Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



3. 



}} 



''Vv 



i TALES 

OF 

CAPTAINS 

AND 

CONQUEST 

HALL 





3?/ 



%atf)atti Hibinitg Sdiool 




ASDOVKR-BAKVAKD THBOLOGICUr LIBKAST 



CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 




IKCHr.RI) l,AD UK ISKAKL 



STORIES OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL 



TALES OF 
CAPTAINS AND CONQUEST 



WITH ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL FROM 
ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE 



BY 



NEWTON MARSHALL HALL, D.D. 




GINN AND COMPANY 

BOSTON • NEW YORK • CHICAGO • LONDON 
ATLANTA • DALLAS • COLUMBUS • SA.H ¥^K.^C\?»CO 



COPYRIGHT, 1922, BY NEWTON MARSHALL HALL 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 



522.3 



HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY 
GIFT OF ' 



CHARLU WILLUtt ELIQI 

Tf:Ar;Gr;T:?.:iJ to 



Tnouncn uniRy 



GINN AND COMPANY • PRO- 
PRIETORS • BOSTON • U.S.A. 



TO 
MY DAUGHTER LOUISE 



A WORD WITH THE GIRLS AND BOYS 

The series of books called " Stories of the Common- 
wealth of Israel " give to the boys and girls of America an 
edition of their own, of the most popular and fascinating 
tales in the world's literature. The stories are not printed 
in one big unattractive volume, but in an edition which 
has all the features of the best modern books, with good 
clear type and fascinating pictures. These stories, taken 
from the Old Testament, are simply the finest and the 
most popular ever written. They are tales of a wonder- 
ful people, who were shepherds at first, then slaves in 
Egypt, who marched to freedom under a great leader. 
After that came years of struggle, victory, and defeat, 
then slavery again, a return from exile, and finally the 
stories close with the account of a glorious struggle with 
Greek and Syrian powers. You see passing before you 
shepherds, heroes, brave boys, valiant maids, prophets, 
poets, martyrs. These characters are shown in thrill- 
ing action, like moving pictures. The stories are really 
moving pictures of the life of a great people, in tent and 
palace, on the march and on the field of l?attle. You see 
enacted before you the most vivid dramas: Joseph and 
his Brethren, David and Goliath, Saul in the Witch's 
Hut, Daniel in the Lions' Den, and a hundred otVssLX^, 
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To read these stories, these great poems, these great 
orations by the statesmen of Israel, will not be a task but 
a constant joy. It will be more than an absorbing joy. 
To know this literature is to receive an education in 
itself. As you read, you will find that you will think 
better, speak better, live better. You will be better 
Americans, because you know the history of these people 
and their struggles for freedom. All the boys and girls 
of the English-speaking race who have accomplished 
anything worth doing have read these stories and poems 
over and over. Shakespeare knew them by heart; 
Lincoln read them by the light of the pitch-knot fire; 
George Washington, Daniel Webster, Robert E. Lee, 
Stonewall Jackson, Theodore Roosevelt — all great states- 
men, soldiers, leaders of the people — read and re-read 
this book, until its speech became their speech. You will 
find it very interesting to make a list of the references 
to these stories in the books you read, and you will read 
no great book without finding many such references. 
Think of the character's as real men and women living 
in that wonderful land which has been freed again from 
bondage during the great war. Act out the stories. 
Dramatize them yourselves. Make moving-picture scenes 
of them. Do not be afraid of not understanding every 
word. Some of the language may seem old-fashioned, but 
for the most part the words are short, strong, expressive. 
They go home like an arrow to the mark. These stories 
were not too hard for Lincoln when he was a poor boy 
with very little chance to study. They were not too hard 
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for an English mender of pots and kettles, — John Bun- 
yan, the tinker, — and they made him one of the greatest 
writers in the world's history. They will not be too hard 
for you, if you read with interest and attention. The treas- 
ure, the most precious treasure of the ages, is within these 
pages and you have the keys which will unlock the door. 
In this volume, " Tales of Captains and Conquests," 
you will see the great captain, Joshua, as he leads to 
the conquest of Canaan the people who are to found the 
Commonwealth of Israel. You will read of the establish- 
ment of the kingdom and the fascinating stories of three of 
the greatest kings of history, — Saul, David, and Solomon. 
There are dark and bloody deeds in this book, — war is 
always terrible, — but there are also stories of high courage, 
of generosity, of kindness, like the beautiful friendship 
of David and Jonathan. You will be fascinated by such 
stories as that of the great fight in which David kills the 
old giant; every child loves that story, and the tale of 
the valiant captains who brought water to David from 
Bethlehem, and the description of the glory of Solomon. 
Every page is full of interest. 
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THE JORDAN RIVER 
This is a view of the Jordan River at one of its wider parts. From the cliffs above 
a view is obtained of the Promised Land. Thus it must have looked lo the Israel- 
ites as they came up to this boundary and prepared to cross after their long desert 
wanderings. Boats are seldom used on the river. The usual method of crossing is 
still, as in ancient days, by means of a few fords where the water is shallow 



STORIES OF THE CONQUEST 

OF CANAAN 

After forty years of wandering in the great pasture lands called the 
" desert " or " wilderness," south of Palestine, the Hebrew people were 
ready to march on to the Promised Land. 

THE SPEECH OF JOSHUA BEFORE GOING 

OVER JORDAN 

[The new leader of Israel was not a great lawgiver, poet, and states- 
man like Moses. He was a plain-speaking, hard-fighting soldier. His 
fine qualities were a cheerful, undaunted courage, a simple, undeviating 
faith in God. He was the " perfect knight," simple, straightforward, 
afraid of no man, trusting the Lord. He had a terrible task before him, 
but he went forward bravely and steadily to the end. For a long time 
the different people who lived in Palestine held out against the invaders. 
One by one these enemies were overcome and their cities taken.] 

Now it came to pass after the death of Moses the 
servant of the Lord, that the Lord spoke to Joshua, the 
son of Nun, saying, " Moses, my servant, is dead ; now 
therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this 
people, to the land which I give to them, even to the 
children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot 
shall tread upon to you have I given it, as I spoke to 
Moses. From the wilderness, and this Lebanon, even 

[3] 



TALES OF CAPTAINS AND CONQUESTS 

unto the great river, the river Euphrates, and the land of 
the Hittites, and to the great sea toward the going down 
of the sun, shall be your border. There shall not any man 
be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life ; as 
I was with Moses, so I will be with thee ; I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage : 
for thou shalt cause this people to inherit the land which 
I swore unto their fathers to give them. Only be strong 
and very courageous, to observe to do according to all 
the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee : turn 
not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of 
the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all that is written therein : for then 
thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success. Have not I commanded thee? 
Be strong and of a good courage ; be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest." — Joshua i, 1-9 

Cheer thy heart, and be thou not dismayed. 

Shakespeare, " Richard III," Act V, scene Hi 

You led our sons across the haunted flood 
Into the Canaan of their high desire — 
No milk and honey there, but tears and blood 
Flowed where the hosts of evil trod in fire 
And left a worse than desert where they passed. 
Your eyes were clear to see the snares that lay 

[4] 



STORIES OF THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN 

Before those boyish feet that marched so fast — 
Your heart and hands were strong to clean the way. 
Charged with great cares, your soul did not forget 
The anxious women here across the sea. 
As might a father for his own, you met 
And fought an older foe than Germany. 
Now, now at last, back from the silenced guns, 
Crowned by our blessings you shall lead our sons ! 
Amelia Josephine Burr, "To General Pershing," 1918^ 



HE IS OUR HELP AND OUR SHIELD 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous : 

Praise is comely for the upright. 

Give thanks unto the Lord with harp ; 

Sing praises unto him with the psaltery of ten strings. 

Sing unto him a new song ; 

Play skillfully with a loud noise. 

For the word of the Lord is right ; 

And all his work is done in faithfulness. 

He loveth righteousness and judgment: 

The earth is full of the loving-kindness of the Lord. 

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made ; 

And all the' host of them by the breath of his mouth. 

He gathereth the waters of the sea together as in a bottle. 

He layeth up the floods in storehouses. 

Let all the earth fear the Lord : 

1 From " Victory," compiled by William Stanley Braithwaite. Copyright, 1919, 
by Small, Maynard & Company, Inc. Reprinted by permission of the publishers. 
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Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of hinu 

For he spake, and it was done ; 

He commanded, and it stood fast 

The Lord bringeth the counsel of the nations to nought : 

He maketh the thoughts of the peoples to be of none effect. 

The counsel of the Lord standeth fast for ever. 

The thoughts of his heart to all generations. 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord ; 

The people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 

The Lord looketh from heaven ; 

He beholdeth all the sons of men ; 

From the place of his habitation he looketh forth 

Upon all the inhabitants of the earth ; 

He fashioneth the hearts of them all. 

He considereth all their works. 

There is no king saved by the multitude of a host : 

A mighty man is not delivered by great strength. 

A horse is a vain thing for safety : 

Neither shall he deliver any by his great strength. 

Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, 

Upon them that hope in his mercy ; 

To deliver their soul from death. 

And to keep them alive in famine. 

Our soul hath waited for the Lord : 

He is our help and our shield. 

For our heart shall rejoice in him, 

Because we have trusted in his holy name. 

Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, 

According as we have hoped in thee. Psalm xxxiii 
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HOW A WOMAN HELPED THE SPIES 

AT JERICHO 

[Joshua sent out spies to report the strength of the city of Jericho, 
the first great stronghold which stood in the way of the conquest of 
the Promised Land.] 

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 
saying, " Pass through the midst of the camp, and 
command the people, saying, * Prepare you victuals ; for 
within three days ye are to pass over this Jordan, to go 
in to possess the land, which the Lord your God giveth 
you to possess it.*" 

And Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men as 
spies secretly, saying, " Go view the land, and Jericho." 
And they went, and came into the house of a woman 
whose name was Rahab, and lay there. And it was told 
the king of Jericho, saying, " Behold, there came men 
in hither to-night of the children of Israel to search out 
the land." 

And the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, " Bring 
forth the men that are come to thee, which are entered 
into thine house: for they are come to search out all 
the land." 

And the woman took the two men, and hid them ; 
and she said, " Yea, the men came unto me, but I knew 
not whence they were : and it came to pass about the 
time of the shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that 
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the men went out: whither the men went I know not: 
pursue after them quickly ; for ye shall overtake them." 

But she had brought them up to the roof of the house 
and hid them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid 
in order upon the roof. And the men pursued after them 
along the way to Jordan to the fords: and as soon as 
those who pursued after them were gone out, the gate 
was shut. And before they were laid down, she came 
up to them upon the roof; and she said to the men, 
" I know that the Lord hath given you the land, and that 
the fear of you is fallen upon us, and that all the inhab- 
itants of the land melt away before you. For we have 
heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea 
before you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye 
did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were 
beyond Jordan, unto Sihon and to Og, whom ye utterly 
destroyed. And as soon as we had heard it, our hearts 
melted, neither did there remain any more courage in 
any man, because of you : for the Lord your God, he is 
God in heaven above, and on earth beneath. Now there- 
fore, I pray you, swear unto me by the Lord, since I have 
dealt kindly with you, that ye also will deal kindly with my 
father's house, and give me a true token : and save alive 
my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, 
and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death." 

And the men said to her, " Our life for yours, if ye 
speak not of this our business ; it shall be, when the 
Lord giveth us the land, that we will deal kindly and 
truly with thee." 
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is is a view along the road which the army of Joshua took as it marched from 

the capture of Jericho to complete the conquest of the Promised Land 
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Then she let them down by a cord through the 
window : for her house was upon the town wall, and she 
dwelt upon the wall. And she said to them, " Get you 
to the mountain, lest the pursuers find you; and hide 
yourselves there three days, until the pursuers have 
returned: and afterward may ye go your way." 

And the men said unto her, " We will be guiltless of 
this thine oath which thou hast made us swear, unless, 
when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line 
of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us 
down by : and thou shalt bring into the house thy father, 
and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father's 
household. And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out 
of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shall 
be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whoso-' 
ever shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall 
be on our head, if any hand be upon him. But if thou 
speak of this our business, then we will be guiltless of 
thine oath which thou hast made us swear." 

And she said, " According to your words, so be it." 
And she sent them away, and they departed: and she 
bound the scarlet line in the window. 

And they went, and came to the mountain, and hid 
there three days, until the pursuers were returned : and 
the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but 
found them not. Then the two men returned, and de- 
scended from the mountain, and passed over, and came 
to Joshua the son of Nun; and they told him all that 
had befallen them. And they said unto Joshua, " Truly 
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the Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land ; and 
moreover all the inhabitants of the land do melt away 

before us." — Joshua i, lo-ii (in part) 

No Rahab thread 
For blushing token of the spy's success. 

Robert Browning, " Red Cotton Night-Cap Country " 



HOW THE HOST WENT DRY-SHOD 

OVER JORDAN 

[After the long years of wandering the Hebrew people, under the 
new leader, Joshua, were ready to enter the Promised Land. They were 
hardened and disciplined by the long years of conflict and ready for the 
many battles and struggles which were about to come.] 

And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and they 
marched from their camp, and came to Jordan, he and all 
the children of Israel ; and they lodged there before they 
passed over. And it came to pass after three days, that 
the heralds went through the midst of the camp ; and they 
commanded the people, saying, " When ye see the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests the 
Levites bearing it, then ye shall advance from your place, 
and go after it. Yet there shall be a space between you 
and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come 
not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye 
must go ; for ye have not passed this way heretofore." 

And Joshua said to the people, " Sanctify yourselves : 
for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders among you." 
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And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, "Take up 
the ark of the covenant, and pass over before the people." 
And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went 
before the people. 

And the Lord said to Joshua, "This day will I begin 
to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may 
know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. 
And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of 
the covenant, saying, * When ye are come to the brink 
of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan.'" 

And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, " Come 
hither, and hear the words of the Lord your God." 

And Joshua said, " Hereby ye shall know that the living 
God is among you, and that he will, without fail, drive 
out from before you the Canaanite, and all the people of 
the land. Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan. Now 
therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, 
for every tribe a man. And it shall come to pass, when 
the soles of the feet of priests that bear the ark of the 
Lord, the God of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of 
Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off, even 
the waters that come down from above; and they shall 
stand in one heap." 

And it came to pass, when the people removed from 
their tents, to pass over Jordan, the priests that bore the 
ark of the covenant being before the people; and when 
they that bore the ark were come to Jordan, and the feet 
of the priests that bore the ark were dipped in the brink 
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of the water (for Jordan overfloweth all its banks all the 
time of harvest), that the waters which came down from 
above stood, and rose up in one heap, a great way off, 




WESTERN WALL OF THE ANCIENT CITY OF ASCALON 
Ascalon was one of five principal cities of the Philistines 

and those that went down toward the Salt Sea were 
wholly cut off : and the people passed over right 
opposite Jericho. 

And the priests that bore the ark of the covenant of 

the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, 

and all Israel passed over on dry ground, until all the 

nation were passed wholly over Jordan. — Joshua iii (in part) 
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A land of promise flowing with the milk 
And honey of delicious memories. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " The Lover's Tale " 

They are coming out of Egypt and they seek the Promised Land. 
Hark ! I hear the Tommies cheering to the music of the band. 
** Carry on ! " the captain *s calling, " Carry on ** and ** Clear the 
way ! " 

They have taken Gath and Ashdod and old Ascalon by the well, 
The places where the Philistines so fondly loved to dwell ; 
They have got the gates of Gaza and advancing in their wrath. 
They smite the Hun as David smote Goliath of old Gath. 

Andrew F. West, " Last Christmas in the Holy Land," 

Scribner's Magazine^ January, 191 9 



THE SIEGE OF JERICHO 

[This is the story of the famous siege of Jericho, telling how it fell 
after a siege of seven days.] 

And it came to pass, when Joshua v^as by Jericho, that 
he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood 
a man over against him with his sword draw^n in his 
hand : and Joshua went to him, and said to him, " Art 
thou for us, or for our adversaries ? " 

And he said, " Nay ; but as captain of the host of the 
Lord am I now come." 

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and worshiped, 
and said to him, " What saith my Lord to his servant ? " 
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And the captain of the Lord's host said to Joshua, " Put 
off thy shoe from off thy foot ; for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy." 

And Joshua did so. 

Now Jericho was closely besieged by the children of 
Israel: none went out, and none came in. And the 
Lord said to Joshua, " See, I have given into thine hand 
Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of 
valor. And ye shall march around the city, all the men 
of war, going about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six 
days. And seven priests shall bear trumpets of rams' 
horns before the ark : and the seventh day ye shall march 
around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow 
the trumpets. And it shall be, that when ye hear a long 
blast upon the rams' horns, all the people shall shout with a 
great shout ; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and 
the people shall go up every man straight before him." 

And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said 
unto them, " Take the ark of the covenant, and let seven 
priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark 
of the Lord." 

And he said unto the people, " Pass on, and march 
around the city, and let the armed men pass on before 
the ark of the Lord." 

And it was so, that when Joshua had spoken unto the 
people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of 
rams' horns before the Lord passed on, and blew the trum- 
pets: and the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed 
them. And the armed men went before the priests that 
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blew the trumpets, and the rear guard went after the ark, 
the priests blowing the trumpets as they went. 

And Joshua commanded the people, saying, " Ye shall 
not shout, nor let your voice be heard, neither shall any 
word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you 
shout ; then shall ye shout." 

So he caused the ark of the Lord to pass around the 
city, going about it once: and they came back into the 
camp, and lodged in the camp. 

And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests 
took up the ark of the Lord. And the seven priests bear- 
ing the seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of 
the Lord went on continually, and blew the trumpets: 
and the armed men went before them; and the rear 
guard came after the ark of the Lord, the priests blowing 
the trumpets as they went. 

And the second day they marched around the city 
once, and returned into the camp : so they did six days. 
And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose 
early at the dawning of the day, and marched around the 
city after the same manner seven times. And it came 
to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew the 
trumpets, Joshua said to the people, " Shout ! for the Lord 
hath given you the city. And the city shall be devoted, 
even it and all that is therein, to the Lord : only Rahab 
shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, 
because she hid the messengers that we sent. And ye, 
be sure to keep yourselves from the devoted thing, lest 
when ye have devoted it, ye take of the devoted thing; 
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so should ye make the camp of Israel accursed, and trouble 
it. But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and 
iron, are holy unto the Lord: they shall come into the 
treasury of the Lord." 

So the people shouted, when the priests blew the trum- 
pets : and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound 
of the trumpet, that the people shouted with a great 
shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went 
up into the city, every man straight before him, and they 
took the city. And they utterly destroyed all that was 
in the city, both man and woman, both young and old, 
and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword. 

And Joshua said unto the two men that had spied out 
the land, " Go into Rahab's house, and bring thence the 
woman, and all that she hath, as ye swore unto her." 
And the young men who were the spies went in, and 
brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and 
her brethren, and all that she had ; all her kindred also 
they brought out; and they set them without the camp 
of Israel. 

And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was 
therein : only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of 
brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house 
of the Lord. 

But Rahab and her father's household, and all that she 
had, did Joshua save alive; and she dwelt in the midst 
of Israel to this day; because she hid the messengers, 
which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. — Joshua v, 13-15; 

vi, 1-25 (in part) 
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THE FALL OF JERICHO 

Sound, sound for ever, Clarions of Thought! 

When Joshua 'gainst the high-walled city fought, 

He marched around it with his banners high. 

His troops in serried order following nigh. 

But not a sword was drawn, no shaft outsprang. 

Only the trumpets the shrill onset rang. 

At the first blast, smiled scornfully the king. 

And at the second sneered, half wonderingly: 

" Hop'st thou with noise my stronghold to break 

down ? " 
At the third round, the ark of old renown 
Swept forward, still the trumpets sounding loud, 
And then the troops with ensigns waving proud. 
Stepped out upon the old walls children dark 
With horns to mock the notes and hoot the ark. 

At the fourth turn, braving the Israelites, 
Women appeared upon the crenelated heights — 
Those battlements embrowned with age and rust — 
And hurled upon the Hebrews stones and dust, 
And spun and sang when weary of the game. 
At the fifth circuit came the blind and lame. 
And with wild uproar clamorous and high 
Railed at the clarion ringing to the sky. 
At the sixth time, upon a tower's tall crest. 
So high that there the eagle built his nest, 
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So hard that on it lightning lit in vain, 

Appeared in merriment the king again: 

" These Hebrew Jews musicians are, meseems ! " 

He scoffed, loud laughing, " but they live on dreams." 

The princes laughed, submissive to the king. 

Laughed all the courtiers in their glittering ring. 

And thence the laughter spread through all the town. 

At the seventh blast — the city walls fell down. 

Translated from Victor Hugo 

Before the monstrous wrong, he sits him down, 

One man against a stone-walled city of sin. 

For centuries those walls have been a-building ; 

Smooth porphyry they slope, and coldly glass 

The flying storm and wheeling sun. 

No chink, no crevice lets the thinnest arrow in. 

He fights alone, and from the cloudy ramparts 

A thousand evil faces grin and jeer at him. 

Let him lie down and die : What is the right, 

And where is justice, in a world like this ? 

But by and by earth shakes herself impatient, 

And down in one great roar of ruin, crash 

Watch-tower and citadel and battlements. 

When the red dust has cleared, the lonely soldier 

Stands with strange thoughts beneath the friendly stars. 

Edward Rowland Sill 

Toppling down the walls of his own Jericho. 

Charles Lamb, " Essays of Elia " 
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THE STORY OF A PEOPLE WHO LIED TO 

SAVE THEIR SKINS 

[The people of Gibeon realized that they could not withstand the 
superior strength of the invading Hebrews. They resorted to a clever 
trick. They pretended that they had come from a long distance and 
were really friendly to the Hebrews.] 

And it came to pass, when all the kings which were 
beyond Jordan, in the hill country, and in the lowland, 
and on all the shore of the great sea in front of Lebanon, 
heard thereof, that they gathered themselves together, 
to fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one accord. 

But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua 
had done unto Jericho and to Ai, they also did work 
wilily, and went and made as if they had been ambas- 
sadors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine- 
skins, old and rent and patched up ; and old shoes and 
clouted, upon their feet, and old garments upon them; 
and all the bread of their provision was dry and was 
become moldy. 

And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and 
said unto him, and to the men of Israel, " We are come 
from a far country: now therefore make ye a league 
with us." 

And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, " Perad- 
venture ye dwell among us; and how shall we make a 
league with you ? " 

And they said unto Joshua, " We are thy servants." 
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And Joshua said unto them, " Who are ye ? And from 
whence come ye ? " 

And they said unto him, " From a very far country 
thy servants are come because of the name of the Lord 
thy God : for we have heard the fame of him, and all 
that he did in Egypt, and all that he did to the two kings 
of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king 
of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan. And our elders 
and all the inhabitants of our country spoke to us, saying, 
* Take provision in your hand for the journey, and go to 
meet them, and say unto them, " We are your servants : 
and now make ye a league with us." ' This our bread we 
took hot for our provision out of our houses on the day 
we came forth to go unto you ; but now, behold, it is dry, 
and is become moldy: and these wine-skins, which we 
filled, were new; and, behold, they are rent: and these 
our garments and our shoes are become old by reason of 
the very long journey." And the men took of their pro- 
vision, and asked not counsel at the mouth of the Lord. 

And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league 
with them, to let them live : and the princes of the 
congregation swore unto them. And it came to pass at 
the end of three days after they had made a league with 
them, that they heard that they were their neighbors, 
and that they dwelt among them. 

And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto 
their cities on the third day. And the children of Israel 
smote them not, because the princes of the congregation 
had sworn unto them by the Lord, the God of Israel. 
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And the congregation murmured against the princes. 
But all the princes said unto all the congregation, " We 
have sworn unto them by the Lord, the God of Israel : 
now therefore we may not touch them. This we will do 
to them, and let them live ; lest wrath be upon us, 
because of the oath which we swore unto them." 

And the princes said unto them, " Let them live, but let 
them become hewers of wood and drawers of water unto all 
the congregation"; as the princes had spoken unto them. 

And Joshua called for them, and he spoke unto them, 
saying, " Wherefore have ye beguiled us, saying, * We 
are very far from you ' ; when ye dwell among us ? Now 
therefore ye are cursed, and there shall never fail to be 
of you bondmen, both hewers of wood and drawers of 
water for the house of my God." 

And they answered Joshua, and said, " Because it was 
certainly told thy servants how that the Lord thy God 
commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, 
and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before 
you ; therefore we were sore afraid for our lives because 
of you and have done this thing. And now, behold, we 
are in thine hand; as it seemeth good and right unto 
thee to do unto us, do." 

And so did he unto them, and delivered them out of 
the hand of Israel, that they slew them not. And Joshua 
made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water 
for the congregation, and for the altar of the Lord, unto 
this day, in the place which he should choose. — Joshua ix 
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THE FIVE KINGS AGAINST ISRAEL 

HOW FIVE KINGS FOUGHT AGAINST ISRAEL AND 

WERE OVERCOME 

[This is the story of the long day's battle, so long that the very sun 
seemed to stand still to help the army of Joshua, in which the great cap- 
tain broke the main resistance of the people of Central Palestine. While 
there was still much fighting to be done, the land was conquered.] 

Now it came to pass, when Adoni-zedek king of Jeru- 
salem heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly 
destroyed it ; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so 
he had done to Ai and her king ; and how the inhabitants 
of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among 
them; that they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a 
great city, as one of the royal cities, and because it was 
greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty. 

Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent unto 
Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth, 
and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king 
of Eglon, saying, " Come up unto me, and help me, and 
let us smite Gibeon : for it hath made peace with Joshua 
and with the children of Israel." 

Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of 
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the 
king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered themselves 
together, and went up, they and all their hosts, and 
encamped against Gibeon, and made war against it. 

And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp 
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to Gilgal, saying, " Slack not thy hand from thy servants ; 
come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us : for all 
the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the hill-country 
are gathered together against us." 

So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he, and all the people 
of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor. 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, " Fear them not : for 
I have delivered them into thine hands ; there shall not 
a man of them stand before thee." 

Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly; for he 
went up from Gilgal all the night. And the Lord dis- 
comfited them before Israel, and he slew them with a 
great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them by the way 
of the ascent of Beth-horon. And it came to pass, as 
they fled from before Israel, while they were in the 
going down of Beth-horon, that the Lord cast down great 
stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they 
died ; they were more which died with the hailstones than 
they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword. 

Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the 
Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of 
Israel ; and he said in the sight of Israel : 

[This is an ancient song of the people chanted to commemorate a 
great victory.] 

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; 

And thou, Moon, in the valley of Aijalon. 

And the sun stood still, 

And the moon stayed, 

Until the nation had avenged themselves of their enemies. 
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And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto 
the camp to GilgaL 

And these five kings fled, and hid themselves in the 
cave at Makkedah, And it was told Joshua, saying, " The 
five kings are found, hidden in the cave at Makkedah," 




r JERICHO 

And Joshua said, " Roll great stones unto the mouth 
of the cave, and set men by it for to keep them ; but stay 
not ye; pursue after your enemies, and smite the hind- 
most of them ; suffer them not to enter into their cities : for 
the Lord your God hath delivered them into your hand." 

And it came to pass, when Joshua and the children of 
Israel had made an end of slaying them with a very great 
slaughter, till they were consumed, and the remnant which 
[27] 
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remained of them had entered into the fenced cities, that 
all the people returned to the camp to Joshua at Makke- 
dah in peace : none moved his tongue against any of the 
children of Israel. 

Then said Joshua, " Open the mouth of the cave, and 
bring forth those five kings unto me out of the cave." 




HILLS TOWARD THE JORDAN 
From a photograph by Dr. John Finley, and used with his kind permission 

And they did so, and brought forth those five kings 
unto him out of the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king 
of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the 
king of Eglon. 

And it came to pass, when they brought forth those 
kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of 
Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war which 
went with him, " Come near, put your feet upon the necks 
of these kings." And they came near and put their feet 
upon the necks of them. 

[28] 



STORIES OF THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN 

• 

And Joshua said unto them, " Fear not, nor be dis- 
mayed; be strong and of good courage: for thus shall 
the Lord do to all your enemies against whom ye fight." 

And afterward Joshua smote them, and put them to 
death, and hanged them on five trees: and they were 
hanging upon the trees until the evening. And it came 
to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that 
Joshua commanded, and they took them down off the 
trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they had 
hidden themselves, and laid great stones on the mouth 
of the cave, which remain unto this very day. 

So Joshua smote all the land, the hill country, and the 
South, and the lowland, and the slopes, and all their kings; 
he left none remaining, but he utterly destroyed all that 
breathed, as the Lord, the God of Israel, commanded. 
And Joshua smote them from Kadesh-barnea even unto 
Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even unto Gibeon. 
And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at 
one time, because the Lord, the God of Israel, fought for 
Israel. And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, 

unto the camp to Gilgal. — Joshua x, 1-43 (in part) 

I, the heir of all the ages, in the foremost files of time — 

I that rather held it better men should perish one by one, 
Than that earth should stand at gaze like Joshua's moon in Ajalon ! 

Not in vain the distance beacons. Forward, forward let us range. 
Let the great world spin forever down the ringing grooves of change. 

Through the shadow of the globe we sweep into the younger day : 
Better fifty years of Europe than a cycle of Cathay. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " Locksley Hall " 
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THE LORD IS MY SALVATION 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the strength of my life; 

Of whom shall I be afraid? 

When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, 

Even mine adversaries and my foes, they stumbled 

and fell. 
Though a host should encamp against me. 
My heart shall not fear: 
Though war should rise against me, 
Even then will I be confident. 
One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek 

after ; 
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 

days of my life. 
To behold the beauty of the Lord, 
And to inquire in his temple. 
For in the day of trouble he will keep me secretly in 

his pavilion. 
In the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; 
He will lift me up upon a rock. 
And now shall my head be lifted up above mine 

enemies round about me. 
And I will offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; 
I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord. 
Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: 
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Have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 

When thou saidst, " Seek ye my face " ; my heart said 
unto thee, 

" Thy face, O Lord, will I seek." 

Hide not thy face from me; 

Put not thy servant away in anger: 

Thou hast been my help; 

Leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my sal- 
vation. 

For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 

But the Lord will take me up. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord; 

And lead me in a plain path, 

Because of mine enemies. 

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine adversaries: 

For false witnesses are risen up against me, and such 
as breathe out cruelty. 

I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the good- 
ness of the Lord 

In the land of the living. 

Wait on the Lord: 

Be strong, and let thine heart take courage; 

Yea, wait thou on the Lord. 

Psalm xxvii 
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THE LAST SPEECH OF JOSHUA 

[The time came when Joshua, the great captain, had to leave the people 
as Moses had to leave them. His last words were full of encouragement 
and exhortation to be courageous.] 

And it came to pass after many days, when the Lord 
had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round 
about, and Joshua v\^as old and stricken in years ; and that 
Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders and for their 
heads, and for their judges and for their officers, and said 
to them, " I am old and well stricken in years : and ye 
have seen all that the Lord your God hath done unto all 
these nations because of you ; for the Lord your God, he 
it is that hath fought for you. 

** Therefore be ye very courageous to keep and to do all 
that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye 
turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left ; 
that ye come not among these nations, these that remain 
among you ; neither make mention of the name of their 
gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor 
bow down yourselves to them ; but be loyal to the Lord 
your God, as ye have done unto this day. 

" For the Lord hath driven out from before you great 
nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath stood 
before you unto this day. One man of you shall chase a 
thousand; for the Lord your God, he it is that fought 
for you, as he spoke unto you. Take good heed therefore 
unto yourselves, that ye love the Lord your God." 
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And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, 
and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and 
for their judges, and for their officers ; and they presented 
themselves before God. 

And Joshua said unto all the people, " Thus saith the 
Lord, the God of Israel, * Fear the Lord, and serve him 
in sincerity and in truth ; and put away the gods which 
your fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt ; and 
serve ye the Lord.' And if it seem evil to you to serve 
the Lord, choose you this day whom ye wull ser\^e ; whether 
the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell : 
but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

And the people answered and said, " Far be it from us 
that w^e should forsake the Lord, to serve other gods ; for 
the Lord our God, he it is that brought us and our fathers 
up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, 
and that did those great signs in our sight, and preserved 
us in all the way wherein w^e went, and among all the 
peoples through the midst of w^hom we passed ; and the 
Lord drove out from before us all the peoples, even 
the Amorites that dwelt in the land: therefore w^e also 
will serve the Lord; for he is our God." 

And Joshua said unto the people, " Ye are not able 
to serve the Lord ; for he is a holy God ; he is a jealous 
God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your 
sins. If ye forsake the Lord, and serve foreign gods, 
then he will turn and do you evil, and consume you, 
after that he hath done you good." 
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And the people said unto Joshua, "Nay; but we will 
serve the Lord." 

And Joshua said unto the people, "Ye are witnesses 
against yourselves that ye have chosen you the Lord, to 
serve Him." 

And they said, " We are witnesses." 

And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, 
died, being a hundred and ten years old. And they 
buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath- 
serah, which is in the hill country of Ephraim. And Israel 
served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the elders that overlived Joshua, and had known all 
the work of the Lord, that he had wrought for Israel. — 

Joshua xxiii, xxiv (in part) 

I enter a most earnest plea that in our hurried and rather bus- 
tling life of today we do not lose the hold our forefathers had on the 
Bible. I wish to see Bible study as much a matter of course in the 
secular college as in the seminary. No educated man can afford 
to be ignorant of the Bible and no uneducated man can afford to 
be ignorant of the Bible. — Theodore Roosevelt, " Realizable Ideals " 



[34] 



STORIES OF THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN 

GOD IS OUR REFUGE 

God IS our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble. 

Therefore will we not fear, though the earth do change, 

And though the mountains be moved in the heart of 

the seas; 
Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
Though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 
There is a river, the streams whereof make glad the 

city of God, 
The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: 
God shall help her, and that right early. 
The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: 
He uttered his voice, the earth melted. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

What desolations he hath made in the earth. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 

He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; 

He burneth the chariot in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am God: 

I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted 

in the earth. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. Psalm xlvi 
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Henry Havelock, the great English captain, who was the leader 
in the days of the Indian mutiny, was accustomed in the absence 
of a chaplain to read the service, and the 46th Psalm was a favorite 
of his in times of peril. 

Written in the East, these characters live forever in the West ; 
written in one province, they pervade the world ; penned in rude 
times, they are prized more and more as civilization advances ; 
product of antiquity, they come home to the business and the 
bosoms of men, women, and children in modern days. 

Then, is it any exaggeration to say that '' the Characters of 
Scripture are a marvel of the mind"? — Charles Reade, "Bible 
Characters " 
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STORIES OF THE GREAT KINGS 
THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL DEMAND A KING 

• 

[Samuel, the good judge of Israel, was growing old, and the people 
demanded a king. Samuel solemnly warned them of the dangers and 
disadvantages of an autocracy, but the people would not be denied. 
A king they were determined to have, to be like other nations and to 
have a leader in time of war and peace. 

The story of the early days of the Judges of Israel is told in " Tales of 
Pioneers and Kings," Volume III of Stories of the Commonwealth 
of Israel. 

After a great victory over the Philistines, Samuel took a stone and set 
it between Mizpah and Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer (that 
is, " the stone of help"), saying, " Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."] 

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no 
more within the border of Israel : and the hand of the 
Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 

And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. And 
he went from year to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gil- 
gal, and Mizpah ; and he judged Israel in all those places. 
And his return was to Ramah, for there was his house ; 
and there he judged Israel: and he built there an altar 
unto the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he 
made his sons judges over Israel. Now the name of his 
first-born was Joel ; and the name of his second, Abiah : 
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they were judges in Beer-sheba. And his sons walked 
not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took 
bribes, and perverted judgment. 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves to- 
gether, and came to Samuel unto Ramah ; and they said 
to him, " Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy 
ways : now make us a king to judge us Hke all the nations." 

But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, 
" Give us a king to judge us." 

And Samuel prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord 
said unto Samuel, " Hearken unto the voice of the people 
in all that they say unto thee : for they have not rejectied 
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not be king 
over them. According to all the works which they have 
done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt 
even to this day, as they have forsaken me, and served 
other gods, so do they also to thee. Now therefore hearken 
to their voice: howbeit thou shalt protest solemnly to 
them, and show them the manner of the king that shall 
reign over them." 

And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the 
people that asked of him a king. And he said, " This will 
be the manner of the king that shall reign over you : he 
will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his 
chariots, and to be his horsemen ; and they shall run be- 
fore his . chariots : and he will appoint them for captains 
of thousands, and captains of fifties ; and he will set some 
to plow his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make 
his instruments of war, and the instruments of his chariots. 
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And he will take your daughters to make him ointments, 
and to be cooks, and to be bakers. And he will take your 
fields, and your vineyards, and your oHveyards, even the 
best of them, and give them to his servants. And he will 




PLOWING A FIELD IN PALESTINE 
This fanner has harnessed an ox and a donkey to dran his wooden plow through 
the soil. From a photograph by Dr. John Fintey. and used with his kind permission 

take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and 
give them to his officers, and to his servants. And he will 
take your menservants, and your maidservants, and your 
goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them to his 
work. He will take the tenth of your flocks : and ye shall 
be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that day because 
[39] 



TALES OF CAPTAINS AND. CONQUESTS 

of your king whom ye shall have chosen you; and the 
Lord will not answer you in that day." 

But the people refused to hearken to the voice of 
Samuel ; and they said, " Nay ; but we will have a king 
over us; that we also may be like all the nations; and 
that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and 
fight our battles." 

And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he 
repeated them in the ears of the Lord. And the Lord said 
to Samuel, " Hearken to their voice, and make them a king." 

And Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Go ye every 

man unto his city." — i Samuel vii, 13-17 ; viii (in part) 

Stories of Saul 

THE CHOOSING OF SAUL 

[The first of the great kings was Saul. He was a man of great 
ability, but he possessed a moody and jealous temper. At times he 
was almost insane.] 

And Samuel called the people together to the Lord to 
Mizpah; and he said to the children of Israel, "Thus 
saith the Lord, the God of Israel, I brought up Israel out 
of Egypt, and I delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all the kingdoms that 
oppressed you : but ye have this day rejected your God, 
who himself saveth youout of all your calani-ities and yoni 
distresses ; and ye have said to him, 'Nay^ but set a king 
over us.' Now therefore present yourselves before the 
Lord by your tribes, and by your thousands." 
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So Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and 
the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. And he brought the 
tribe of Benjamin near by their families, and the family 
of the Matrites was chosen: and Saul the son of Kish 
was chosen ; but when they sought him, he could not be 
found. Therefore they asked of the Lord further, " Is the 
man yet come hither ? " 

And the Lord answered, " Behold, he hath hid himself 
in the camp." 

And they ran and fetched him thence ; and when he 
stood among the people, he was higher than any of the 
people from his shoulders and upward. And Samuel 
said to all the people, " See ye him whom the Lord hath 
chosen, that there is none like him among all the people? " 

And all the people shouted, and said, "God save 
the king!" 

Then Samuel told the people the manner of the king- 
dom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the 
Lord. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man 
to his house. And Saul also went to his house to Gibeah ; 
and there went with him a band of men, whose hearts 
God had touched. 

But certain worthless fellows said, " How shall this 
man save us ? " 

And they despised him, and brought him no present. 
But he held his peace. — i Samuel x, 17-27 

When, crowned with joy, the camps of England ring, 
A thousand voices shout, " God save the King." 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, " Poetry " 
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THE FIRST BATTLE OF THE NEW KING 

HOW SAUL DEFEATED THE AMMONITES 

Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and encamped 
against Jabesh-gilead: and all the men of Jabesh said 
to Nahash, " Make a covenant with us, and we will 
serve thee." 

And Nahash the Ammonite said unto them, " On this 
condition will I make it with you, that all your right eyes 
be put out; and I will lay it for a reproach upon all 
Israel." 

And the elders of Jabesh said to him, " Give us seven 
days' respite, that we may send messengers to all the 
borders of Israel : and then, if there be none to save us, 
we will come out to thee." 

Then came the messengers to Gibeah of Saul, and 
spoke these words in the ears of the people : and all the 
people lifted up their voices, and wept. And, behold, Saul 
came following the oxen out of the field ; and Saul said, 
" What aileth the people that they weep ? " 

And they told him the words of the men of Jabesh. 
And the spirit of God came mightily upon Saul when he 
heard those words, and his anger was kindled greatly. 
And he took a yoke of oxen, and cut them in pieces, 
and sent them throughout all the borders of Israel by the 
hands of messengers, saying, "Whosoever cometh not 
forth after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be done 
to his oxen." 
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And the dread of the Lord fell on the people, and they 
came out as one man. And he numbered them in Bezek ; 
and the children of Israel were three hundred thousand, 
and the men of Judah thirty thousand. And they said to 
the messengers that came, " Thus shall ye say unto the 
men of Jabesh-gilead, * To-morrow, by the time the sun is 
hot, ye shall have deliverance.' " 

And the messengers came and told the men of Jabesh ; 
and they were glad. Therefore the men of Jabesh said, 
" To-morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shall do 
with us all that seemeth good unto you." 

And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the people 
in three companies ; and they came into the midst of the 
camp in the morning watch, and smote the Ammonites 
until the heat of the day ; and it came to pass, that they 
which remained were scattered, so that two of them were 
not left together. 

And the people said to Samuel, " Who is he that said, 
* Shall Saul reign over us ? ' bring the men, that we may 
put them to death." 

And Saul said, " There shall not a man be put to death 
this day; for to-day the Lord hath wrought deliverance 
in Israel." Then said Samuel to the people, " Come and 
let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there." And 
all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul 
king, before the Lord in Gilgal and there they sacrificed 
sacrifices of peace offerings before the Lord; and 
there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 

— I Samuel xi, 1-15 
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THE GALLANT FEAT OF JONATHAN 

HOW THE KING'S SON CLIMBED A CLIFF AND DEFEATED 

THE ENEMY 

[Saul had a son Jonathan, who had all the good qualities which his 
father lacked. In the early days of Saul's reign Israel was sorely 
oppressed by the Philistines, so much so that the Philistines forbade the 
Israelites to have any blacksmiths for fear that they might make weapons 
of war. The Israelites had to go to the Philistine blacksmiths to get their 
plows and other farming tools sharpened. Saul and Jonathan had man- 
aged to keep their weapons. One day Jonathan and his armor-bearer 
climbed a steep cliff and destroyed a garrison of the Philistines. This was 
the beginning of victory for Israel. The story also tells how Saul made 
a foolish vow, and how the people, who loved Jonathan, saved him from 
being put to death.] 

And Saul numbered the people that were present with 
him, about six hundred men. And Saul, and Jonathan his 
son, and the people that were present with them, abode 
in Gibeah of Benjamin : but the Philistines encamped in 
Michmash. And the spoilers came out of the camp of the 
Philistines in three companies : one company turned unto 
the way that leadeth to Ophrah : and another company 
turned the way to Beth-horon: and another company 
turned the way of the border that looketh down upon the 
valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness. 

Now there was no smith found throughout all the 
land of Israel : for the Philistines said, " There must be no 
smith lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears." 
But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to 
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sharpen every man his plowshare, and his colter, and 
his ax, and his mattock; and they set a price for filing 
the mattocks, and for the colters, and for the forks, and 
for the axes ; and to set the goads. 

So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was 
neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the 
people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul 
and with Jonathan his son was there found weapons. 
And the garrison of the Philistines went out unto the 
pass of Michmash. 

Now it fell upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul 
said unto the young man that bare his armor, " Come 
and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison, that is on 
yonder side." But he told not his father. 

And Saul abode in the uttermost part of Gibeah under 
the pomegranate tree which is in Migron : and the people 
that were with him were about six hundred men; and 
Ahiah, the priest of the Lord in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. 
And the people knew not that Jonathan w^as gone. And 
between the passes by which Jonathan sought to go over 
unto the Philistines' garrison, there was a rocky crag on 
the one side: and a rocky crag on the other side: and 
the name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other 
Seneh. The one crag rose up on the north in front of 
Michmash, and the other on the south in front of Gibeah. 

And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his ar- 
mor, " Come and let us go over unto the garrison of these 
Philistines : it may be that the Lord will work for us : for 
there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few." 
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And his armor-bearer said unto him, " Do all that is in 
thine heart : turn thee, behold, I am with thee according 
to thy heart." 

Then said Jonathan, " Behold, we will pass over unto 
the men, and we will disclose ourselves unto them. If 
they say unto us, * Tarry until we come to you ' : then we 
will stand still in our place, and will not go up unto them. 

" But if they say thus, * Come up unto us ' ; then we 
will go up: for the Lord hath delivered them into our 
hand : and this shall be the sign untcr us." 

And both of them disclosed themselves unto the garri- 
son of the Philistines : and the Philistines said, " Behold, 
the Hebrews come forth out of the holes where they had 
hid themselves." 

And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan and 
his armor-bearer, and said, " Come up to us, and we will 
show you something." 

And Jonathan said unto his armor-bearer, "Come up 
after me: for the Lord hath delivered them into the 
hand of Israel." 

And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon 
his feet, and his armor-bearer after him : and they fell be- 
fore Jonathan ; and his armor-bearer slew them after him. 
And that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his armor- 
bearer made, was about twenty men, within as it were 
half an acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might plow. 
And there was a trembling in the camp, in the field, and 
among all the people; the garrison, and the spoilers, 
they also trembled: and the earth quaked; so there 
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was an exceeding great trembling. And the watchmen of 
Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and, behold, the mul- 
titude melted away, and they went hither and thither. 

Then said Saul unto the people that were with him, 
" Number now, and see who is gone from us." 

And when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and 
his armor-bearer were not there. 

And Saul said unto Ahiah, " Bring hither the ark of 
God," for the ark of God was there at that time with the 
children of Israel. And it came to pass, while Saul talked 
unto the priest, that the tumult that was in the camp of 
the Philistines went on and increased: and Saul said 
unto the priest, " Withdraw thine hand." 

And Saul and all the people that were with him were 
gathered together, and came to the battle : and, behold, 
every man's sword was against his fellow, and there was 
a very great discomfiture. Now the Hebrews that were 
with the Philistines as beforetime, who went up with 
them into the camp from the country round about, even 
they also turned to be with the Israelites that were with 
Saul and Jonathan. Likewise all the men of Israel which 
had hid themselves in the hill country of Ephraim, when 
they heard that the Philistines fled, even they also followed 
hard after them in the battle. So the Lord saved Israel 
that day: and the battle passed over by Beth-aven. 
- And the mien of. larael were distressed that . day: for 
Saul adjured the people^ saying, "Cursed be the man that 
eateth any food until it be evening, and I be avenged on 



mine enemies." 
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So none of the people tasted food. And all the people 
came into the forest; and there was honey upon the 
ground. And when the people were come unto the forest, 
behold, the honey dropped : but no man put his hand to 
his mouth ; for the people feared the oath. 

But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the 
people with the oath : wherefore he put forth the end of 
the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it in the 
honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his 
eyes brightened. 

Then answered one of the people, and said, ** Thy father 
straitly charged the people with an oath, saying, ' Cursed 
be the man that eateth food this day.' " And the people 
were faint. 

Then said Jonathan, ** My father hath troubled the 
land: see, I pray you, how mine eyes are brightened 
because I tasted a little of this honey. How much more, 
if haply the people had eaten freely to-day of the spoil of 
their enemies which they found? Had there not been 
then a much greater slaughter among the Philistines ? " 

And they smote of the Philistines that day from 
Michmash to Aijalon: and the people were very faint. 
And the people flew upon the spoil, and took sheep, and 
oxen, and calves, and slew them on the ground : and the 
people did eat them with the blood. 

Then they told Saul, saying, " Behold, the people sin 
against the Lord, in that they eat with the blood." 

And • he said, " Ye have dealt treacherously : roll a 
great stone unto me this day." 
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And Saul said, ** Disperse yourselves among the people, 
and say unto them, * Bring me hither every man his 
ox, and every man his sheep, and slay them here, and eat ; 
and sin not against the Lord in eating with the blood.' " 

And all the people brought every man his ox with him 
that night, and slew them there. And Saul built an altar 
unto the Lord : the same was the first altar that he built 
unto the Lord. 

And Saul said, " Let us go down after the Philistines 
by night, and spoil them until the morning light, and let 
us not leave a man of them." 

And they said, " Do whatsoever seemeth good unto 
thee." 

Then said the priest, " Let us draw near hither 
unto God." 

And Saul asked counsel of God, "Shall I go down 
after the Philistines? Wilt thou deliver them into the 
hand of Israel ? " 

But he answered him not that day. And Saul said, 
" Draw nigh hither, all ye chiefs of the people : and know 
and see wherein this sin hath been this day. For, as the 
Lord liveth, who saveth Israel, though it be in Jonathan 
my son, he shall surely die." 

But there was not a man among all the people that 
answered him. Then said he unto all Israel, " Be ye on 
one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the 
other side." 

And the people said unto Saul, " Do what seemeth 
good unto thee." 
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Therefore Saul said unto the Lord, the God of Israel, 
" Show the right." 

And Jonathan and Saul were taken by lot: but the 
people escaped. 

Then Saul said, " Cast lots between me and Jonathan, 
my son." And Jonathan was taken. 

Then Saul said to Jonathan, "Tell me what thou 
hast done." 

And Jonathan told him, and said, " I did but taste a 
little honey with the end of the rod that was in mine 
hand ; and lo, I must die." 

And Saul said, " God do so and more also. Thou shalt 
surely die, Jonathan." 

And the people said unto Saul, " Shall Jonathan die, 
who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel? God 
forbid : as the Lord liveth there shall not one hair of his 
head fall to the ground ; for he hath wrought with God 
this day." So the people rescued Jonathan that he died 
not. Then Saul went up from following the Philistines: 
and the Philistines went to their own place. — i Samuel xiii, 

15-23; xiv, 1-46 

We must not think to make a staple commodity of all the 
knowledge in the land to mark and license it like our broadcloth 
and our wool packs. What is it but a servitude like that imposed 
by the Philistines, not to be allowed the sharpening of our own 
axes and coulters, but we must repair from all quarters to twenty 
licensing forges. — John Milton, " Areopagitica " ^ 

1 A pamphlet written in 1643 against the proposal of the English Parliament 
to regulate printing and licensing books. 
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THE REJECTION OF SAUL 

[The Israelites fought a great battle with the Ammonites and won a 
great victory, but Saul disobeyed the commandments of the Lord and 
caused the stem old judge of Israel to rebuke him for his disobedience. 
Samuel told him that the kingdom would pass to another.] 

And Samuel said to Saul, " The Lord sent me to anoint 
thee to be king over his people, over Israel: now there- 
fore hearken thou to the voice of the words of the Lord. 
Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, * I have marked that which 
Amalek did to Israel, how he set himself against him in 
the way, when he came up out of Egypt. Now go and 
smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and 
spare them not, nor covet anything that is theirs; but 
slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and 
sheep, camel and ass.' " 

And Saul summoned the people, and numbered them 
in Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen, and ten thou- 
sand men of Judah. And Saul came to the city of Amalek, 
and laid wait in the valley. And Saul said unto the Kenites. 
" Go, depart, get you down from among the Amalekites, 
lest I destroy you with them ; for ye showed kindness to 
all the children of Israel, when they came up out of Egypt." 

So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites, 
and Saul smote the Amalekites alive, and utterly de- 
stroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. But 
Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the 
sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, 
and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them : 
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but everything that was vile and good for nothing, that 
they destroyed utterly. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel, saying, 
"It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for 
he is turned back from following me, and hath not per- 
formed my commandments." 

And Samuel was grieved ; and he cried to the Lord all 
night. And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morn- 
ing ; and it was told Samuel, saying, " Saul came to Gar- 
mel, and, behold, he set him up a monument, and is gone 
about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal." And 
Samuel came to Saul : and Saul said to him, " Blessed be 
thou of the Lord : I have performed the commandment 
of the Lord." 

And Samuel said, " What meaneth then this bleating 
of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen 
which I hear?" 

And Saul said, "They have brought them from the 
Amalekites : for the people spared the best of the sheep 
and of the oxen, to sacrifice to the Lord thy God ; and 
the rest we have utterly destroyed." 

Then Samuel said to Saul, " Stay, and I will tell thee 
what the Lord hath said to me this night." 

And he said unto him, " Say on." 

And Samuel said, "Though thou wast little in thine 
own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of 
Israel? And the Lord anointed thee king over Israel; 
and the Lord sent thee on a journey, and said, * Go and 
utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight 
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against them until they be consumed.' Wherefore then 
didst thou not obey the voice of the Lord, but didst fly 
upon the spoil, and didst that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lord ? " ■ 

And Saul said unto Samuel, " Yea, I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lord, and have gone the way which the Lord 
sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and 
have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But the people 
took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the de- 
voted things, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in Gilgal." 

And Samuel said, " Hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of 
the Lord? Behold, 

" To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams. 

" For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and to refuse 
to obey is as idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king." 

And Saul said to Samuel, " I have sinned : for I have 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy 
words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their 
voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and 
turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord." 

And Samuel said to Saul, " I will not return with thee, 
for thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord 
hath rejected thee from being king over Israel." 

And as Samuel turned about to go away, Saul laid hold 
upon the skirt of his robe, and it rent. And Samuel said 
to him, ** The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from 
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thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbor of thine, who 
is better than thou. And also the Strength of Israel will not 
lie nor repent : for he is not a man that he should repent." 

Then he said, " I have sinned : yet honor me now, I 
pray thee, before the elders of my people, and before 
Israel ; and turn again with me, that I may worship the 
Lord thy God." 

So Samuel turned again after Saul; and Saul wor- 
shiped the Lord. 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to 
his house to Gibeah of Saul. And Samuel never beheld 
Saul until the day of his death; and Samuel mourned 
for Saul : and the Lord repented that he had made Saul 
king over Israel. — i Samuel xv, 1-35 (in part) 



SAUL AND THE WITCH OF ENDOR 

HOW SAUL WENT TO A WITCH'S HUT AT NIGHT 

AND SAW STRANGE VISIONS 

[Samuel was dead, and the reign of the first great king of Israel had 
been a stormy one. Now it approached its tragic end, and Saul felt that 
God had deserted him ; but it was his own soul which had deserted God. 
The Philistines were mustering in great force. A battle was coming. In 
his sore trouble Saul went to the house of an old witch at Endor to find 
help, but he found only a deeper despair.] 

Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented 
him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. 
And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, 
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and the wizards, out of the land. And the Philistines 
gathered themselves together, and came and camped 
in Shunem: and Saul gathered all Israel together, and 
they camped in Gilboa. And when Saul saw the host 
of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled 
greatly. And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord 
answered him not, neither by dreams nor by priests nor 
by prophets. 

Then said Saul to his servants, " Seek me a woman that 
hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire 
of her." 

And his servants said to him, " Behold, there is a 
woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor." 

And Saul disguised himself and put on other raiment, 
and went, he and two men with him, and they came 
to the woman by night : and he said, " Divine unto me, 
I pray thee, by the familiar spirit, and bring me up 
whomsoever I shall name unto thee." 

And the woman said unto him, " Behold, thou knowest 
what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have 
familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land : where- 
fore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me 
to die ? " 

And Saul swore to her by the Lord, saying, " As the 
Lord liveth, there shall no punishment happen to thee 
for this thing." 

Then said the woman, " Whom shall I bring up unto 
thee ? " 

And he said, " Bring me up Samuel." 
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And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a 
loud voice : and the woman spoke to Saul, saying, " Why 
hast thou deceived me ? for thou art Saul." 

And the king said to her, " Be not afraid : for what 
sawest thou ? " 

And the woman said to Saul, ** I saw one like a god 
coming up out of the earth." 

And he said unto her, " What form is he of ? " 

And she said, " An old man cometh up ; and he is 
covered with a robe." 

And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he bowed 
with his face to the ground, and prostrated himself. 
And Samuel said to Saul, " Why hast thou disquieted 
me, to bring me up?" 

And Saul answered, ** I am sore distressed ; for the Phi- 
listines make war against me, and God is departed from 
me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor 
by dreams : therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest 
make known to me what I shall do." 

And Samuel said, "Wherefore dost thou ask me, 
seeing the Lord is departed from thee, and is become 
thine enemy? And the Lord hath done unto thee as he 
spoke by me : and the Lord hath rent the kingdom out 
of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbor, even to David. 
Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the Lord, and 
didst not execute his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore 
hath the Lord done this thing unto thee this day. More- 
over the Lord will deliver Israel also with thee into the 
hand of the Philistines : and to-morrow shalt thou and thy 
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sons be with me : the Lord shall deliver the host of Israel 
also into the hands of the Philistines." 

Then Saul fell straightway his full length upon the 
earth, and was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel ; 
and there was no strength in him ; for he had eaten no 
food all the day, nor all the night. — i Samuel xxviii, 3-20 

We are heartily rejoiced of thy safety ; nevertheless, we pray 
thee to be on thy guard in the matter of this second Witch of 
Endor. — Sir Walter Scott, " Ivanhoe," chap, xxxv 



THE DEATH OF SAUL AND HIS SONS 

[The army of Saul fought a great battle with the Philistines at Mount 
Gilboa. They were outnumbered, and the tide of battle rolled over them 
and blotted them out. The gallant Jonathan was killed and the other 
sons of Saul also. At last the old king was surrounded by the enemy. 
He was wounded by the enemies' archers as King Harold was wounded 
at Hastings by the Norman archers. He commanded his armor-bearer 
to put him to death, but the soldier refused. Then Saul fell on his own 
sword, and the first great king of Israel, like an old lion at bay, fell, 
ringed about by his foes.] 

Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the 
men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell 
down slain in Mount Gilboa. And the Philistines followed 
hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines 
slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchi-shua, the sons 
of Saul. And the battle went sore against Saul, and 
the archers hit him and he was sore wounded by the 
archers. 
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MOUNT GlLllO. 



D THE VALLEY OF JEZREEL 

The mountain in the distance is Mount Gilboa, scene of the last great battle between 

Saul and the Philistines in which the old king was defeated and slain. The plain 

in the middle distance is the famous plain of Jezreel, where so many battles in 

ancient and modern limes have been fought 
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Then said Saul to his armor-bearer, " Draw thy sword 
and thrust me through herewith; lest the Philistines 
come and thrust me through, and make a mock of me." 

But his armor-bearer would not ; for he was sore afraid. 
Therefore Saul took his sword and fell upon it. 

And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he 
likewise fell upon his sword, and died with him. So Saul 
died, and his three sons, and his armor-bearer, and all his 
men, that same day together. And when the men of 
Israel that were on the other side of the valley, and they 
that were beyond Jordan, saw that the men of Israel 
fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook 
the cities, and fled ; and the Philistines came and dwelt 
in them. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philis- 
tines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his 
three sons fallen in Mount Gilboa. And they cut off his 
head, and stripped off his armor, and sent into the land 
of the Philistines round about, to carry the tidings unto 
the house of their idols, and to the people. And they put 
his armor in the house of the god Ashtaroth: and they 
fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. And when 
the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philis- 
tines had done to Saul, all the valiant men arose, and 
went all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies 
of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan ; and they came to 
Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they took their bones 
and buried them under the tamarisk tree in Jabesh, and 
fasted seven days. — i Samuel xxxi 

[62] 



STORIES OF THE GREAT KINGS 

Stories of the Youthful Days of David 

David is one of the great figures of the world's history. Shepherd, 
minstrel, poet, courtier, soldier, statesman, builder of empire, his life 
from beginning to end was filled with romantic and chivalrous adven- 
ture. He was adored by his friends and admired by his enemies. 

He possessed, it is true, very human qualities, sensual, headstrong, 
cruel as others of his time were cruel, but under every aspect kingly, 
royal, exalted. His is a figure which will always command the respect 
and admiration of the world. He will always have his full measure of 
praise from those who love the high qualities which he possessed. More 
than that, the world will always love him. For his work was not only 
the founding of an empire, the bringing of the scattered tribes together so 
that a national faith was possible, but in him is found for the first time 
that conception of faith which is idealistic, symbolic, poetic. Study his life 
as we may, find the " real David " human, falling behind the ideal, still he 
will embody in his early days the gallant spirit of eternal youth, in old 
age the grandeur of suffering and the victory over pain and disaster. 

THE ANOINTING OF DAVID 

HOW A SHEPHERD LAD WAS ANOINTED TO BE 

KING OF ISRAEL 

[The first glimpse which we have of David is at a sacrifice at Bethlehem 
when he is privately anointed to be the future king of Israel by the 
august prophet of the old order, Samuel. He is described as small of 
stature, ruddy, with keen, bright eyes. He had been assigned menial 
work to do, the keeping of his father^s flock, but those lonely vigils with 
the sheep in the wild pasture lands east of Bethlehem had given him 
splendid training.] 

But the Lord said to Samuel, " How long wilt thou 
mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from being 
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king over Israel ? Fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will 
send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite : for I have pro- 
vided me a king among his sons." 

And Samuel said, " How can I go ? If Saul hear it, 
he will kill me." 

And the Lord said, "Take a heifer with thee, and 
say, ' I am come to sacrifice to the Lord.' And call 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show thee what thou 
shalt do : and thou shalt anoint to me him whom I 
name to thee." 

And Samuel did that which the Lord spoke, and 
came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came 
to meet him trembling, and said, ** Comest thou 
peaceably ? " 

And he said, " Peaceably : I am come to sacrifice 
to the Lord : sanctify yourselves, and come with me 
to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, 
and called them to the sacrifice. 

And it came to pass, when they were come, that 
he looked on Eliab, and said, " Surely the Lord's 
anointed is before him." 

But the Lord said unto Samuel, " Look not on his 
countenance, or on the height of his stature; because 
I have rejected him: for the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart." 

Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. And he said, " Neither hath the Lord 
chosen this one." 
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SHEPHERD BOY NEAR BETHLEHEM 



This shepherd boy U carrying on his shoulders a sheep which is hurt or sick. On 
these hills David cared for his father's flocks before he went to fight Goliath 
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Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he 
said, " Neither hath the Lord chosen this one." 

And Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before 
Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, " The Lord 
hath not chosen these." 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, *'Are here all thy 
children ? " 

And he said, "There remaineth yet the youngest, 
and, behold, he keepeth the sheep." 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, " Send and fetch him : 
for we will not sit down till he come hither." 

And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly 
to look upon. And the Lord said, " Arise, anoint him ; 
for this is he." 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 
him in the midst of his brethren: and the spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. — 

I Samuel xvi, 1-13 

SONG OF THE SHEPHERD BOY 

I was small amongst my brethren, and the youngest 

in my father's house. 
I was feeding my father's sheep. 

My hands made a harp, and my fingers fitted a psaltery. 
And who shall tell it to my Lord? He is the Lord, 

he heareth. 
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He sent his messenger and took me from my father's 

flocks. 
And anointed me with oil of his anointing. My 

brethren were beautiful and tall, 
But the Lord was not well pleased with them. I went 

out to meet the Philistine, 
And he cursed me by his idols. But I drew his own 

sword and beheaded him. 
And took away the reproach from the children of Israel. 

Psalm, found only in the Septuagint ^ 



THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

[The Shepherd Psalm is one of the best loved and most frequently 
quoted pieces of literature in any language. Almost everyone knows it 
by heart, and loves it as a precious possession. The phrases " He 
maketh me to lie down in green pastures," " He leadeth me beside the 
still waters," " Though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, I will fear no evil," have been quoted by thousands of writers 
and speakers.] 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul : 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake. 

1 The Septuagint is a Greek translation of the Old Testament. 
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Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, 
I will fear no evil; for thou art with me: 
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 

mine enemies: 
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 

over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life: 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Psalm xxiii 

So the spring days came and went, the sky grew clearer, the 

earth greener, the flowers were up fair and early, and the birds 

came back in time to say good-by to Beth, who, like a tired but 

trustful child clung to the hands that had led her all her life, 

as father and mother guided her tenderly through the Valley of 

the Shadow and gave her up to God. — Louisa M. Alcott, " Littie 
Women," chap, xl 

As the light of natural day, however, began to struggle with 
the glow of the lantems, these vain imaginations lost their vivid- 
ness, and finally vanished with the first ray of sunshine that 
greeted our escape from the Valley of the Shadow of Death. — 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, " Mosses from an Old Manse " 
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DAVID AND GOLIATH 

HOW A SHEPHERD BOY KILLED A GREAT GIANT 
WITH A SMOOTH STONE FROM THE BROOK 

[This is one of the favorite stories of all the ages. It is a perfect 
example of the story-telling art. No detail is emitted. We see the 
thoughtful father sending to the boys in camp a measure of parched 
com and ten loaves of bread, and ten cheeses as a present to the 
captain. He knows how good the mother's cooking will taste to the 
boys in camp. And when David gets to camp, how natural is the scold- 
ing which the big boys give the little one for leaving the few sheep 
in the wilderness 1 And the answer in the dialect of the eternal boy : 
" What have I done now ? I have only asked a question." Then the battle ! 
Look at young David as he stands ready and watchful, sling in hand. 
He is more than David. He is the spirit of eternal youth, the embodi- 
ment of strength and purity of heart, of joy and hope, and simple faith 
in God. He is the first of those youthful champions, the Saint Georges, 
who have killed dragons and overcome the brute force of wrong in this 
evil old world. One stone from the brook with the strength of youth 
and trust and enthusiasm behind it brings the great brass-covered, stupid, 
loud-mouthed giant, the symbol of the unspiritual forces, the foe of light 
and freedom, clanging to the ground.] 

Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to 
battle. And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered 
together, and camped in the vale of Elah, and set the 
battle in array against the Philistines. And the Philis- 
tines stood on a mountain on the one side, and Israel 
stood on a mountain on the other side: and there 
was a valley between them. 

And there went out a champion out of the camp of the 
Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six 
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cubits and a span. And he had a helmet of brass upon 
his head, and he was clad in a coat of mail; and the 
weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass. 
And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a shield 
of brass between his shoulders. And the staff of his spear 
was like a weaver's beam ; and his spear s head weighed 
six hundred shekels of iron : and his shield-bearer went 
before him. And he stood and cried to the armies of 
Israel, and said to them, " Why are ye come out to set 
your battle in array ? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants 
to Saul ? choose you a man for you, and let him come 
down to me. If he be able to fight with me, and kill me, 
then will we be your servants : but if I prevail against him, 
and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us," 

And the Philistine said, " I defy the armies of Israel 
this day ; give me a man, that we may fight together." 

And when Saul and all Israel heard those words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem- 
judah, whose name was Jesse; and Jesse had eight sons: 
and the man was considered an old man in the days of 
Saul. And the three eldest sons of Jesse had gone after 
Saul to the battle : and the names of his three sons that 
went to the battle were Eliab the first-born, and next unto 
him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. And David was 
the youngest : and the three eldest followed Saul. 

Now David went to and fro from Saul to find his 
father's sheep at Bethlehem, and the Philistine came out 
morning and evening and presented himself forty days. 
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[ IN BETHLEHEM 
This caravan is halting in the ancient town of Bethlehem, David's city 
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And Jesse said to David his son, " Take now for thy 
brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and these ten 
loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren ; and bring 
these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand ; and 
look how thy brethren fare, and bring back some token 
of their welfare." 

Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in 
the vale of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. And David 
rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a 
keeper, and took the presents and went, as Jesse had 
commanded him; and he came to the barricade of 
wagons, as the host which was going forth to the fight 
shouted for the battle. And Israel and the Philistines 
put the battle in array, army against army. And David 
left the presents he had brought in the hand of the 
keeper of the baggage, and ran to the army, and came 
and saluted his brethren. And as he talked with them, 
behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of 
Gath, Goliath by name, out of the ranks of the Philistines, 
and spoke as before : and David heard him. And all the 
men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and 
were sore afraid. And the men of Israel said, " Have ye 
seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is 
he come up, and it shall be that the man who killeth 
him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will 
give him his daughter in marriage, and make his father's 
house free in Israel." 

And David spoke to the men that stood by him, say- 
ing, " What shall be done to the man that killeth this 
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Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? 
for who is this Philistine, that he should defy the armies 
of the living God ? " 

And the people answered him after this manner, say- 
ing, " So shall it be done to the man that killeth him." 

And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke 
unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against 
David, and he said, " Why art thou come down ? and 
with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilder- 
ness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine 
heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see 
the battle." 

And David said, " What have I done now ? I have 
only asked a question." 

And he turned away from him toward another, and 
spoke after the same manner: and the people answered 
him again in the same way. And when the words were 
heard which David spoke, they rehearsed them before 
Saul; and he sent for him. And David said to Saul, 
" Let no man's heart fail because of him : thy servant 
will go and fight with this Philistine." 

And Saul said to David, " Thou art not able to go 
against this Philistine to fight with him : for thou art but 
a youth, and he a man of war from his youth." 

And David said to Saul, " Thy servant kept his father's 
sheep ; and when there came a lion, and a bear, and took 
a lamb out of the flock, I went out after him, and smote 
him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he 
arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote 
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him, and slew him. Thy servant slew both the lion and 
the bear: and this Philistine shall be as one of them, 
seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God." 
And David said, "The Lord that delivered me out of 
the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he 
will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine." 

And Saul said to David, " Go, and the Lord shall be 
with thee." 

And Saul armed David with his own armor, and he 
put an helmet of brass upon his head, and he clad him 
with a coat of mail. And David girded on his sword. 
But David said to Saul, " I cannot go with these ; for I 
have not proved them." 

And David put them off him. And he took his staff 
in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the 
brook, and put them in the shepherd's bag which he had, 
and his sling was in his hand : and he drew near to the 
Philistine. And the Philistine came on and drew near to 
David; and the man that bore the shield went before 
him. And when the Philistine looked about, and saw 
David, he despised him: for he was but a youth, and 
ruddy, and of a fair countenance. And the Philistine said 
to David, "Am I a dog, that thou com est to me with 
staves ? " 

And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the 
Philistine said to David, " Come to me, and I will give 
thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of 
the field." 

Then said David to the Philistine, "Thou comest to 
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me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a javelin; 
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This 
day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and I 
will smite thee, and take thine head from off thee; and 




NATIVE WITH PLOW 

In the East primitive implements of agriculture are still in use. The plows are 

made of wood, being sometimes nothing but a crude stick. It is not strange that 

crops are meager under the conditions which prevail. From a photograph by 

Dr. John Finley, and used with his kind permission 

I will give the carcasses of the host of the Philistines this 
day to the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the 
earth ; that all the earth may know that there is a God in 
Israel: and that all this host may know that the Lord 
saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the 
Lord's and he will give you into our hands." 
[7Sl 
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And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and 
came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hastened, 
and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. And 
David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, 
and slung it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, so 
that the stone sunk into his forehead and he fell upon his 
face to the earth. So David prevailed over the Philistine 
with a sling and with a stone and slew him; but there 
was no sword in the hand of David. Then David ran, 
and stood over the Philistine, and took his sword and 
drew it out of its sheath, and slew him, and cut off his 
head therewith. And when the Philistines saw that their 
champion was dead, they fled. And the men of Israel and 
of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, 
to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines 
fell down by the way. And the children of Israel returned 
from chasing after the Philistines, and they plundered their 
camp. And David took the head of the Philistine, and 
brought it to Jerusalem ; but he put his armor in his tent. 

And when Saul saw David go forth against the 
Philistine, he said unto Abner, the captain of the host, 
" Abner, whose son is this youth ? " 

And Abner said, " As thy soul liveth, O king, I cannot 
tell." 

And the king said, " Inquire thou whose son the 
stripling is." And as David returned from the slaughter 
of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him before 
Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. And 
Saul said to him, " Whose son art thou, young man ? " 
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And David answered, " I am the son of thy servant 
Jesse the Bethlehemite." 

And it came to pass, when he had made an end of 
speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit 
with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his 
own soul. 

And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no 
more home to his father's house. — i Samuel xvii, xviii, 1-2 

There is one 
Come as Goliath came of yore. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " Queen Mary " 

Then for her spear she might have a weaver's beam. 

John Ruskin, ** Crown of Wild Olive '' 

** Why, were the Greeks great fighters ? " said Tom, who saw 
a vista in this direction. ** Is there anything like David, and 
Goliath, and Samson, in the Greek history ? Those are the only 
bits I like in the history of the Jews." 

** Oh, there are very fine stories of that sort about the Greeks, 
— about the heroes of early times who killed the wild beasts, as 
Samson did. And in the Odyssey — that's a beautiful poem — 
there 's a more wonderful giant than Goliath, — Polypheme, who 
had only one eye in the middle of his forehead ; and Ulysses, a 
little fellow but very wise and cunning, got a red-hot pine-tree and 
stuck it into this one eye, and made him roar like a thousand 
bulls." — George Eliot, " The Mill on the Floss," chap, iii 

Braves of the tribe were these, and brothers, gigantic in stature. 

Huge as Goliath of Gath, or the terrible Og, king of Bashan ; 

One was Pecksuot named, and the other was called Wattawamat. 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, " The Courtship of 

Miles Standish " 
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His (Lloyd George's) father was a village schoolmaster who 
died and left his wife and children to the mercies of chance. An 
uncle received that little homeless family under his roof, and to 
earn bread for them worked harder than ever at his cobbler's 
bench. David stood beside his toiling uncle learning the great 
organ music of the English Bible. The old man would pause in 
his work to read a passage, and the boy would repeat it after him. 
And behind the shop, David's mother in the kitchen was striving 
so to economize that she might have a sixpence over at the end 
of the week. It is the life of the poor. 

And now, tonight, he announces the overthrow of the Hohen- 
zollems. This little David of the Welsh hills, more than anyone 
ever in the world, has destroyed the Goliath of Prussianism. He 
stands in the Guildhall telling mankind that the HohenzoUerns 
have gone, that great and illustrious family whose pride had 
become immeasurable, and whose shining sword had seemed 
four short months ago invincible. Facing him are the statues of 
Wellington and Nelson. All around those gray walls hang the 
gray banners of the Free Nations, and he is the voice of destiny 
in that ancient place of civic splendor and outworn pageantry, this 
cobbler's nephew, telling us that the HohenzoUerns are gone ; — 
gone forever. What a romance ! — Harold Begbie, description of 
a meeting at the London Guildhall, 1 9 1 8 

THE LOVE OF DAVID AND JONATHAN 

[David left the sheepfolds of Bethlehem and came to be a courtier in 
the palace of King Saul. There he met Jonathan, and a wonderful friend- 
ship grew up between them. The beauty of that friendship lightens 
the dark picture of that age of bloodshed and strife. Jonathan is the 
Bayard of the Old Testament, a knight " without fear and without re- 
proach," " whose strength is as the strength of ten because his heart is 
pure." A gallant soldier, gentle, winsome, attractive, beloved of his stem 
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father, the idol of the people, torn in his sensitive soul between filial duty 
and that splendid love for his friend, loyal to both and faithful to both, — 
what could be finer than this picture ?] 

Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because 
he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped 
himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to 
David, and his apparel, even to his sword, and to his bow, 
and to his girdle. And David went out whithersoever 
Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely : and Saul set 
him over the men of war, and it was good in the sight of 
all the people, and also in the sight of Sauls servants. 

And it came to pass as they came, when David returned 
from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came 
out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet 
King Saul, with timbrels, with joy, and with instruments of 
music. And the women sang one to another in their play, 

and said, g^ul hath slain his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands. 

And Saul was very wroth, and this saying displeased 
him ; and he said, " They have ascribed unto David ten 
thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands : 
and what can he have more but the kingdom ? " And 
Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that an evil spirit 
from God came mightily upon Saul, and he raved in the 
midst of the house : and David played with his hand, as 
he did day by day : and Saul had his spear in his hand. 
And Saul cast the spear ; for he said, '' I will smite David 
even to the wall." 
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And David escaped out of his presence twice. And 
Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, 
and was departed from Saul. Therefore Saul removed him 
from him, and made him his captain over a thousand ; 




OF PALESTINE 



These shepherds have brought their sheep up from the hills to the town. The 

shepherds of Palesiine are very much attached to their flocks and take the best 

care of them 

and he went out and came in before the people. And 
David behaved himself wisely in all his ways ; and the 
Lord was with him. And when Saul saw that he be- 
haved himself very wisely, he stood in awe of him. But 
all Israel and Judah loved David; for he went out and 
came in before them. — i Samuel xviii, 3-16 
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If Saul could have had you for his David, the evil spirit would 
have been exorcised without the aid of the harp. — Charlotte 
Bront£, " Jane Eyre," chap, xxxvii 

Then he walked away and we had the garden all to ourselves, 
we, Jonathan and his new-found David. I did not ** fall upon his 
neck " like the princely Hebrew to whom I have likened myself, 
but whom alas ! I resembled in nothing save my loving : but I 
grasped his hand for the first time, and looking up to him as he 
stood thoughtfully by me whispered that I was very glad. — Dinah 
MuLOCK Craik, " John Halifax, Gentleman " 

SAUL 

[This is a portion of Browning's great poem " Saul." It represents 
David as a young man coming to the royal tent and playing on the harp 
and singing the songs of Israel to rouse the king from one of the periods 
of stupor into which he has fallen. He sings first the simple songs of 
the people, the shepherd songs, then a great chant of the might of King 
Saul, until at last the king is aroused from the evil spell which has come 
upon him.] 

Said Abner, "At last thou art come! Ere I tell, ere 
thou speak, 

Kiss my cheek, wish me well ! " Then I wished it, and 
did kiss his cheek. 

And he, "Since the King, O my friend, for thy coun- 
tenance sent, 

Neither drunken uor eaten have we; nor until from 
his tent 

Thou return with the joyful assurance the King liveth yet, 

Shall our lip with the honey be bright, with the water 

be wet 
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For out of the black mid-tent's silence, a space of 

three days, 
Not a sound hath escaped to thy servants, of prayer 

nor of praise. 
To betoken that Saul and the Spirit have ended their 

strife, 
And that, faint in his triumph, the monarch sinks back 

upon life. 

" Yet now my heart leaps, O beloved ! God s child 

with his dew 
On thy gracious gold hair, and those lilies still living 

and blue 
Just broken to twine round thy harp strings, as if no 

wild heat 
Were now raging to torture the desert ! " 

Then I, as was meet. 
Knelt down to the God of my fathers, and rose on my feet, 
And ran o'er the sand burnt to powder. The tent was 

unlooped ; 
I pulled up the spear that obstructed, and under I 

stooped; 
Hands and knees on the slippery grass-patch,.all withered 

- and gone. 
That extends to the second enclosure, I gToped my 

way on .. ,. — 

Till I felt where the foldskirts fly open. Then once 

more I prayed, 
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And opened the foldskirts and entered, and was not afraid 
But spoke, " Here is David, thy servant ! " And no voice 

repHed. 
At the first I saw naught but the blackness ; but soon 

I descried 
A something more black than the blackness — the vast, 

the upright 
Main prop which sustains the pavilion: and slow into 

sight 
Grew a figure against it, gigantic and blackest of all. 
Then a sunbeam, that burst through the tent-roof, 

showed Saul. 

He stood as erect as that tent-prop, both arms stretched 

out wide 
On the great cross-support in the center, that goes to 

each side; 
He relaxed not a muscle, but hung there as, caught in 

his pangs 
And waiting his change, the king-serpent all heavily 

hangs, 
Far away from his kind, in the pine, till deliverance come 
With the springtime, — so agonized Saul, drear and stark, 

blind and dumb. 

Then I tuned my harp, — took off the lilies we twine 

round its chords' 
Lest they snap 'neath the stress of the noontide — 

those sunbeams like swords! 
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And I first played the tune all our sheep know, as, 

one after one, 
So docile they come to the pen-door till folding be done. 
They are white and untorn by the bushes, for, lo, they 

have fed 
Where the long grasses stifle the water within the 

stream's bed ; 
And now one after one seeks its lodging, as star 

follows star 
Into eve and the blue far above us, — so blue and so far! 

— Then the tune, for which quails on the corn-land will 

each leave his mate 
To fly after the player; then, what makes the crickets 

elate 
Till for boldness they fight one another ; and then, what 

has weight 
To set the quick jerboa a-musing outside his sand house — 
There are none such as he for a wonder, half bird and 

half mouse ! 
God made all the creatures and gave them our love 

and our fear. 
To give sign, we and they are his children, one family 

here. 

Then I played the help-tune of our reapers, their wine- 
song, when hand 

Grasps at hand, eye lights eye in good friendship, and 
great hearts expand 
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And grow one in the sense of this world's Hfe. — And 

then, the last song 
When the dead man is praised on his journey — " Bear, 

bear him along, 
With his few faults shut up like dead flowerets! Are 

balm seeds not here 
To console us? The land has none left such as he 

on the bier. 
Oh, would we might keep thee, my brother!" — And 

then, the glad chaunt 
Of the marriage, — first go the young maidens, next, 

she whom we vaunt 
As the beauty, the pride of our dwelling. — And then, 

the great march 
Wherein man runs to man to assist him and buttress 

an arch 
Naught can break; who shall harm them, our friends? 

Then, the chorus intoned 
As the Levites go up to the altar in glory enthroned. 
But I stopped here : for here in the darkness Saul groaned. 

And I paused, held my breath in such silence, and 

listened apart; 
And the tent shook, for mighty Saul shuddered: and 

sparkles 'gan dart 
From the jewels that woke in his turban, at once with 

a start, 
All its lordly male-sapphires, and rubies courageous 

at heart. 
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So the head: but the body still moved not, still hung 

there erect. 
And I bent once again to my playing, pursued it 

unchecked, 
As I sang, — 

"Oh, our manhood's prime vigor! No spirit feels 
waste. 
Not a muscle is stopped in its playing, nor sinew 

unbraced. 
Oh, the wild joys of living! The leaping from rock 

up to rock. 
The strong rending of boughs from the fir-tree, the 

cool silver shock 
Of the plunge in a pool's living water, the hunt of the 

bear. 
And the sultriness showing the lion is couched in his Iain 
And the meal, the rich dates yellowed over with gold 

dust divine, 
And the locust-flesh steeped in the pitcher, the full 

draught of wine, 
And the sleep in the dried river-channel where bul- 
rushes tell 
That the water was wont to go warbling so softly 

and well. 
How good is man's life, the mere living! how fit to 

employ 
All the heart and the soul and the senses forever in joy I 
Hast thou loved the white locks of thy father, whose 

sword thou didst guard 
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When he trusted thee forth with the armies, for glori- 
ous reward? 

Didst thou see the thin hands of thy mother, held up 
as men sung 

The low song of the nearly departed, and hear her 
faint tongue 




L FAMILY IN PALESTINE 



This picture was taken near the old city of Bethlehem. From a photograph by 
Dr. John Finley, and used with his kind permission 



Joining in while it could to the witness, ' Let one more attest, 

I have lived, seen God's hand through a lifetime, and 
all was for best ' ? 

Then they sung through their tears, in strong triumph, 
not much, but the rest. 

And thy brothers, the help and the contest, the work- 
ing whence grew 
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Such result as, from seething grape-bundles, the spirit 

strained true: 
And the friends of thy boyhood — that boyhood of 

wonder and hope. 
Present promise and wealth of the future beyond the 

eye's scope, — 
Till, lo, thou art grown to a monarch ; a people is thine ; 
And all gifts, which the world offers singly, on one 

head combine! 
On one head, all the beauty and strength, love and rage 

(like the throe 
That, a-work in the rock, helps its labor and lets the 

gold go). 
High ambition and deeds which surpass it, fame crown- 
ing them, — all 
Brought to blaze on the head of one creature, — 

King Saul ! " 

Robert Browning 



HOW MICHAL DECEIVED HER FATHER 
AND SAVED DAVID'S LIFE 

And Michal, SauFs daughter, loved David : and 
they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. And Saul 
said, " I will give him her, that she may be a snare 
to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be 
against him." And Saul gave him Michal his daughter, 
and Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with 
David, and that Michal, Saul's daughter, loved him, 
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and Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and Saul 
became David's enemy continually. 

And Saul spoke to Jonathan his son, and to all his serv- 
ants, that they should slay David. But Jonathan, Saul's 
son, delighted much in David. And Jonathan told David, 
saying, " Saul, my father, seeketh to slay thee : now there- 
fore I pray thee, take heed to thyself in the morning, and 
abide in a secret place, and hide thyself: and I will go 
out and stand beside my father in the field where thou 
art, and I will speak with my father of thee ; and if I see 
aught, I will tell thee." 

And Jonathan spoke good of David unto Saul his 
father, and said unto him, " Let not the king sin against 
his servant, against David ; because he hath not sinned 
against thee, and because his works have been to thee- 
ward very good : for he put his life in his hand, and smote 
the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a great victory 
for all Israel : thou sawest it, and didst rejoice: wherefore 
then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay David 
without a cause ? " 

And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan : and 
Saul swore, " As the Lord liveth, he shall not be put 
to death." 

And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him all 
those things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and 
he was in his presence, as beforetime. 

And there was war again: and David went out, and 
fought with the Philistines, and slew them with a great 
slaughter; and they fled before him. And an evil spirit 
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from the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with 
his spear in his hand ; and David played with his hand. 

And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with 
the spear; but he slipped away of Saul's presence, and 
he smote the spear into the wall, but David fled, and 
escaped that night. 

And Saul sent messengers unto David's house to 
watch him, and to slay him in the morning : and Michal, 
David's wife, told him, saying, " If thou save not thy life 
tonight, tomorrow thou shalt be slain." 

So Michal let David down through the window: and 
he went, and fled, and escaped. And Michal took an 
image, and laid it in the bed, and put a pillow of goat's 
hair at the head thereof, and covered it with the clothes. 

And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she 
said, "He is sick." 

And Saul sent the messengers to see David, saying, 
" Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may slay him." 

And when the messengers came in, behold, the image 
was in the bed, with the pillow of goat's hair at the head 
thereof. 

And Saul said unto Michal, " Why hast thou deceived 
me thus, and let mine enemy go, that he is escaped ? " 

And Michal answered Saul, " He said unto me, * Let 
me go ; why should I kill thee ? ' " 

So David fled and escaped, and came to Samuel to 
Ramah, and told him all that Saul had done to him, and 
he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth. — i Samuel xviii, 

20, 21, 27-29 (in part); xix, 1-18 
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A MORNING PRAYER 

Lord, how are mine adversaries increased I 
Many are they that rise up against me. 
Many there are which say of my soul, 
There is no help for him in God. 
But thou, O Lord, art a shield about me; 
My glory, and the lifter up of mine head. 

I cried unto the Lord with my voice. 
And he answereth me out of his holy hill. 
I laid me down and slept; 
I awakened; for the Lord sustaineth me. 

Psalm ii 




REFUGEES NEAR 



These poor people were driven from their homes by the Turkish and German armies 
during the World War, They are shown carrying their few possessions on their 
heads. From a photograph by Dr. John Finley, and used by his kind p 
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HOW DAVID WAS DRIVEN FROM THE 

COURT 

[The friendship of David and Jonathan aroused the anger of the fierce 
king. It became no longer safe for David to stay at the court His life 
was in constant danger. Jonathan could not at first believe this, but 
sorrowfully at last he had to acknowledge that David must go away.] 

And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and 
said before Jonathan, " What have I done ? What is mine 
iniquity ? And what is my sin before thy father, that he 
seeketh my life ? " 

And he said unto him, " God forbid ; thou shalt not 
die: behold, my father doeth nothing either great or 
small, but that he showeth it unto me : and why should 
my father hide this thing from me ? It is not so." 

And David swore moreover, and said, "Thy father 
knoweth well that I have found grace in thine eyes ; and 
he saith, * Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved ': 
but truly as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there 
is but a step between me and death." 

Then said Jonathan unto David, " Whatsoever thy 
soul desireth, I will even do it for thee." 

And David said unto Jonathan, " Behold, tomorrow is 
the new moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king 
at meat : but let me go that I may hide myself in the field 
unto the third day at even. If thy father miss me at all, 
then say, * David earnestly asked leave of me that he 
might run to Bethlehem his city: for it is the yearly 
sacrifice there for all the family.' If he say thus, * It is 
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well ' ; thy servant shall have peace : but if he be very 
wroth, then know that evil is determined by him. There- 
fore deal kindly with thy servant ; for thou hast brought 
thy servant into a covenant of the Lord with thee : but 
if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for why 
shouldest thou bring me to thy father ? " 

And Jonathan said, " Far be it from thee : for if I knew 
certainly that evil were determined by my father to come 
upon thee, then would not I tell it thee ? " 

Then said David to Jonathan, " Who shall tell me if 
perchance thy father answer thee roughly ? " 

And Jonathan said unto David, " Come and let us go 
out into the field." And they went out both of them 
into the field. 

And Jonathan said unto David, " The Lord, the God of 
Israel, be witness ; when I have sounded my father about 
this time tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if there be 
good toward David, shall I not then send unto thee, and 
show it unto thee? The Lord do so to Jonathan, and 
more also, should it please my father to do thee evil, if I 
show it not unto thee, and send thee away, that thou may- 
est go in peace : and the Lord be with thee, as he hath 
been with my father. And thou shalt not only while yet 
I live show me the kindness of the Lord, that I die not : 
but also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my 
house forever: no, not when the Lord hath cut off the 
enemies of David every one from the face of the earth." 

So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, 
saying, "And the Lord shall require it at the hand of 
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David's enemies." And Jonathan caused David to swear 
again, for the love that he had to him : for he loved him 
as he loved his own soul. 

Then Jonathan said unto him, " Tomorrow is the new 
moon : and thou shalt be missed, because thy seat will be 
empty. And when thou hast stayed three days, thou shalt 
go down quickly, and come to the place where thou didst 
hide thyself when there was trouble before, and shalt re- 
main by the stone Ezel. And I will shoot three arrows 
on the side thereof, as though I shot at a mark. And, 
behold, I will send a lad, saying, * Go, find the arrows.' 
If I say unto the lad, ' Behold, the arrows are on this side 
of thee, take them'; and then come; for there is peace 
to thee and no hurt, as the Lord liveth. But if I say thus 
unto the boy, * Behold, the arrows are beyond thee ' : go 
thy way; for the Lord hath sent thee away. And as 
touching the matter which thou and I have spoken of, 
behold, the Lord is between thee and me forever." 

So David hid himself in the field : and when the new 
moon was come, the king sat him down to eat meat. 
And the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, even 
upon the seat by the wall; and Jonathan stood up, and 
Abner sat by Saul's side : but David's place was empty. 
Nevertheless Saul spoke not anything that day: for he 
thought, " Something hath befallen him." 

And it came to pass on the morrow after the new moon, 
which was the second day, that David's place was empty: 
and Saul said unto Jonathan his son, " Wherefore cometh 
not the son of Jesse to meat, neither yesterday, nor today?" 



STORIES OF THE GREAT KINGS 

And Jonathan answered Saul, '* David earnestly asked 
leave of me to go to Bethlehem : and he said, * Let me 
go, I pray thee ; for our family hath a sacrifice in the city ; 
and my brother, he hath commanded me to be there : and 
now, if I have found favor in thine eyes, let me go away, 
I pray thee, and see my brethren.' Therefore he is not 
come unto the king's table." 

Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he 
said unto him, " Thou son of a perverse rebellious woman, 
do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse 
to thine own shame, and unto the shame of thy mother ? 
For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, 
thou shalt not be established, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore 
now send and fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die." 

And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto 
him, " Wherefore should he be put to death ? What hath 
he done ? " 

And Saul cast his spear at him to smite him : whereby 
Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father to put 
David to death. So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce 
anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the month : 
for he was grieved for David, because his father had done 
him shame. 

And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan 
went out into the field at the time appointed with David, 
and a little lad with him. And he said unto his lad, " Run, 
find now the arrows which I shoot." 

And as the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. And 
when the lad was come to the place of the arrow v^lvvcK 

[95^ 



TALES OF CAPTAINS AND CONQUESTS 

Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after the lad, and said, 
"Is not the arrow beyond thee ? " 

And Jonathan cried after the lad, " Make speed, haste, 
stay not." 

And Jonathan's lad gathered up the arrows, and came 
to his master. But the lad knew not anything: on 
Jonathan and David knew the matter. 

And Jonathan gave his bow and arrows unto his lad,, 

and said unto him, " Go, carry them to the city." 

And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose out:^ 
of a place toward the south, and fell on his face to th 
ground, and bowed himself three times : and they kissed 
one another, and wept one with another, until David 
exceeded. 

And Jonathan said to David, " Go in peace, forasmuch 
as we have sworn both of us in the name of the Lord, 
saying, * The Lord shall be between me and thee, and be- 
tween my family and thy family, forever.' " And he arose 
and departed; and Jonathan went into the city. — i Samuel xx 

As we looked into each other's eyes, and clasped each other's 
hands above the dead man's face, we felt that there was love be- 
tween us, as of David and Jonathan, passing the love of woman. — 
Charles Kingsley, " Alton Locke " 

AN EVENING PRAYER 

Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness. 
Thou hast set me at large when I was in distress: 
Have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer. 

196 '\ 



STORIES OF THE GREAT KINGS 

ye sons of men, how long shall my glory be turned 

into dishonor? 
How long will ye love vanity, and seek after falsehood ? 

But know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly 

for himself : 
The Lord will hear when I call unto him. 
Stand in awe, and sin not: 

Commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. 
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness. 
And put your trust in the Lord. 

Many there be that say, " Who will show us any good ? " 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 
Thou hast put gladness in my heart. 
More than when their corn and their wine are increased. 

1 will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: 
For thou. Lord, only makest me dwell in safety. 

Psalm iv 

William Langland in ** Piers Plowman " represents a character 
Called Charity, who wears russet and fur, and sometimes ragged 
clothes. He is proud of a penny as of a pound of gold. He is 
\jlII of gladness, trusts his fellows, finds in sickness comfort, fears 
leither death nor dearth. The Dreamer, another character of the 
:)oem, asks who cares for him. He cares nothing, is the reply, 
Tor rent or riches. ** In the Lord he lays him down and takes 
■lis rest '' (Psalm iv). He has a friend who never fails, " When 
ihou openest thy hand, they are filled with good " (Psalm civ). 
He cleanses men from pride, with warm water from his eyes he 
' * washes them whiter than snow " (Psalm li), for he knows that 
^-* a broken and contrite healt thou wilt not despise/' 
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Stories of David the Outlaw 

David was driven from Saul's court and for a time lived the life of an 
outlaw. He gathered a company of men who, like himself, had been 
driven out of society. It must be confessed that the four hundred, later 
increased to six hundred, were a very rough crowd, as aU outlaws are. 
They were debtors unable to pay their debts, fugitives from justice, 
every restless, roving spirit with a good sword arm and a hatred of 
restraint. Such another band was Robin Hood's company in Sherwood 
Forest Doubtless 'many of them, like some of Robin Hood's company, 
were driven out of society by personal wrongs and the injustice of 
society. But no one would care to meet such a company after daxk I 
They lived by plunder, by raids upon sheepfolds, by any means at 
hand. All the while they were pursued with an implacable hatred by 
Saul and his soldiers. In spite of the character of the band there was a 
great deal of chivalry and romance connected with their wild adventures. 
This period of rough life in the open was very valuable to David. It 
made him strong, accustomed to hardship, brave and self-restrained in 
spirit Many of the great leaders of the world, from King Alfred down 
to Theodore Roosevelt, have passed through such vigorous training, 
with wild and rough men for their comrades. 

HOW DAVID GOT BACK THE SWORD 

OF GOLIATH 

[When David fled from the court of Saul and became an outlaw 
he was in sore need of food for himself and the few young men who 
were his companions. He fled in haste and had no sword or spear. 
The story tells how the priest Ahimelech gave him the holy bread for 
his necessity and the great sword of Goliath, which was wrapped in 
a cloth in the temple.] 

Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: 
and ^himeJech came to meet David trembling, and said 
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A BEDOUIN CAMl- IN THE WILDERNESS 

This wandering tribe is camping in the region in which David bid when he w 

pursued by Saul. It is full of caves and places of refuge for bunted men 
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unto him, " Why art thou alone, and no man with thee ? " 
And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, "The king 
hath commanded me a business, and hath said unto me 
* Let no man know anything of the business whereabout 
I send thee, and what I have commanded thee: and 
I have appointed the young men to such and such a 
place.' Now therefore what have you in hand? Give 
me five loaves of bread in my hand, or whatsoever there 
is present." And the priest answered David, and said, 
" There is no common bread in my hand, but there is holy 
bread; if only the young men are clean." And David 
answered the priest, and said unto him, " The young men 
are clean." So the priest gave him holy bread ; for there 
was no bread there but the holy bread that was taken 
from before the Lord. 

Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there 
that day, detained before the Lord; and his name was 
Doeg the Edomite, the chief of the herdsmen that 
belonged to Saul. And David said unto Ahimelech, 
" And is there not here under thy hand spear or sword ? 
for I have neither brought my sword nor my weapons 
with me, because the king's business required haste." 
And the priest said, " The sword of Goliath the Philis- 
tine, whom thou slewest in the vale of Elah, behold, it is 
here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod : if thou wilt 
take that, take it ; for there is no other save that here." 
And David said, " There is none like that ; give it me." — 

I Samuel xxi, 1-9 (in part) 
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HOW DAVID PRETENDED TO BE A MAD- 
MAN AND SCRABBLED ON THE DOOR OF 
ACHISH, THE KING OF THE PHILISTINES 

[David was oftentimes in very desperate straits after he fled from 
Saul. Sometimes he would have four hundred men in the cave of 
Adullam, which was his chief hiding place, and again he would be left 
almost alone. This story tells how he was almost identified by the king 
of Gath and how he pretended to be a madman in order to escape 
imprisonment and perhaps death.] 

And David arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul, 
and went to Achish the king of Gath. And the servants 
of Achish said unto him, " Is not this David the king of 
the land? Did they not sing one to another of him in 
dances, saying, 

* Saul hath slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands .? ' " 

And David laid up these words in his heart, and was 
sore afraid of Achish the king of Gath. And he changed 
his behavior before them, and feigned himself mad in 
their hands, and scrabbled on the doors of the gate, 
and let his spittle fall down upon his beard. 

Then said Achish unto his servants, " Lo, ye see the 
man is mad: wherefore then have ye brought him to 
me? Do I lack madmen, that ye have brought this 
fellow to play the madman in my presence? Shall this 
fellow come into my house ? " 

David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the 
cave of Adullam: and when his brethren and all his 
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father's house heard it, they went down thither to 
him. And everyone that was in distress, and every- 
one that was in debt, and everyone that was discon- 
tented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became 
captain over them: and there were with him about 
four hundred men. 

And David went thence to Mizpeh of Moab, and he 
said unto the king of Moab, " Let my father and my 
mother, I pray thee, come forth, and be with you, till I 
know what God will do for me." 

And he brought them before the king of Moab: and 
they dwelt with him all the while that David was in. 
the stronghold. 

And the prophet Gad said unto David, " Abide not in 
the stronghold; depart, and get thee into the land of 
Judah." Then David departed, and came into the forest 

of Hereth. — i Samuel xxi, 10-15 ; ^^^^ ^"5 



OUR TRUST IS IN GOD 

The Lord answer thee in the day of trouble; 

The name of the God of Jacob set thee up on high; 

Send thee help from the sanctuary. 

And strengthen thee out of Zion; 

Remember all thy offerings. 

And accept thy burnt sacrifice; 

Grant thee thy heart's desire, 

And fulfill all thy counsel. 
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^Ve will triumph in thy salvation, 

^nd in the name of our God we will set up our 

banners : 
TThe Lord fulfill all thy petitions. 
J^ow know I that the Lord saveth his anointed; 
He will answer him from his holy heaven 
"With the saving strength of his right hand. 

Some boast in chariots, and some in horses; 

But we will make mention of the name of the Lord 
our God. 

They are bowed down and fallen: 

But we are risen, and stand upright. 

Let the King answer us when we call. psalm xx 

Every third year, so the story runs, the Druids held a great 
festival on the plain of Berg in Ireland. The five kings of 
Ireland were there, with their horsemen and chariots. Every 
hearth in Ireland was cold waiting to be rekindled from the 
sacred fire, which, it was believed, came down from heaven. On 
one occasion a bright flame was seen on the edge of the plain. 
Saint Patrick and his twelve priests were found there at worship. 
When the saint was brought before the kings he spoke so power- 
fully on the seventh verse of the twentieth psalm, **some put 
their trust in chariots and some in horses, but we will remember 
the name of the Lx)rd our God,** that the power of the Druids 
was broken from that day. 
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THE THREE VALIANT CAPTAINS 

HOW THEY BROUGHT WATER TO DAVID FROM THE 

OLD WELL AT BETHLEHEM 

[This is one of the finest stories of the outlaw period of David's life. 
It shows how his men loved him and brings out the greatness of David's 
character.] 

There were three valiant captains in David's army. 
These three went down, and came to David in the har- 
vest time to the cave of Adullam ; and the troop of the 
Philistines were encamped in the valley of Rephaim. 

And David was then in the stronghold, and the 
garrison of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem. 
And David longed, and said, " Oh that one would give 
me water to drink of the -well of Bethlehem, which is 
by the gate!" 

And the three mighty men broke through the host 
of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of 
Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and 
brought it to David: but he would not drink thereof, 
but poured it out to the Lord. 

And he said, " Be it far from me, O Lord, that 
I should do this: shall I drink the blood of the men 
that went in jeopardy of their lives?" therefore he 
would not drink it. 

These things did the three mighty men. — 2 Samuel xxiii, 
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THEE WE WOULD BE ALWAYS BLESSING 

I will bless the Lord at all times: 
His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: 
The humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

magnify the Lord with me, 
And let us exalt his name together. 

1 sought the Lord, and he heard me, 
And delivered me from all my fears. 
They looked unto him, and were lightened: 
And their faces shall never be confounded. 
This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him. 
And saved him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 

that fear him, 
And delivereth them. 
O taste and see that the Lord is good: 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 

fear the Lord, ye his saints: 

For there is no want to them that fear him. 
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: 
But they that seek the Lord shall not want any good 

thing. 
Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

1 will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
What man is he that desireth life. 

And loveth many days that he may see good fortune? 
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Keep thy tongue from evil, 

And thy lips from speaking guile. 

Depart from evil and do good; 

Seek peace, and pursue it. 

The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, 

And his ears are open unto their cry. 

The face of the Lord is against them that do evil 

To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 

The righteous cried and the Lord heard. 

And delivered them out of all their troubles. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 

heart, 
And saveth such as are of a contrite spirit. 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous; 
But the Lord delivereth him out of them all. 
He keepeth all his bones: 
Not one of them is broken. 
Evil shall slay the wicked; 

And they that hate the righteous shall be condemned. 
The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants; 
And none of them that take refuge in him shall be 

desolate. t* i 

viv.c»vy ^. Psalm xxxiv 

Columba, the great missionary saint, is said to have been able 
to repeat the psalms as soon as he knew the alphabet. The last 
words which he wrote were the tenth verse of the thirty-fourth 
psalm : ** Lions do lack and suffer hunger ; but they who seek 
the Lord shall not want any good thing.'* 
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THE MIGHTY MEN OF VALOR AND 

THEIR DEEDS 

[David had a wonderful power of making friends and drawing them to 
him with " hoops of steel." His bodyguard consisted of thirty picked men, 
each a hero, each distinguished for some deed of valor. The deeds by which 
some of them won their place on the muster roll of the men who guarded 
the person and the fortunes of the king are related in the following stories.] 

HOW ELEAZER HELD THE FOE AT BAY AND WON A 
GREAT VICTORY, WITH DAVID AND TWO OTHERS 

TO HELP 

Eleazer, one of the three mighty men with David, 
when they defied the Philistines that were there gathered 
together to battle, and the men of Israel were gone 
away, arose, and smote the Philistines until his hand 
was weary, and his hand clave unto the sword : and the 
Lord wrought a great victory that day ; and the people 
returned after him only to take the spoil. 

HOW SHAMMAH FOUGHT ALONE IN A FIELD 

OF LENTILS 

And after him was Shammah. And the Philistines 
were gathered together into a troop, where was a plot 
of ground full of lentils; and the people fled from the 
Philistines. But he stood in the midst of the plot, and 
defended it, and slew the Philistines; and the Lord 
wrought a great victory. 

[107] 
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HOW ABISHAI SLEW THREE HUNDRED OF THE ENEMY 

And Abishai, the brother of Joab, was chief of the three, 
and he lifted up his spear against three hundred and slew 
them, and had a name among the three. Was he not most 
honorable of the three? therefore he was made their 
captain: howbeit he attained not unto the first three. 

HOW BENAIAH KILLED A LION IN TIME OF SNOW AND 
SLEW AN EGYPTIAN WITH HIS OWN SPEAR 

And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, who had done 
mighty deeds, he slew two lion-like sons of Moab: he 
went down also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit in 
time of snow : and he slew an Egyptian, a goodly man : 
and the Egyptian had a spear in his hand ; but he went 
down to him with a staff and plucked the spear out of 
the Egyptian's hand, and slew him with his own spear. — 

2 Samuel xxiii, 9-10, 11-12, 18-21 (in part) 

IN THE SECRET PLACE OF THE MOST 

HIGH 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High 
Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress; 
My God, in whom I trust. 

For he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
And from the noisome pestilence. 
He shall cover thee with his pinions, 
And under his wings shalt thou take refuge: 

[ 108] 
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His truth is a shield and a buckler. 

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, 

Nor for the arrow that flieth by day, 

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness. 

Nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 

A thousand shall fall at thy side, 

And ten thousand at thy right hand; 

But it shall not come nigh thee. 

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold. 

And see the reward of the wicked. 

For thou, O Lord, art my refuge! 

Thou hast made the Most High thy habitation; 

There shall no evil befall thee. 

Neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee. 

To keep thee in all thy ways. 

They shall bear thee up in their hands, 

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: 

The young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample 

under feet. 
Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will 

I deliver him: 
I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. 
He shall call upon me, and I will answer him. 
I will be with him in trouble. 
I will deliver him and bring him to honor. 
With long life will I satisfy him. 
And show him my salvation. Psalm xci 

[ro9] 
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HOW DAVID SPARED THE LIFE OF SAU 

[Saul devoted most of his time to pursuing David, but always Davu^ -^ 
and his band managed to escape in spite of treadieiy and the utmos-^^^^ 
efforts of the king. Once David might have killed his enemy when h^ -^ 
caught him in a cave, but spared his life.] 






And they told David, saying, " Behold, the Philistines 
fighting against Keilah, and they rob the threshing floors.' 

Therefore David inquired of the Lord, saying, ** ShalL^--*^ 
I go and smite these Philistines ? " 

And the Lord said unto David, " Go, and smite the 
Philistines, and save Keilah." 

And David's men said unto him, " Behold, we are 
afraid here in Judah: how much more then if we go to 
Keilah against the bands of the Philistines ? " 

Then David inquired of the Lord yet again. And the 
Lord answered him and said, "Arise, go down to Keilah; 
for I will deliver the Philistines into thine hand." 

So David and his men went to Keilah, and fought 
with the Philistines, and brought away their cattle, and 
slew them with a great slaughter. So David saved the 
inhabitants of Keilah. 

And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of 
Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he came down 
with an ephod in his hand. And it was told Saul that 
David was come to Keilah. 

And Saul said, "God hath delivered him into mine 
hand; for he is shut in, by entering into a town that 
hath gates and bars." 
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THE TRAIL THROUGH THE WILDERKE 3 

s aaother picture of that rugged country in which David found a refuge 
during those days when he was an exile 
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And Saul summoned all the people to war, to go 
down to Keilah; to besiege David and his men. 

And David knew that Saul devised mischief against 
him ; and he said to Abiathar the priest, " Bring hither 
the ephod." 

Then said David, "O Lord, the God of Israel, thy 
servant hath surely heard that Saul seeketh to come to 
Keilah, to destroy the city for my sake. Will the men 
of Keilah deliver me up into his hand ? Will Saul come 
down as thy servant hath heard? O Lord, the God of 
Israel, -I beseech thee, tell thy servant." 

And the Lord said, "He will come down." 

Then said David, " Will the men of Keilah deliver up 
me and my men into the hand of Saul ? " 

And the Lord said, " They will deliver thee up." 

Then David and his men, which were about six hundred, 
arose and departed out of Keilah, and went whither- 
soever they could go. And it was told Saul that David 
was escaped from Keilah; and he forbore to go forth. 

And David abode in the wilderness in the strongholds, 
and remained in the hill country in the wilderness 
of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God 
delivered him not into his hand. And David saw that 
Saul was come out to seek his life: and David was in 
the wilderness of Ziph in the wood. 

And Jonathan, Saul's son, arose, and went to David 
into the wood, and strengthened his hand in God. And 
he said unto him, " Fear not : for the hand of Saul my 
father shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king over 
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Israel, and I shall be next unto thee ; and that also Saul 
my father knoweth." 

And they two made a covenant before the Lord : and 
David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his house. 

Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, 
**Doth not David hide himself with us in the strongholds 
in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south 
of the desert ? Now therefore, O king, come down accord- 
ing to all the desire of thy soul to come down : and our 
part shall be to deliver him up into the king's hand." 

And Saul said, " Blessed be ye of the Lord ; for ye 
have had compassion on me. Go, I pray you, make yet 
more sure, and know and see his place where his haunt 
is and who hath seen him there: for it is told me that 
he dealeth very subtilely. See therefore, and take knowl- 
edge of all the lurking places where he hideth himself, 
and come ye again to me of a certainty, and I will go 
with you: and it shall come to pass, if he be in the 
land, that I will search him out among all the thousands 
of Judah." 

And they arose, and went to Ziph before Saul : but 
David and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in 
the plain on the south of the desert. And Saul and his 
men went to seek him. And they told David : wherefore 
he came down to the rock, and abode in the wilderness 
of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after 
David in the wilderness of Maon. 

And Saul went on this side of the mountain, and David 
and his men on that side of the mountain: and David 
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made haste to get away for fear of Saul ; for Saul and his 
men compassed David and his men round about to tak^JsJl 
them. 

But there came a messenger unto Saul, saying, " Hast^ii^sl 
thee, and come ; for the Philistines have made a raid upoirrr o:>o 
the land." 

So Saul returned from pursuing after David, and went^-^'^r^r 
against the PhiHstines. And David went up from thenc 
and dwelt in the strongholds of En-gedi. 

And it came to pass, when Saul was returned f ro n x x 
following the Philistines, that it was told him, saying^^xmj 
" Behold, David is in the wilderness of En-gedL" 

Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of alX-^^^ 
Israel, and went to seek David and his men upon th^xrCh 
rocks of the wild goats. And he came to the sheepcotes^^-^* 
by the way, where was a cave ; and Saul went in. 

Now David and his men were abiding in the innermost -^22- ^^^ 
parts of the cave. And the men of David said unto him.xr:^^> 
" Behold, the day of which the Lord said unto thee, * Be- 
hold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, and thoiz 
shalt do to him as it shall seem good unto thee.' " 
David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily^ 
And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smot 
him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt. 

And he said unto his men, " The Lord forbid that 
should do this thing unto my lord, the Lord's anointed 
to put forth mine hand against him, seeing he is th 
Lord's anointed." So David checked his men with theses 
words, and suffered them not to rise against SauL 
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And Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on his 
"Tvay. David also arose afterward, and went out of the 
<:ave, and cried after Saul, saying, " My lord the king!" 

And when Saul looked behind him, David bowed 
-with his face to the earth, and prostrated himself. 




TRAIN OF CAMELS ON THE PLAINS OF 



This transport train of camels is carrying water and supplies to the British army 

fighting in Palestine during the World War. From a photograph by Or. John 

Finley, and used with his kind pennission 

And David said to Saul, "Wherefore hearkenest thou 
to men's words, saying, ' Behold, David seeketh thy hurt f ' 
Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the Lord 
had delivered thee today into mine hand in the cave : and 
some bade me kill thee: but mine eye spared thee; and. 
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I said, * I will not put forth mine hand against my lord, 
for he is the Lord's anointed.' 

** Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe 
in my hand": for in that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, 
and killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither 
evil nor transgression in my hand, and I have not sinned 
against thee, though thou huntest after my soul to take 
it. The Lord judge between me and thee, and the Lord 
avenge me of thee : but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 
As saith the proverb of the ancients, * Out of the wicked 
Cometh forth wickedness ' : but mine hand shall not be 
upon thee. After whom is the king of Israel come out ? 
After whom dost thou pursue ? After a dead dog ! after 
a flea ! The Lord therefore be judge, and give sentence 
between me and thee, and see, and plead my cause, and 
deliver me out of thine hand." 

And it came to pass, when David had made an end of 
speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said, ** Is this 
thy voice, my son David ? " 

And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. And he said 
to David, " Thou art more righteous than I : for thou hast 
rendered unto me good, whereas I have rendered unto 
thee evil ; and thou hast declared this day how that thou 
hast dealt well with me: forasmuch as when the Lord 
had delivered me up into thine hand, thou killedst me not. 
For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well away ? 
Wherefore the Lord reward thee good for that thou hast 
done unto me this day. And now, behold, I know that 
thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel 
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shall be established in thine hand. Swear now therefore 
unto me by the Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my family 
after me, and that thou wilt not destroy my name out of 
my father's house." And David swore unto Saul. And 
Saul went home; but David and his men got them up 

unto the hold. — i Samuel xxiii, xxiv 

THE LORD IS OUR HIDING PLACE 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 

sin covered. 
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth 

not iniquity. 
And in whose spirit there is no guile. 
When I kept silence, my bones waxed old 
Through my roaring all the day long. 
For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me : 
My moisture was changed as with the drought of summer. 
I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity 

have I not hid: 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; 
And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
For this ^et everyone that is godly pray unto thee in 

a time when thou mayest be found : 
Surely when the great waters overflow they shall not 

reach him. 
Thou art my hiding place ; thou wilt preserve me from 

trouble ; 
Thou wilt compass me about with songs of deliverance. 

B2 [ 11? ] 
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I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way whic7 

thou shalt go. 
I will counsel thee with mine eye upon thee* 
Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which hav^s-^^re 

no understanding. 
Whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle 
Lest they come near unto thee. 
Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: 
But he that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compa: 

him about. 
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: 
And ring out your gladness, all ye that are uprig' 

in heart. Psalm xxxii 

Augustine was a lifelong student of the Psalms. The thirty-seco 
Psalm was inscribed upon the walls of his room above his bed, so 
his eyes might fall upon it each morning at the hour of waking- 

HOW DAVID A SECOND TIME SPARED 

THE KING'S LIFE 

[Again David ventured into the camp of Saul and might have killed hi 
as he slept, but again he would not strike, and gave his enemy his life.] 

And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, sayin 
" Doth not David hide himself in the hill of Hachilah 
which is before the desert ? " 

And Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness o 
Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of Israel with 
him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul 
pitched his camp in the hill of Hachilah, which is before 

[118] 
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the desert by the way. But David abode in the wilder- 
ness, and he saw that Saul came after him into the 
wilderness. David therefore sent out spies, and under- 
stood that Saul was come of a certainty. And David 




A CAMOUFLAGED CAVALRY CAMP 



"^e attempt to deceive the enemy is no less common in modern than in ancient 
rnes. This picture shows a line of " cavalry horses " left by General Allenby's 
arces when he made his great flank movemeni which resulted in ihe complete 
efeat of the Turkish and German armies. To the eyes of the enemy's scouts 
ying high above the encampment this line of scarecrows would look like a real 
icket line of cavalry. This ruse recalls Ihe wooden horse by means of which the 
ireeks are said to have entered the gate of Troy. This is the very country in which 
>avid must have used many stratagems lo escape from his enemy. King Saul. 
From a photograph by Dr. John Finley. and used by his kind permission 

irose, and came to the place where Saul had pitched his 
:atnp : and David beheld the place where Saul lay, and 
?\,bner the son of Ner, the captain of his host : and Saul 
ay within the barricade of the wagons, and the people 
pitched their camp round about him. 
["9] 
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Then David said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to 
Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, saying, " Who 
will go down with me to Saul to the camp ? " 

And Abishai said, " I will go down with thee." 

So David and Abishai came to the people by night: 
and behold, Saul lay sleeping within the barricade of the 
wagons, with his spear stuck in the ground at his head : 
and Abner and the people lay round about him. 

Then said Abishai to David, " God hath delivered up 
thine enemy into thine hand this day : now therefore let 
me smite him, I pray thee, with the spear to the earth at 
one stroke, and I will not smite him the second time." 

And David said to Abishai, " Destroy him not : for 
who can put forth his hand against the Lord's anointed, 
and be guiltless ? " 

And David said, " As the Lord liveth, the Lord shall 
smite him ; or his day shall come to die ; or he shall go 
down into battle and perish. The Lord forbid that I 
should put forth mine hand against the Lord's anointed : 
but now take, I pray thee, the spear that is at his head, 
and the cruse of water from Saul's head ; and let us go." 
So David took the cruse of water and the spear and no 
man saw it, nor knew it, neither did any awake : for they 
were all asleep ; because a deep sleep from the Lord was 
fallen upon them. 

Then David went over to the other side, and stood on 
the top of the mountain afar off ; a great space being be- 
tween them : and David cried to the people, and to Abner 
the son of Ner, saying, " Answerest thou not, Abner? " 
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Then Abner answered and said, " Who art thou that 
criest to the King ? " 

And David said to Abner, "Art not thou a valiant man ! 
And who is like to thee in Israel! Wherefore then hast 
thou not kept watch over thy lord the king ? For there 
came one of the people in to destroy the king thy lord. This 
thing is not good that thou hast done. As the Lord liveth, 
ye deserve to die, because ye have not kept watch over your 
lord, the Lord's anointed. And now, see, where the king's 
spear is, and the cruse of water that was at his head." 

And Saul knew David s voice, and said, "Is this thy 
voice, my son David ? " 

And David said, " It is my voice, my lord, O king." 

And he said, " Wherefore doth my lord pursue after 
his servant ? For what have I done ? Or what evil is in 
mine hand ? Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the 
king hear the words of his servant. If the Lord hath 
stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering; 
but if it be the children of men, cursed be they before the 
Lord ; for they have driven me out this day that I should 
not cleave unto the inheritance of the Lord, saying, * Go, 
serve other gods.' Now therefore, let not my blood fall 
to the earth away from the presence of the Lord : for the 
king of Israel is come out to seek a single flea, as when 
one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains." 

Then said Saul, " I have sinned : return, my son David : 
for I will no more do thee harm, because my life was 
precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played 
the fool, and have erred exceedingly." 

[i2i;\ 
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And David answered and said, " Behold the speai 

king I Let then one of the young men come ove 
and fetch it. And the Lord shall render to every ma 
his righteousness and his faithfulness : forasmuch as th 
Lord delivered thee into my hand today, and I would nc 
put forth mine hand against the Lord*s anointed. Anc 
behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eye: 
so let my life be much set by in the eyes of the Lore 
and let him deliver me out of all tribulation." 

Then Saul said to David, " Blessed be thou, my so 
David: thou shalt both do mightily, and shalt surel 
prevail." So David went his way, and Saul returned t 
his place. 

And David said in his heart, " I shall now perish one da 
by the hand of Saul : there is nothing better for me than ths 

1 should speedily escape into the land of the Philistinei 
and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in a 
the borders of Israel : so shall I escape out of his hand 

And David arose, and passed over, he and the s- 
hundred men that were with him, unto Achish, the sc 
of Maoch, king of Gath. — i Samuel xxvi, xxvii, 1-2 

The landscape gives fit background to the incident which mu 
appeal to every boy, of David's taking the spear and cruse of wai 
from behind the head of Saul as he lay asleep in his plai 
** among the wagons," when in pursuit of David ; and to that in- 
dent which followed the next day when David, on one of the b^ 
hilltops, called to Abner and in treasured sarcasm rebuked the ^ 
lord for not keeping better watch over his king. — John H. Finu 
" A Pilgrim in Palestine " 

[122] 
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THE LORD SITTETH KING FOREVER 

I will give thanks unto the Lord with my whole heart ; 

I will show forth all thy marvelous works. 

I will be glad and exult in thee ; 

I will make melody to thy name, 

O Thou Most High. 

When mine enemies turn back, 

They stumble and perish at thy presence. 

For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; 

Thou sattest on the throne judging righteously. 

Thou hast rebuked the nations, thou hast destroyed 

the wicked; 
[Thou hast wiped out their name for ever and ever. 
The enemy are come to an end, they- are desolate 

forever ; 
\nd the cities which thou hast overthrown, 
The very remembrance of them is perished. 
But the Lord sitteth as king forever: 
rie hath prepared his throne for judgment; 
A.nd he will judge the world in righteousness. 
He will minister judgment to the peoples in equity. 
The* Lord also will be a high tower for the oppressed, 
A high tower in times of trouble; 
And they that know thy name will put their trust 

in thee ; 
For thou. Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek 

thee. 

[123] 
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Sing praises to the Lord, who dwelleth in Zion: 

Declare among the people his doings. 

He forgetteth not the cry of the afflicted. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord; 

Behold my affliction which I suffer of them th^aLt 
hate me, 

Thou that liftest me up from the gates of death; 

That I may show forth all thy praise: 

In the gates of the daughter of Zion 

I will rejoice in thy salvation. 

The nations are sunk down in the pit that th 
made: 

In the net which they hid is their own foot taken. 

The Lord hath made himself known, he hath execute- 
judgment : 

The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. 

The wicked shall return to Sheol, 

Even all the nations that forget God. 

For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 

Nor the expectation of the poor perish forever. 

Arise, O Lord; let not man prevail: 

Let the nations be judged in thy sight. 

Strike them with terror, O Lord : 

Let the nations know themselves to be but men. 

Psalm ix 

Archbishop Laud in his speech from the scaffold quot 
the ninth Psalm. ** For, when he maketh inquisition for bl 
he remembereth them : and forgetteth not the complaint 
the poor.** 
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THE SHEEPMASTER WHOSE NAME WAS 
"FOOL," AND WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM 

[David and his band did many good deeds, but their hand was heavy in 
vengeance when they were ill treated. This story tells the adventure with 
Nabal, the rich sheepmaster of Carmel, and his beautiful wife, Abigail.] 

And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions 
were in Carmel ; and the man was very rich, and he had 
three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats : and he was 
shearing his sheep in Carmel. Now the name of the 
man was Nabal [which means " fool " ] ; and the name of 
his wife Abigail : and the woman was of good under- 
standing, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man 
was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was of the 
house of Caleb. And David heard in the wilderness 
that Nabal did shear his sheep. 

And David sent ten young men, and David said unto 
the young men, " Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, 
and greet him in my name : and thus shall ye say to him 
that liveth in prosperity, * Peace be both unto thee, and 
peace be to thine house, and peace be unto all that thou 
hast. Now I have heard that thou hast shearers: thy 
shepherds have now been with us, and we did them no 
hurt, neither was there aught missing unto them, all the 
while they were in Carmel. Ask thy young men, and 
they will tell thee: wherefore let the young men find 
favor in thine eyes; for we come on a good day: give, 
I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thine hand, unto thy 
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servants, and to thy son David.'" And when David's 
young men came, they spoke to Nabal according to all 
those words in the name of David, and ceased. 

And Nabal answered David's servants, and said, " Who 
is David ? And who is the son of Jesse ? There are many 
servants nowadays that break away every man from his 
master. Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and 
my flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it 
unto men of whom I know not whence they are ? " 

So David's young men turned on their way, and went 
back, and came and told him according to all these words. 

And David said unto his men, " Gird ye on every man 
his sword." And they girded on every man his sword: 
and David also girded on his sword : and there went up 
after David about four hundred men : and two hundred 
abode by the baggage. 

But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, 
saying, " Behold, David sent messengers out of the wil- 
derness to salute our master; and he flew upon them. 
But the men were very good unto us, and we were not 
hurt, neither missed we anything, as long as we were with 
them when we were in the fields : they were a wall unto 
us both by night and by day, all the while we were with 
them keeping the sheep. Now therefore know and con- 
sider what thou wilt do; for evil is determined against 
our master, and against all his house: for he is such a 
son of Belial, that one cannot speak to him." 

Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, 
and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, 
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HEPHERD WITH HIS FLOCKS AND HERDS IN HETHLEHMM 
in David's time, the sliepheids keep watch over their flocks and herds ii 
the rocky pasture lands near the old city of Bethlehem 
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and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred 
clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and 
laid them on asses. 

And she said unto her young men, " Go on before me; 
behold, I come after you." But she told not her husband 
Nabal. 

And it was so, as she rode on the ass, and came down 
by the covert of the mountain, that behold, David and 
his men came down against her ; and she met them. Now 
David had said, " Surely in vain have I kept all that this 
fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed 
of all that pertained unto him : and he hath returned me 
evil for good. God do so unto the enemies of David, 
and more also, if I leave of all that pertain to him by 
the morning light so much as one male." 

And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted 
off her ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed 
herself to the ground. And she fell at his feet, and said, 
" Upon me, my lord, upon me be the iniquity : and kt 
thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine ears, and 
hear thou the words of thine handmaid. Let not my 
lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even Nabal; 
for as his name is, so is he : * Nabal ' is his name, and 
'folly' is with him: but I thine handmaid saw not the 
young men of my lord, whom thou didst send. 

" Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, seeing the Lord hath withholden thee 
from bloodguiltiness, and from avenging thyself with 
thine own hand, now therefore let thine enemies, and 
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them that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. And now 
this present which thy servant hath brought unto my 
ord, let it be given unto the young men that follow 
Tiy lord. 

** Forgive, I pray thee, the trespass of thine handmaid, 
:or the Lord will certainly make my lord a sure house, 
Decause my lord fighteth the battles of the Lord; and 
^vil hath not been found in thee all thy days. And though 
Tian be risen up to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul, yet 
:he soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life 
with the Lord thy God ; and the souls of thine enemies, 
them shall he sling out, as from the hollow of a sling. 

** And it shall come to pass when the Lord shall have 
done to my lord according to all the good that he hath 
spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee 
prince over Israel ; that this shall be no grief unto thee, 
nor offense of heart unto my lord, either that thou hast 
shed blood causelessly, or that my lord hath avenged 
himself: and when the Lord shall have dealt well with 
my lord, then remember thine handmaid." 

And David said to Abigail, " Blessed be the Lord, the 
God of Israel, who sent thee this day to meet me: and 
blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, who hast 
kept me this day from bloodguiltiness, and from avenging 
myself with mine own hand. For in very deed, as the Lord, 
the God of Israel, liveth, which hath withholden me from 
hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet 
me, surely there had not been left unto Nabal by the 
morning light so much as one male." 
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So David received of her hand that which she h ^id 
brought him : and he said unto her, " Go up in peac:^ 
to thine house ; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, arc/ 
have accepted thy person." 

And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast 
in his house, like the feast of a king ; and Nabal's heart was 
merry within him, for he was very drunken : wherefore she 
told him nothing, less or more, until the morning light. 
And it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was 
gone out of Nabal, that his wife told him these things, and 
his heart died within him, and he became as a stone. 

And it came to pass about ten days after, that the 
Lord smote Nabal, and he died. 

And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, 
•^ Blessed be the Lord, that hath pleaded the cause of my 
reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept back his ^ 
servant from evil : and the evil-doing of Nabal hath the= 
Lord returned upon his own head." 

And David sent and spoke concerning Abigail, to tak^ 
her to him to wife. And when the servants of David wer^ 
come to Abigail to Carmel, they spoke unto her, saying, 
"David hath sent us unto thee, to take thee to him to wife." 

And she arose, and bowed herself with her face to the 
earth, and said, "Behold, thine handmaid is a servant to 
wash the feet of the servants of my lord." ..;. 

And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode liporiafiass, 
with five damsels of hers that followed her ; and she went 
^fter the messengers of David, and became his wife^-r^ 

I Samuel XXV f 2-^2 . .i ::*.:: : 
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And when the night came on it was almost as light as day, for the 
moon rose in full orb out of the desert of Maon, where once dwelt 
the churlish Nabal and his wife Abigail, who, after her drunken 
husband's '* heart had died within him and he became a stone," 
received a proffer of marriage from David, and who (though in- 
sisting with a humility which is expected of the man rather than 
the woman, in America, that she was only a servant fit to wash 
the feet of the servants of such a man) hasted and, attended by 
her five damsels, went in stately procession to become his wife. — 
John H. Finley, "A Pilgrim in Palestine" 



THE FOOL HATH SAID IN HIS HEART 

The fool hath said in his heart, "There is no God." 
They are corrupt, they have done abominable works; 
There is none that doeth good. 
The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children 

of men, 
To see if there were any that did understand, 
That did seek after God. 
They are all gone aside; they are together become 

impure ; 
There is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
" Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 
Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 
And call not upon the Lord?" 
There were they in great fear: 
For God is in the generation of the righteous. 
Ye put to shame the counsel of the poor, 
Because the Lord is his refuge. 
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Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion 
When the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people 
Then shall Jacob rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 

Psalm xiv 

The fool who saith in his heart there is no God saith it rather b 
vote to himself, as that he would have, than that he can thoroughl 
believe it or be persuaded of it. — Lord Bacon, " On Atheism " 



HOW DAVID LIVED WITH ACHISH, KING 

OF GATH 

[After a time David found it impossible to keep the field with his ban» 
of outlaws. He then went to the king of Gath and lived with him for 
year and four months. He put his great sword at the service of Achis- 
except that he did not fight against Israel.] 

And David dvi^elt with Achish at Gath, he and hL 
men, every man with his household. And it was tol« 
Saul that David was fled to Gath: and he sought n*- 
more again for him. 

And David said unto Achish, " If now I have fount 
favor in thine eyes, let them give me a place in som 
town in the country, that I may dwell there: for wh; 
should thy servant dwell in the royal city with thee.'^ 
Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day: wherefore Zik 
lag belonged unto the kings of Judah unto this day. 

And the number of the days that David dwelt in th 
country of the Philistines was a full year and four months 
And David and his men went up, and made a raid upoi 
the Geshurites, and the Girzites, and the Amalekites : foi 
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those nations were the inhabitants of the land, which were 
3f old, as thou goest to Shur, even unto the land of Egypt 
And David smote the land, and saved neither man nor 
ivoman alive and took away the sheep, and the oxen, 
md the asses, and the camels, and the apparel ; and 
be returned, and came to Achish. 

And Achish said, "Whither have ye made a raid to- 
day?" And David said, "Against the South of Judah, 
and against the South of the Jerahmeelites, and against 
the South of the Kenites." And David saved neither 
man nor woman alive, to bring tidings to Gath, saying, 
* Lest they should tell on us, saying, * So did David, and 
50 hath been his manner all the while he hath dwelt in 
the country of the Philistines.' " 

And Achish believed David, saying, " He hath made 
his people Israel utterly to abhor him ; therefore he shall 
be my servant forever." 

Now the Philistines gathered together all their hosts 
to Aphek: and the Israelites pitched his camp by the 
fountain which is in Jezreel. And the lords of the Philis- 
tines passed on by hundreds, and by thousands: and 
David and his men passed on in the rearward with Achish. 

Then said the princes of the Philistines, " What do 
hese Hebrews here?" 

And Achish said unto the princes of the Philistines, 

Is not this David, the servant of Saul the king of Israel, 

\rho hath been with me these days or these years, and I 

lave found no fault in him since he fell away unto me 

into this day ? " 
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But the princes of the Philistines were wroth with him .«~k' 
and the princes of the Philistines said unto him, " Mak^jsJ 
the fellow return, that he may go back to his place wher»-m: n 
thou hast appointed him, and let him not go down witlt:^-(J 
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I, but the people of Isrs 
It of their own. To the eastward the coast was held by the fies: 
tribe of the Philistines, Vrho were engaged in almost perpetual warfare with Isr^ 
The port of Jaffa is only an open roadstead, but it is here that people going " 
Palestine have had to land in open boats from their ehip. There is now a railrc^ 
from Egypt to Jerusalem, and a railroad leads from the coast of Jaffa to Jerusal^ 
From a photograph by Dr. John Finley, and used by his kind permiHion 



US to battle, lest in the battle he become an adversary 
us: for wherewith should this fellow reconcile him; 
unto his lord i* Should it not be with the heads of th< 
men ? Is not this David, of whom they sang one 
another in dances, saying, 

' Saul hath slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands ? ' " 
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Then Achish called David, and said unto him, "As the 
Lord liveth, thou hast been upright, and thy going out 
and thy coming in with me in the host is good in my sight : 
Eor I have not found evil in thee since the day of thy com- 
ing into me unto this day: nevertheless the lords favor 
thee not. Wherefore now return, and go in peace, that 
thou displease not the lords of the Philistines." 

And David said unto Achish, " But what have I done ? 
And what hast thou found in thy servant so long as I 
have been before thee unto this day, that I may not go 
and fight against the enemies of my lord the king ? " 

And Achish answered and said to David, " I know that 
thou art good in my sight, as an angel of God : notwith- 
standing the princes of the Philistines have said, * He 
shall not go up with us to the battle.' Wherefore now 
rise up early in the morning with the servants of thy lord 
that are come with thee : and as soon as ye be up early 
in the morning, and have light, depart." 

So David and his men rose up early, to depart in the 
morning, to return into the land of the Philistines. And 
the Philistines went up to Jezreel. 

And it came to pass, when David and his men were 
come to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had 
made a raid upon the South, and upon Ziklag, and had 
smitten Ziklag, and burned it with fire; and had taken 
captive the women and all that were therein: they. slew 
not any, neither small nor great, but carried them off, and 
went their way. And when David and his men came to 
the city, behold, it was burned with fire ; and their wives, 
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and their sons, and their daughters, were taken captiver 
Then David and the people that were with him lifted u_ 
their voice and wept, until they had no more power 
weep. And David's two wives were taken captives. Ancf 
David was greatly distressed; for the people spoke of 
stoning him, because the soul of all the people was 
grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: 
but David strengthened himself in the Lord his God. 

And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of 
Ahimelech, " I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod.*' 

And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David. 
And David inquired of the Lord, saying, " If I pursue 
after this troop, shall I overtake them ? " 

And he answered him, " Pursue : for thou shalt surely 
overtake them, and shalt without fail recover alL" 

So David went, he and the six hundred men that were 
with him, and came to the brook Besor, where those that 
were left behind stayed. But David pursued, he and four 
hundred men : for two hundred stayed behind, who were 
so faint that they could not go over the brook Besor : atid 
they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to 
David, and gave him bread, and he did eat; and they 
gave him water to drink: and they gave him a piece 
of a cake of figs, and two clusters of raisins ; and when 
he had eaten, his spirit came back to him: for he had 
eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, for three days and 
three nights. 

And David said unto him, " To whom belongest thou ? 
and whence art thou ? " 
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And he said, " I am a young man of Egypt, servant to 
an Amalekite ; and my master left me, because three days 
ago I fell sick. We made a raid upon the South of the 
Cherethites, and upon that which belongeth to Judah, and 
upon the South of Caleb ; and we burned Ziklag with fire." 

And David said unto him, " Wilt thou bring me down 
to this troop ? " 

And he said, " Swear unto me by God, that thou wilt 
neither kill me, nor deliver me up into the hands of my 
master, and I will bring thee down to this troop." 

And when he had brought him down, behold, they were 
spread abroad over all the ground, eating and drinking, 
and feasting, and dancing, because of all the great spoil 
that they had taken out of the land of the Philistines, and 
out of the land of Judah. And David smote them from 
the twilight even unto the evening of the next day : and 
there escaped not a man of them, save four hundred 
young men, who rode upon camels and fled. And David 
recovered all that the Amalekites had taken : and David 
rescued his two wives. And there was nothing lacking 
to them, neither small nor great, neither, sons nor daugh- 
ters, neither spoil, nor anything that they had taken to 
them : David brought back all. And David took all the 
flocks and the herds, which they drove before those other 
cattle, and said, " This is David's spoil." 

And David came to the two hundred men, who were 
so faint that they could not follow David, whom also they 
had made to abide at the brook Besor: and they went 
forth to meet David, and to meet the people that were 
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with him : and when David came near to the people, he 
saluted them. Then answered all the wicked men and 
men of Belial, of those that went with David, and said, 
" Because they went not with us, we will not give them 
aught of the spoil that we have recovered, save to every 
man his wife and his children, that they may lead them 
away, and depart." 

Then said David, ** Ye shall not do so, my brethren, 
"ivith that which the Lord hath given unto us, who hath 
preserved us, and delivered the troop that came against 
^us into our hand. And who will hearken unto you in this 
:=matter ? For as his share is that goeth down to the battle, 
.so shall his share be that tarrieth.by the baggage: they 
hall share alike." 
And it was so from that day forward, that he made it 
statute and an ordinance for Israel, unto this day. — 

I Samuel, xxvii, 3-12 ; xxix; xxx, 1-25 

Then he pressed Hereward to sing, with many compliments ; 

^md Hereward sang, and sang again, and all his men crowded 

^^-ound him, as the outlaws of Judea may have crowded round David 

dn Carmel or Hebron, to hear like children, old ditties which they 

loved the better the oftener they heard them. — Charles Kingsley, 

** Hereward the Wake " 
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Stories of David the King 

HOW DAVID CAME INTO HIS KINGDOM 
AND HOW HE MOURNED FOR THE FALLEN 

[After the death of Saul and his sons David became the undisputed 
king of Israel. When David heard of the death of the old king, whom 
he deeply respected, and his friend Jonathan, whom he loved with a sur- 
passing love, he wrote a beautiful dirge, or elegy, about them.] 

When David was returned from the slaughter of the 
Amalekites and David had abode two days in Ziklag; it 
came to pass after the death of Saul, on the third, that, 
behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul with his 
clothes rent, and earth upon his head : and when he 
came to David, he fell to the earth, and did obeisance. 
And David said to him, " From whence comest thou ? " 
And he said unto him, " Out of the camp of Israel am 
I escaped." 

And David said to him, " How went the day? I pray 
thee, tell me." 

And he answered, " The people are fled from the battle, 
and many of the people also are fallen and dead; and 
Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also." 

And David said to the young man that told him, 
" How knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan his son 
are dead?" 

And the young man that told him said, " As I happened 
by chance upon Mount Gilboa, behold, Saul leaned upon 
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his spear; and, lo, the chariots and the horsemen fol- 
lowed hard after him. And when he looked behind 
him, he saw me, and called unto me. And I answered, 
* Here am L' 

" And he said unto me, * Who art thou ? ' 

" And I answered him, ' I am an Amalekite.' 

" And he said to me, * Stand, I pray thee, upon me, and 
slay me, for anguish hath taken hold of me ; because my 
life is yet whole in me.' So I stood upon him, and slew 
him, because I was sure that he could not live after he 
was fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his 
head, and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have 
brought them hither unto my lord." 

Then David took hold of his clothes, and rent them ; 
and likewise all the men that were with him ; and they 
mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and 
for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the Lord, and 
for the house of Israel ; because they were fallen by the 
sword. And David said to the young man that told him, 
" Whence art thou ? " 

And he answered, " I am the son of a stranger, 
an Amalekite." 

And David said to him, " Why wast thou not afraid to 
put forth thine hand to destroy the Lord's anointed ? " 

And David called one of the young men and said, 
" Go near, and fall upon him." And he smote him 
that he died. 

And David said to him, " Thy blood be upon thy 
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ead; for thy mouth hath testified against thee, saying, 
I have slain the Lord's anointed.' " 
And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul 
nd over Jonathan his son : and he bade them teach the 
hildren of Judah the song of the bow. 

THE SONG OF THE BOW 

^hy glory, O Israel, is slain upon thy high places ! 
How are the mighty fallen ! 
Tell it not in Gath, 

Publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon; 
Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice. 
Lest the daughters of our enemies triumph. 
Ye mountains of Gilboa, 
Let there be no dew nor rain upon you, neither fields 

of offerings: 
For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away. 
The shield of Saul as though he had not been anointed 

with oil. 
From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty. 
The bow of Jonathan turned not back. 
And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 
Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives. 
And in their death they were not divided: 
They were swifter than eagles. 
They were stronger than lions. 
Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 
Who clothed you in scarlet delicately, 
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Who put ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 
How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the 

battle ! 
Jonathan thou wast slain upon thy high places. 
I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: 
Very pleasant hast thou been unto me: 
Thy love to me was wonderful, 
Passing the love of women. 
As the mother loveth her only son, 
So did I love thee. 
How are the mighty fallen, 
And the weapons of war perished! 

And the men of Judah came and then they anoin 
David king over the house of Judah. And they t 
David, saying, " The men of Jabesh-gilead were tl 
that buried Saul": and David sent messengers to 
men of Jabesh-gilead, and said to them, " Blessed be 
of the Lord, that ye have showed this kindness to y< 
Lord, even to Saul, and have buried him. And now 
Lord show kindness and truth unto you : and I also i 
requite you this kindness, because ye have done t 
thing. Now therefore let your hands be strengthei 
and be ye valiant : for Saul your lord is dead, and a 
the house of Judah have anointed me king over them. 

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David u: 
Hebron, and spoke, saying, " Behold, we are thy be 
and thy flesh. In times past, when Saul was king o 
us^ it was thou that didst lead out and bring in Isra 
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and the Lord said to thee, *Thou shalt feed my people 

Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel/" 
So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron ; 
nd King David made a covenant with them in Hebron 

efore the Lord: and they anointed David king over 

srael. 

David was thirty years old when he began to reign, 
d he reigned forty years. — 2 Samuel i; ii, 4-7; v, 1-4 

How are the mighty fallen, Master Cranmer. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " Queen Mary," Act IV, scene ii 

The tomb bore the names of Tom and Maggie TuIIiver, and 
Low the names it was written : 

In their death they were not divided. 
George Eliot, "The Mill on the Floss," Book VII, chap, vii 

"Yesterday in passing over the Chickamauga battlefield, I was 

^mensely struck by the monument raised by Kentucky to the 

^■^ion and Confederate soldiers who fell on that battlefield. The 

ription reads as follows : ** As we are united in life, and they 

ited in death, let one monument perpetuate their deeds, and 

people, forgetful of all asperities, forever hold in grateful 

^^"^^^embrance all the glories of that terrible conflict which made 

^** rnen free and retained every star on the nation's flag." That 

^^ 9. good sentence. That is a sentence by which we can all 

^^ncj, and oh, my friends ! what does that sentence have as its 

^^d^rlying spirit i The spirit of brotherhood ! — Theodore 

^^Osevelt, speech before the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen^ at 



TALES OF CAPTAINS AND CONQUESTS 



HOW DAVID DID A COWARDLY DEED 
AND WAS PUNISHED FOR IT 

[David was a wise and a great king. He .founded the city of Jeru- 
salem. He conquered many people and established the kingdom firmly. 
This is a story of a deed of shame of which David was guilty ; of how 
he was punished and bitterly repented.] 

And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote 
a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And 
he wrote in the letter, saying, " Set ye Uriah in the fore- 
front of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that 
he may be smitten, and die." 

And it cam.e to pass, when Joab kept watch upon the 
city, that he assigned Uriah unto the place where he 
knew that valiant men were. And the men of the city 
went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell some of 
the people, even of the servants of David; and Uriah 
the Hittite died also. Then Joab sent and told David 
all the things concerning the war; and he charged the 
messenger, saying, " When thou hast made an end of 
telling all the things concerning the war to the king, it 
shall be that, if the king's wrath arise, and he say unto 
thee; * Wherefore went ye so nigh unto the city to fight ? 
Knew ye not that they would shoot from the wall ? 
Who smote Abimelech ? Did not a woman cast a piece 
of a millstone upon him from the wall, and slew him?. 
Why went ye so near the wall?' then shalt thou say, 
*Thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.'" 

[146] 
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So the messenger went, and came and showed David all 
"tTiat Joab had sent him for. And the messenger said to 
H)avid, " The men prevailed against us, and came out unto 
into the field, and we were upon them even unto the 
entrance of the gate. And the archers shot at thy servants 
from off the wall; and some of the king's servants are 
<i3ead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also." 

Then David said to the messenger, " Thus shalt thou 

^ay unto Joab, ' Let not this thing displease thee, for the 

sword devoureth one as well as another : make thy battle 

more strong against the city, and overthrow it ' : and 

encourage thou him." 

And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her 
husband was dead, she made lamentation for her husband. 
And when the mourning was past, David sent and took 
her home to his house, and she became his wife, and 
a son was born to them. But the thing that David had 
done displeased the Lord. 

And the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came 
to him, and said to him, " There were two men in one 
city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man 
had exceeding many flocks and herds: but the poor 
man had nothing save one little ewe lamb, which he had 
bought and nourished up ; and it grew up together with 
him, and with his children ; it did eat of his own morsel 
of food, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a 
traveler to the rich man, and he spared to take of his 
own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring 
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man that was come to him, but took the poor man's- 
lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him.' '' 

And David's anger was greatly kindled against the 
man and he said to Nathan, " As the Lord liveth, 
the man that hath done this is worthy to die: and 
he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this 
thing, and because he had no pity." 

And Nathan said to David, " Thou art the man ! 

" Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, I anointed 
thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the 
hand of Saul ; I gave thee thy master's house and gave 
thee the house of Israel and of Judah, and if that had 
been too little, I would have added unto thee so much 
more. Wherefore hast thou despised the word of the 
Lord, to do that which is evil in his sight? Thou hast 
smitten Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast 
taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with 
the sword of the children of Ammon. Now therefore, the 
sword shall never depart from thine house ; because thou 
hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife." 

And David said to Nathan, " I have sinned against 
the Lord." 

And Nathan said to David, " The Lord also hath put 
away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because 
by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that 
is born unto thee shall surely die." 

And Nathan departed to his house. 

[148] 
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-^nd the child which had been born to David was 
^ *~y sick. David therefore besought God for the child ; 
"^cd David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon 
^^ earth. And the elders of his house arose, and stood 
^sside him, to raise him up from the earth : but he 




WINNOWING 



Very primitive methods of agriculture still prevail in the East. After the grain 
is tiireshed it is winnowed to free it from chaff. In the picture one of the 
workmen is pouring the grain into a sieve while the other shakes it and clears 
it from impurities. From a photograph by Dr. John Finley, and used by his 
kind permission 

would not, neither did he eat with them. And it came 
to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell him that the child 
was dead '. for they said, " Behold, while the child was 
yet alive, we spoke unto him, and he hearkened not to 
[149'i 
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our voice: what will he then do if we tell him that 
the child is dead ? " 

But when David saw that his servants whispered 
together, David perceived that the child was dead : and 
David said to his servants, " Is the child dead ? " 

And they said, "He is dead." 

Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and 
anointed himself, and changed his apparel ; and he came 
into the house of the Lord, and worshiped : then he came 
to his own house; and when he required, they set food 
before him, and he ate. Then said his servants to him, 
" What thing is this that thou hast done ? thou didst fast 
and weep for the child, while it was alive ; but when the 
child was dead, thou didst rise and eat." 

And he said, " While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
and wept : for I said, ' Who knoweth whether the Lord 
will not be gracious to m'e, that the child may live?' 
But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? Can I 
bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me." — 2 Samuel xi, 14-27 ; xii, 1-23 (in part) 

Do you remember what David did, when God took away his 
child from him? While the child was yet alive he fasted and 
prayed to God to spare it, and he would neither eat nor drink, but 
lay on the ground all night, beseeching God for the child. But 
when he knew it was dead, he rose up from the ground and washed 
and anointed himself, and changed his clothes, and ate and drank ; 
and when they asked him how it was that he seemed to have left 
off grieving now the child was dead, he said, ** While the child was 
yet alive, I fasted and wept ; for I said, * Who can tell whether God 
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be gracious to me, that the child may live ? ' But now he is 

d, wherefore should I fast ? can I bring him back again ? I 

1 go to him, but he shall not return to me." — George Eliot, 
dam Bede," chap, x 

The sin that practice bums into the blood, 
And not the one dark hour which brings remorse. 
Will brand us, after, of whose fold we be : 
Or else were he, the holy king, whose hymns 
Are chanted in the minster, worse than all. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " Merlin and Vivien " 

^^en within him there thundered a voice, like the voice of the 
Prophet : 
^t hath displeased the Lord ! " — and he thought of David's 

transgression, 
^thsheba*s beautiful face, and his friend in the front of the 

battle ! 
Tiame and confusion of guilt, and abasement and self- 
condemnation, 
verwhelmed him at once ; and he cried in the deepest con- 
trition: 
It hath displeased the Lord ! It is the temptation of Satan ! " 

Longfellow, " The Courtship of Miles Standish " 



A PRAYER OF REPENTANCE 

^^ave mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving- 
kindness : 

According to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot 
out my transgressions. 
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Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity. 

And cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions; 

For my sin is ever before me. 

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned. 

And done that which is evil in thy sight: 

That thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, ^-, 

And be clear when thou judgest. 

Behold, was I brought forth in iniquity; 

And in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: 

And in the hidden part thou shalt make me to kirr^cnow 

wisdom. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness; 

That the bones which thou hast broken may rejciii^oice. 
Hide thy face from my sins. 
And blot out all mine iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God ; 
And renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence; 
And take not thy holy spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 
And uphold me with a free spirit. 
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 
And sinners shall be converted unto thee. 
Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God of my salvati<=>^- 
And my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousra^^^ 




- THRESHING WHEAT NEAR JERUSALEM 

The wheat is placed upon a smooth earthen floor and the oxen tread it out, 

eparaling the kernels from the hulls ; then the kernels are cleared of impurities 

ay using a peculiariy shaped shovel with holes in the bottom, or by the process 

which is shown in the picture on page 149 
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O Lord, open thou my lips; 

And my mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

For thou delightest not in sacrifice ; else would I give it : 

Thou hast no pleasure in burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 

A broken and a contrite heart, 

O God, thou wilt not despise. 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion; 

Build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then shalt thou delight in the sacrifices of righteousness, 

In burnt offering and whole burnt offering: 

Then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

Psalm li 

It is inconsistent with this division of our subject to cite living 
poets, but posterity has done ample justice to the great names now 
referred to. Their errors have been weighed and found to have 
been dust in the balance ; if their sins are as scarlet they are now 
white as snow ; they have been washed in the blood of the mediator 
and redeemer Time. — Percy Bysshe Shelley, "A Defense of Poetry " 

The great head master of Rugby, Thomas Arnold, repeated as 
he lay on his death bed in great suffering verse twelve of the 
fifty-first Psalm. ** O give me the comfort of thy help again, and 
stablish me with thy free spirit." 

What if this cursed hand 
Were thicker than itself with brother's blood. 
Is there not rain enough in the sweet heavens 
To wash it white as snow ? 

Shakespeare, " Hamlet," 'Act III, scene iii 
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ow david paid a price for a 
Threshing floor and would not 
offer to god that which cost 

him nothing 

And David said unto the Lord, " I have sinned greatly 
^ that I have done : but now, O Lord, put away, I be- 
^^ech thee, the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done 
^^ery foolishly." 

And when David rose up in the morning, the word of 

the Lord came to the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, 

^ Go and speak to David, * Thus saith the Lord : I give 

thee choice of three things; choose thee one of them, 

that I may* do it unto thee.'" 

So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, 

^' Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land ? 

or wilt thou flee three months before thy foes while they 

;pursue thee ? or shall there be three days' pestilence in 

t:hy land ? now advise thee, and consider what answer I 

shall return to him that sent me." 

And David said unto Gad, " I am in a great strait : but 
it is better that I should fall into the hand of the Lord ; 
for his mercies are great: and let me not fall into the 
hand of man." 

So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from the 
morning even to the time appointed ; and there died of 
the people from Dan even to Beersheba seventy thousand 
men. 
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And when the angel stretched out his hand to war 
Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord had pity on the afflicted,, 
and said to the angel that destroyed the people, "It is 
enough ; stay now thine hand." 

And the angel of the Lord was by the threshing floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite. And David spoke unto the 
Lord when he saw the angel that smote the people, and 
said, " It is I, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly ; 
but these sheep, my people, what have they done? let 
thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my 
father's house." 

And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him, 
" Go up, rear an altar unto the Lord in the threshing 
floor of Araunah the Jebusite." 

And David went up according to the word of Gad, as 
the Lord commanded. And Araunah looked forth, and 
saw the king and his servants coming on toward him: 
and Araunah went out and bowed himself before the 
king with his face to the ground. 

And Araunah said, "Wherefore is my lord the king 
come to his servant ? " 

And David said, " To buy the threshing floor of thee, 
to build an altar unto the Lord, that the plague may be 
stayed from the people." 

And Araunah said unto David, " Let my lord the king 
take and offer up what seemeth good unto him : behold, 
the oxen for the burnt offering, and the threshing instru- 
ments and the yokes of the oxen for the wood : all this, 
O king, doth Araunah give unto the king." 

IU6\ 
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^nd Araunah said unto the king, " The Lord thy God 

apt thee." 

-And the king said unto Araunah, " Nay ; but I will 

ly buy it of thee at a price : neither will I offer burnt 

erings unto the Lord my God of that which doth cost 

nothing." So he bought the threshing floor and the 

i^n for fifty shekels of silver. — 2 Samuel xxiv, 10-24 (in part) 

SHOW ME THY WAYS; TEACH ME 

THY PATHS 

:nto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul, 
my God, in thee have I trusted, 
't me not be ashamed; 
■t not mine enemies triumph over me. 
^a, none that wait on thee shall be ashamed: 
ley shall be ashamed that vainly break their faith. 
^ ^ow me thy ways, O Lord ;, teach me thy paths. 
j^^-^ide me in thy truth, and teach me; 

La 

^^^ir thou art the God of my salvation: 
^"^ thee do I wait all the day. 
^^tinember, O Lord, thy tender mercies and thy loving- 
kindnesses : 
^^i:* they have been ever of old. 
^^xxiember not the sins of my youth, nor my trans- 

gressions : 
-^^cording to thy loving-kindness remember thou me 
^^J* thy goodness' sake, O Lord. 
^^ckI and upright is the Lord: 

[1571 
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Therefore will he instruct sinners in the way. 

The humble will he guide in judgment: 

And the humble will he teach his way. 

All the paths of the Lord are loving-kindness and truth 

Unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

For thy name's sake, O Lord, 

Pardon mine iniquity, for it is great. 

What man is he that feareth the Lord? 

Him shall he instruct in the way that he shall choose. 

His soul shall dwell at ease; 

And his children shall inherit the land. 

The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; 

And he will show them his covenant. 

Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord: 

For he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 

Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; 

For I am desolate and afflicted. 

The troubles of my heart are enlarged: 

O bring thou me out of my distresses. 

Consider mine affliction and my pain; 

And forgive all my sins. 

Consider mine enemies, for they are many; 

And they hate me with cruel hatred. 

O keep my soul, and deliver me; 

Let me not be ashamed, for I put my trust in thee. 

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me. 

For I wait for thee. 

Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles. 

Psalm XXV 




A ROCKY HILLTOP OF JUDEA 
le of the hilltops of Judea not far from Jerusalem 
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that bore Joab's armor came up and smote Absalom, and 
slew him. And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people 
returned from pursuing after Israel : for Joab held bad 
the people. And they took Absalom and cast him into i 
great pit in the forest, and raised over him a very greai 
heap of stones : and all Israel fled every one to his tent 

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, " Let me nov 
run, and bear the king tidings, how that the Lord hat! 
avenged him of his enemies." 

And Joab said to him, " Thou shalt not be the beare: 
of tidings this day, but thou shalt bear tidings anothe: 
day: but this day thou shalt bear no tidings, becaus< 
the king's son is dead." Then said Joab to the Cushite 
" Go tell the king what thou hast seen." And the Cushite 
bowed himself unto Joab, and ran. 

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again t< 
Joab, " But come what may, let me, I pray thee, also rui 
after the Cushite." 

And Joab said, " Wherefore wilt thou run, my sor 
seeing that thou wilt have no reward for the tidings ? ' 

" But come what may," said he, " I will run." 

And he said unto him, " Run." 

Then Ahimaaz, by a nearer way, outran the Cushite. 

Now David sat between the two gates : and the watch 
man went up to the roof of the gate unto the wall, anc 
lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, a man running 
alone. And the watchman cried, and told the king. Anc 
the king said, "If he be alone, there is good tidings ii 
his mouth." 
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^^ iDattle was fought in the forest of Ephraim. And the 
p^jr^le of Israel were smitten there before the servants 
' I^avid, and there was a great slaughter there that day 
^ "tvrenty thousand men. For the battle was there scat- 
'^^d over the face of all the country: and the forest 
^"^oured more people that day than the sword devoured. 
^^d Absalom chanced to meet the servants of David. 
^"^d Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went 
^^der the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head 
"^ught hold of the oak, and while he hung between 
"'^e heaven and the earth the mule on which he rode 
^ent on. And a certain man saw it and told Joab, and 
^^id, " Behold, I saw Absalom hanging in an oak." 

And Joab said to the man that told him, " And, behold, 
liou sawest it, and why didst thou not smite him there to 
lie ground ? and I would have given thee ten pieces of 
silver and a girdle." And the man said, " Though I should 
"eceive a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand yet 
vould I not put forth mine hand against the king's son : 
or in our hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and 
Cttai, saying, * Beware that none touch the young man 
Absalom.' Yea and if I had acted boldly to my own 
nurt (and there is no matter hid from the king), then 
4;vouldst thou have stood by me ? " 

Then said Joab, " I may not 'tarry talking thus with 
thee. I will set upon him in thy sight." 

And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust 
them through the heart of Absalom, and while he was yet 
panting for life in the midst of the oak, ten young men 

[i6i] 
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And the king was much moved, and went up to 
the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, 
thus he said, " O my son Absalom, my son, my son 
Absalom 1 Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, 
my son, my son!" — 2 Samuel xviii, 1-17, 19-32; xix, i 




DAMASCUS GATE, JERUSALEM 

THE CHAMBER OVER THE GATE 

Is it so far from thee 
Thou canst no longer see, 
In the Chamber over the Gate, 
That old man desolate, 
Weeping and wailing sore 
For his son, who is no more? 
O Absalom, my son! 



h2 



STORIES OF THE GREAT KINGS 

Is it so long ago 
That cry of human woe 
From the walled city came, 
Calling on his dear name, 
That it has died away 
In the distance of today? 
O Absalom, my son! 

There is no far or near. 
There is neither there nor here, 
There is neither soon nor late, 
In that Chamber over the Gate, 
Nor any long ago 
To that cry of human woe, 
O Absalom, my son ! 

From the ages that are past 
The voice sounds like a blast. 
Over seas that wreck and drown, 
Over tumult of traffic and town; 
And from ages yet to be 
Come the echoes back to me, 
O Absalom, my son ! 

Somewhere at every hour 
The watchman on the tower 
Looks forth, and sees the fleet 
Approach of the hurrying feet 
Of messengers, that bear 
The tidings of despair. 
O Absalom, my son! 
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He goes forth from the door, 
Who shall return no more. 
With him our joy departs; 
The light goes out in our hearts; 
In the Chamber over the Gate 
We sit disconsolate. 

O Absalom, my son! 

That 'tis a common grief 
Bringeth but slight relief; 
Ours is the bitterest loss, 
Ours is the heaviest cross; 
And forever the cry will be 
" Would God I had died for thee, 
O Absalom, my son ! " 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

In alien earth, across a troubled sea 

His body lies that was so fair and young, 

His mouth is stopped, with half his songs unsung; 
His arm is still, that struck to make men free. 
But let no cloud of lamentation be 

Where on a warrior's grave a lyre is hung. 

We keep the echoes of his golden tongue. 
We keep the vision of his chivalry. 
So Israel's joy, the loveliest of kings. 

Smote now his harp, and now the hostile horde. 
Today the starry roof of heaven rings 

With psalms a soldier made to praise his Lord ; 
And David rests beneath Eternal wings, 

Song on his lips, and in his hand a sword. 

Joyce Kilmer, " In Memory of Rupert Brooke •* 
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THE SCENERY OF PALESTINE 

le territory described in the following selection is that over which 
iglish and the Turkish forces fought during the great war of 
1918. Batdes occurred at nearly every important place mentioned 
scenes of conflict in the Old Testament.] 

e battlefields are always accurately described — the 
-es of the Vale of Elah, of Michmash, of Jezreel, and 
shimon can be recognized today from the stories 
avid and Goliath, of Jonathan and the Philistine 
of Saul's defeat and Gideon's victory, and Saul's 
it of David. 

e little details, which thus catch a soldier's ear and 
ire of course not so frequent with the prophets 
e long lines of the land, and its greater natural 
)menon. 

He that sitteth on the circle of the earth, 
And the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers ; 
That stretcheth the heavens as a curtain, 
And spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in. 

:n who looked at life under that lofty imagination 
)t notice closely the details of their country's scenery. 
: infected them was the sense of space and distance, 
upendous contrasts of desert and fertility, the hard, 
ht coast with the sea breaking into foam, the swift 
je, the thunderstorms sweeping the length of the 
and the earthquakes. For these were symbols of 
•eat prophetic themes: the abiding justice and mercy 
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of God, the steadfastness of his providence, the nearness 
of his judgments to life, which lies between his judg- 
ments as the land between the Desert and the Great 
Deep; his power to bring up life upon his people as 




JAFFA GATE, JERUSALEM 
This is the main entrance of the city ; a street leading from the railroad sK 
enters the city from this point. A part of the wall adjacent to the gue was 
down to form a road for the entrance of the German emperor m 1898. This i 
entrance, for which a part of the old city wall was destmyed, waaJn strikin*:wi-inj 
contrast to that of General Allenby, who captured the city from the Turks H * in 
1918. General Allenby entered the ancient and sacred city with all deference anrzK-i^nd 
respect, walking on foot at the lead of his troops 

spring rushes upon .the wilderness ; his awfuL last ^judg JSg- 
ment, like morning scattered on the mountains,'.when th*"~fie 
dawn is. crushed upon the land between: the hills arid .tl^:^fte 
heavy clouds, and the lurid light is spilt like the Tvir— r^e- 
press of the wrath of God. And if those great outliir^ les 
are touched here and there with flowers, or a mist, oi^b' a i 
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's nest, or a passing thistledown, or a bit of meadow, 
quiet pool, or an olive tree in the sunshine, it is to 
^^y^strate human beauty, which comes upon the earth as 
^^^^ as her wild flowers, and as quickly passeth away, 
^^ich is like a vapor that appeareth for a moment on 
^^ hillside and then vanisheth; or it is to symbolize 
^^'s provision of peace to his people in corners and 
^^^oks of this fiercely swept life of ours: 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

" They looked unto him, and were lightened " ; where 
^lie effect is of liquid light, when the sun breaks through 
^lie clouds, rippling across a wood or a troubled piece 
^^f water. 

But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. 

X will be as the dew unto Israel : 

^lie shall blossom as the lily, and strike forth his roots like Lebanon : 

ills branches shall spread, 

Itiis beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 

Bring up man and the animals on the scene, and you 
^ee those landscapes described by Old Testament writers 
exactly as you will see them today — the valleys covered 
^with com, the pastures above clothed with flocks, shep- 
Tierds and husbandmen calling to each other through the 
Tnorning air, the narrow high-banked hill-roads brimming 
"with sheep, the long and stately camel trains, the herds 
of wild cattle, — "bulls of Bashan have compassed me 
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about." You see the villages by day, with the children 
coming forth to meet the traveler ; the villages by night, 
without a light, when you stumble on them in the dark- 
ness, and all the dogs begin barking, — " at evening 
they return and make a noise like a dog, and go round 
about the city." You see night, 

Wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth, 
The sun ariseth, they shrink together, 
And lay them down in their dens. 
Man goeth forth unto his work, 
And to his labor till the evening. 

You see those details which are so characteristic of 
every Eastern landscape, the chaff and rolling thorns 
blown before the wind, the dirt cast out on the streets ; 
the broken vessel by the well; the forsaken house; the 
dusty grave. 

Let us pay attention to all these, and we shall surely 
feel ourselves in the atmosphere and scenery in which 
David fought and Elisha went to and fro, and Malachi 
saw " the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in his 

wings." — Sir George Adam Smith, " The Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land" 
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Stories of King Solomon 

[After the death of David, Solomon came to the throne. He was 
of the greatest and wisest of kings in history. He extended the 
»:xninion of Israel and made a great empire of what was once a few 
^^^^ttered tribes fighting desperately for existence. Besides being a 
^^^^^iat statesman, he was interested in many subjects. He wrote many 
I^^*~^verbs and songs. He was interested in nature, the birds and the 
*^^>lies, even " the hyssop which springeth out of the wall." He was as 
S^::^od as he was wise. He built the great temple at Jerusalem which his 
* ^ther longed to build but could not. His fame went out over all the earth.] 




OW SOLOMON SOUGHT WISDOM AS THE 

BEST GIFT OF GOD 

[Solomon dreamed a dream in which the Lord asked him what he 
lost desired. Solomon asked for wisdom to guide his people aright 
-iThe Lord was pleased and told him that his request should be granted, 
nd that he should have, in addition, riches and power such as no king 
»n the earth possessed.] 



Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die ; 
^nd he charged Solomon his son, saying, " I go the way 
^Df all the earth : be thou strong therefore, and show thy- 
self a man ; and keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to 
^walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his command- 
Tnents, and his judgments, and his testimonies, according 
to that which is written in the law of Moses, that thou 
mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever 
thou tumest thyself: that the Lord may establish his 
word which he spoke concerning me, saying, ' If thy 
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children take heed to their way, to walk before me 
in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, 
there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne 
of Israel.' " And the kingdom was established in the 
hand of Solomon. 

And Solomon became allied with Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter, and brought her 
into the city of David, until he had made an end of 
building his own house, and the house of the Lord, 
and the wall of Jerusalem round about. Only the peo^ 
pie sacrificed in the high places, because there was no 
house built for the name of the Lord until those days. 
And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes 
of David his father : only he sacrificed and burnt incense 
in the high places. 

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for 
that was the great high place : a thousand burnt offerings 
did Solomon offer upon that altar. In Gibeon the Lord 
appeared to Solomon in a dream by night : and God said, 
" Ask what I shall give thee." 

And Solomon said, "Thou hast showed unto thy 
servant David my father great kindness, according as he 
walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for 
him this great kindness', that thou hast given him a son 
to sit on his throne as it is this day. And now, O Lord 
my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of 
David my father : and I am but a little child ; I know not 
how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst 
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cr»:f thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, 
"tliat cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 
^HSive thy servant therefore an understanding heart to 
J xidge thy people, that I may discern between good and 

^■vil; for who is able to judge this thy great people?" 




DAMASCUS GATE, JERUSALEM 
The city of JenisaTem is inclosed in a wall thiriy-eight and one-half feet high, 
forming an irregular quadrangle of about two and one-half miles in circumfer- 
ence. It has eight gates, one of (he most important being the Damascus Gate. 
It was built, probably, in its present form in the sixteenth century 

And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing. And God said unto him, " Because 
thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself 
long life ; neither hast asked riches for thyself nor hast 
asked the life of thine enemies, but hast asked for thy- 
self understanding to discern justice ; behold, I have done 
according to thy word: lo, I have given thee a wise and 
[173] 
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an understanding heart; so that there hath been none 
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise 
like unto thee. And I have also given thee that which 
thou hast not asked, both riches and honor, so that there 
shall not be any among the kings like to thee, all thy 
days. And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my 
statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did 
walk, then I will lengthen thy days." 

And Solomon awoke, and, behold, it was a dream : and 
he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings, and 
offered peace offerings, and made a feast to all his servants. 

— I Kings ii, 1-5; iii, 1-15 

KING SOLOMON AND KING HIRAM 

[How Solomon made friends with King Hiram and sent thirty thou- 
sand lumbermen into the northern forests to bring out the great cedars 
for the temple and the palace, and quarrymen to hew out great stones 
for the foundations.] 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solo- 
mon ; for he had heard that they had anointed him king 
instead of his father: for Hiram was ever a lover of 
David. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, " Thou 
knowest how David my father could not build an house 
to the name of the Lord his God for the wars which 
were about him on every side, until the Lord put them 
under the soles of his feet. But now the Lord my 
God hath given me rest on every side; there is neither 
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CEDARS OF LEBANON 

The great forests of cedar trees which once covered the slopes of Mount Lebanon 

are nearly all gone, A few groves o( these magnificent trees still remain. One 

of these small groves is shown in the picture. Mount Lebanon, with patches of 

snow, is in the background 



TALES OF CAPTAINS AND CONQUESTS 

adversar}^ nor evil happening. And, behold, I purpose to 
build an house unto the name of the Lord my God, 
as the Lord spoke to David my father, saying, * Thy son, 
whom I will set upon thy throne in thy place, he shall 
build the house unto my name.' Now therefore command 
thou that they hew me cedar trees out of Lebanon; 
and my servants shall be with thy servants; and I will 
give thee hire for thy servants according to all that thou 
shalt say: for thou knowest that there is not among 
us any that has skill to hew timber like unto the 
Zidonians." 

And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words 
of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, " Blessed 
be the Lord this day, who hath given unto David a wise 
son over this great people." 

And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, " I have heard 
the message which thou hast sent to me: I will do all 
thy desire concerning timber of cedar, and concerning 
timber of fir. My servants shall bring them down from 
Lebanon to the sea: and I will make them into rafts to 
go by sea to the place that thou shalt appoint me, and 
will cause them to be broken up there, and thou shalt 
receive them: and thou shalt accomplish my desire, in 
giving food for my household." 

So Hiram gave Solomon timber of cedar and timber 
of fir according to all his desire. And Solomon gave 
Hiram twenty thousand measures of wheat and twenty 
measures of pure oil : thus gave Solomon to Hiram year 
by year. And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he= 
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Promised him; and there was peace between Hiram and 
Solomon ; and they two made a league together. 

-And King Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel ; and 
the levy was thirty thousand men. And he sent them 
*^ Lebanon, ten thousand a month by turns: a month 
they were in Lebanon, and two months at home : and 
-^cloniram was over the levy. And Solomon had three- 
score and ten thousand that bore burdens, and fourscore 
thousand that were hewers in the mountains; besides 
^^Jomon's chief officers that were over the work, three 
t'^oiisand and three hundred, who were overseers of the 
People that wrought in the work. And the king com- 
'^^nded, and they quarried out great stones, costly 
^*^^^nes, and huge, to lay the foundation of the house with 
/^^^Ought stone. And Solomon's builders and Hiram's 
^^-^ilders did fashion them, and prepared the timber and 
^-^ stones to build the house. — i Kings v 



^hat sort of a club is it ? " 
^ * It is called The Philosopher. They are few — like the Cedars 

»» ^ ^^banon — poor men given to thought." — George Eliot, 

-Tiid Deronda," chap, xlii 



V. 
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HOW SOLOMON PRAYED FOR HIS PEOPLE 

And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in 
the presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread 
forth his hands toward heaven : and he said, " O Lord, 
the God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven 
above, or on earth beneath; who keepest covenant and 
mercy with thy servants, that walk before thee with aU 
their heart: who hast kept with thy servant David my 
father that which thou didst promise him : yea, thou hast 
spoken with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine 
hand, as it is this day. 

*' Now therefore, O Lord, the God of Israel, keep 
with thy servant David my father that which thou hast 
promised him, saying, ' There shall not fail thee a man 
in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; if only thy 
children take heed to their way, to walk before me as 
thou hast walked before me.' Now therefore, O God of 
Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified, which thou 
hast spoken unto thy servant David my father. But will 
God in very deed dwell in the earth ? behold, heaven and, 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much^ 
less this house that I have builded ! 

" Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servants: 
and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto 
the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth be^ 
fore thee this day: that thine eyes may be open toward- 
this house night and day, even toward the place wherecz:: 
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tHou hast said, 'My name shall be there*: to hearken 
itrito the prayer which thy servant shall pray toward this 
place. And hearken thou to the supplication of thy 
servant, and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray 
to^ward this place : yea, hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place ; and when thou hearest, forgive. 

If a man sin against his neighbor, and an oath be 
upon him to cause him to swear, and he come and 
S'vvear before thine altar in this house: then hear thou 
heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, condemning 
wicked, to bring his way upon his own head; and 
ju.stifying the righteous, to give him according to his 
'righteousness. 

** When thy people Israel are smitten down before the 

^riemy, because they have sinned against thee; if they 

*^Urn again to thee, and confess thy name, and pray and 

'"^alce supplication unto thee in this house; then hear 

*^l>o\i in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, 

^^d bring them again unto the land which thou gavest 

^^to their fathers. When heaven is shut up, and there is 

^o rain, because they have sinned against thee; if they pray 

*^^>^^ard this place, and confess thy name, and turn from 

tVi^jj. sJn^ when thou dost afflict them : then hear thou in 

*^^aven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy 

People Israel, when thou teachest them the good way 

^Herein they should walk ; and send rain upon thy land, 

^l^ich thou hast given to thy people for an inheritance. 

*' If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, 
^ there be blasting or mildew, locust or caterpillar; if 
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their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities; 
whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness there be; what 
prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or 




WAILING PLACE OF THE JEWS, JERUSALEM 
No city has been so deeply loved by its people as the city of Jerusalem. Even in .«- 
exile every devout Jew hoped to make a yearly pilgrimage to the sacred city. _ -i 
The Jewish people have never ceased lo mourn the loss of Jerusalem. As early -^^ 
as the Middle Ages the pilgrim Jews used to go to the celebrated wall called ih — ^ _, 
" Wailing Place " to mourn the downfall of Jerusalem. The wall is fifty-two yardi^ ^ 
long and fifty-nine feet in height, consisting of huge blocks of stone. It is n ^ — - 
very ancient origin. Every day, especially on Friday or on Jewish festivals, ; 
touching scene is presented by the men and women who lean against the ol^^^CI 
wall, kissing the stones and weeping for the fall of the holy city 

by all thy people Israel, who shall know every man tl»— 

plague of his own heart, and spread forth his han<^^ 

toward this house: then hear thou in heaven thydwelliag^ 

[i8o] 
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pJace, and forgive, and do, and render unto every man 

3Cc:ording to all his ways, whose heart thou knowest (for 

t^CDu, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the chil- 

^^■^«n of men) ; that they may fear thee all the days that 

^'^^^y live in the land which thou gavest unto our fathers. 

" Moreover concerning the stranger, that is not of thy 

P^^ople Israel, when he shall come out of a far country 

fc^ "»: thy name's sake (for they shall hear of thy great name, 

d of thy mighty hand, and of thy stretched out arm); 

in he shall come and pray toward this house: hear 

tl'^ou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do according to 

1 that the stranger calleth to thee for ; that all the peo- 

€s of the earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as 

>th thy people Israel, and that they may know that this 

l^<Z)use which I have built is called by thy name. 

'* If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, 

Avhatsoever way thou shalt send them, and they pray 

^^'^to the Lord toward the city which thou hast chosen, 

^-'^ci toward the house which I have built for thy name; 

f^^n hear thou in heaven their prayer and their supplica- 

^^^i^, and maintain their cause. 

^ If they sin against thee (for there is no man that 

^^^^eth not) and thou be angry with them, and deliver 

5^^Tn to the enemy, so that they carry them away cap- 

,^^^ unto the land of the enemy, far off or near; yet if 

■^^y shall bethink themselves in the land whither they 

5"^ carried captive, and turn again, and make supplica- 

^^^ti unto thee in the land of them that carried them cap- 

\^^'^^, saying, * We have sinned, and have done perversely, 
B2 [ i8i ] 
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ave dealt wickedly': if they return unto thee with 
their heart and with all their soul in the land of their 
mies, who carried them captive, and pray unto thee 
ard their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, 
e city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I 
ve built for thy name: then hear thou their prayer 
hd their supplication in heaven thy dwelling place, and 
aintain their cause; and forgive thy people who have 
sinned against thee, and all their transgressions wherein 
they have transgressed against thee; and give them com- 
passion before those who carried them captive, that they 
may have compassion on them : for they are thy people, 
and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest forth out 
of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron: that 
thine eyes may be open unto the supplication of thy 
servant, and unto the supplication of thy people Israel, 
to hearken unto them whensoever they cry unto thee. 
For thou didst separate them from among all the peoples 
of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou hast spoken 
by Moses thy servant, when thou broughtest our fathers 
out of Egypt, O Lord God." 

And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of 
praying all this prayer and supplication unto the Lord, 
he arose from before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling 
on his knees with his hands spread forth toward heaven. 
And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel 
with a loud voice, saying, " Blessed be the Lord, that 
hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all 
that he promised : there hath not failed one word of all 
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^5s good promise, which he promised by Moses his serv- 
^-xit. The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our 
f^,thers: let him not leave us nor forsake us: that he 
^>^>nay incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, 
^-nd keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his 
jxidgments, which he commanded our fathers. And let 
tiliese my words, wherewith I have made supplication 
t>efore the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God day 
night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and 
cause of his people Israel, as every day shall require : 
tiliat all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord, 
is God; there is none else. Let your heart there- 
be perfect with the Lord our God, to walk in his 
statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day." 
And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice 
Tz>efore the Lord. And Solomon offered for the sacrifice of 
jDcace offerings, which he offered unto the Lord, two and 
twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thou- 
sand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel 
^dedicated the house of the Lord. — i Kings viii, 22-63 

HOW SOLOMON EXTENDED THE 
. BOUNDARIES OF HIS EMPIRE 

And Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the 
Htver. Euphrates to the -land of the Philistines, and to 
the border of Egypt: they brought presents, and served 
Solomon all the days of his life. And Solomon's provi- 
sion for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and 
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threescore measures of meal ; ten fat oxen, and twenty 
oxen out of the pastures, and an hundred sheep, beside 
harts, and gazelles, and roebucks, and fatted fowl. For he 
had dominion over all the region on this side the River 
Euphrates, from Tiphsah even to Gaza, over all the kings 




SOLOMON'S STABLES, JERUSALEM 
This is a very ancient substructure under the probable site of Solomon's temple 

on this side the River Euphrates: and he had peace on 
all sides round about him. And Judah and Israel dwelti 
safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree,^ 
from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. - 
And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for hi^ 
chariots, and twelve thousand for the saddle. And thos^i 
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^flRcers provided victual for King Solomon, and for all that 

^^me unto King Solomon's table, every man in his month : 

^^^y let nothing be lacking. Barley also and straw for the 

'^c:)rses and dromedaries brought they to the place where 

*-l>e officers were, every man according to his charge. 

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding 
^>cceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the 
^^nd that is on the seashore. 

And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the 
children of the east, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For 
he was wiser than all men ; and his fame was in all the 
nations round about. And he spoke three thousand 
proverbs : and his songs were a thousand and five. And 
lae spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon 
^^en unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall : he 
^Jpoke also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, 
^d of fishes. And there came of all peoples to hear 
wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, 
^•^^^Aich had heard of his wisdom. — i Kings iv, 21-34 



SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG 

O sing unto the Lord a new song: 

Sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; 

Show forth his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations. 

His marvelous works among all the peoples. 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised: 
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He is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols: 

But the Lord made the heavens. 

Honor and majesty are before him: 

Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the peoples, 

Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: 

Bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 

Tremble before him, all the earth. 

Say among the nations, " The Lord reigneth " : 

The world also is established that it cannot be moved 

He shall judge the peoples with equity. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

Let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof; 

Let the field exult, and all that is therein; 

Then shall all the trees of the wood sing for joy 

Before the Lord, for he cometh; 

For he cometh to judge the earth: 

He shall judge the world with righteousness, 

And the peoples with his truth. Psalm xcvi 

Flower in the crannied wall, 

I pluck you out of the crannies, 

I hold you here, root and all, in my hand. 

Little flower — but if I could understand 

What you are, root and all, and all in all, 

I should know what God and man is. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " Flower in the Crannied Wall " 
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KING SOLOMON'S NAVY 

HOW KING SOLOMON'S SHIPS BROUGHT GOLD AND 
SILVER, IVORY, APES, AND PEACOCKS FROM FAR- 
AWAY LANDS 

[There is a tradition that King Solomon had gold mines in Africa, 
far away in a mysterious region seen only by adventurous spirits such 
as Allan Quartermain and his friends, in the novel " King Solomon's 
Mines," by Rider Haggard.] 

And King Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion- 
geber, which is beside Eloth, at the head of the Red Sea, 
in the land of Edom. And Hiram sent in the navy his 
servants, sailors that had knowledge of the sea, with 
the servants of Solomon. And they came to Ophir, and 
fetched from thence gold, four hundred and twenty 
talents, and brought it to King Solomon. 

And the navy also of Hiram, that brought gold from 
Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of sandal- 
wood and precious stones. And the king made of the 
sandalwood pillars for the house of the Lord, and for 
the king's house, harps also and psalteries for the 
singers : there came no such sandalwood, nor were seen, 
unto this day. 

Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one 
year was six hundred threescore and six talents of gold, 
beside that which the merchantmen brought, and the 
traffic of the spice merchants, and of all the kings of 
Arabia, and of the governors of the country. And King 
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Solomon made two hundred bucklers of beaten gold; 
six hundred shekels of gold went to one buckler. And 
he made three hundred shields of beaten gold; three 
pounds of gold went to one shield: and the king put 
them in the house of the forest of Lebanon, 

Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and 
overlaid it with the finest gold. There were six steps to 
the throne, and the top of the throne was round behind : 
and there were arms on either side of the seat, and two 
lions standing beside the arms. And twelve lions stood 
there on the one side and on the other upon the six 
steps: there was not the like made in any kingdom. 
And all King Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, 
and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon 
were of pure gold : none were of silver ; it was nothing 
accounted of in the days of Solomon. 

For the king had at sea a navy of Tarshish with the 
navy of Hiram: once every three years came the navy 
of Tarshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, 
and peacocks. 

So King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth 
in riches and in wisdom. And all the earth sought the 
presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God had , 
put in his heart. And they brought every man his pres — 
ent, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and raiment.- 
and armor, and spices, horses, and mules, a certain^ 
amount year by year. 

And Solomon gathered together chariots and hors^a 
men : and he had a thousand and four hundred chariotzzi: 

[188] 



STORIES OF THE GREAT KINGS 

^nd twelve theusand horsemen, which he bestowed in the 

chariot cities, and with the king at Jerusalem. And the 

^ing made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars 

'^^de he to be as the sycamore trees that are in the lowland, 

^^r- abundance. And Solomon had horses brought out of 

"Sypt, and linen yarn : the king's merchants received the 

^*5^en yam at a price ; and a chariot came up and went out 

Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for 

J^undred and fifty: and so for all the kings of the Hittites, 

for the kings of Syria, did they bring them out by 

ir means. — i Kings ix, 26-28 ; x, 11-12, 14-29 

HOW THE QUEEN OF SHEBA PAID 

SOLOMON A VISIT 

t^This is a story of a visit which a great queen of the south made to 
Solomon.] 






^nd when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
lomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to 
^Dve him with hard questions. And she came to Jeru- 
em with a very great caravan, with camels that bore 
ices, and very much gold, and precious stones : and 
en she was come to Solomon, she spoke with him of 
that was in her heart. And Solomon told her all her 
estions: there was not anything hid from the king 
ich he told her not. And when the queen of Sheba 
d seen all the wisdom of Solomon, and the house that 
had built, and the meat of his table and the seating of 
is servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and 
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their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his burnt offering 
which he offered in the house of the Lord ; there was no 
more spirit in her. 

And she said to the king, " It was a true report that I 
heard in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom. 
Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine 
eyes had seen it : and, behold, the half was not told me : 
thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I 
heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, 
which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy 
wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God, who delighteth 
in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: because the 
Lord loved Israel forever, therefore made he thee king, 
to do judgment and justice." 

And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents 
of gold, and of spices very great store, and precious stones : 
there came no more such abundance of spices as these 
which the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 

And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her 
desire, whatsoeyer she asked, beside that which Solomon 
gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned, and went to 
her own land, she and her servants. — i Kings x, i-io, 13 

KING SOLOMON AND THE ANTS 

Out from Jerusalem 

The king rode with his great 
War chiefs and lords of state. 

And Sheba's queen with them; 
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Comely, but black withal, 
To whom, perchance, belongs 
That wondrous Song of Songs, 

Sensuous and mystical, 

Whereto devout souls turn 

In fond, ecstatic dream. 

And through its earth-born theme 
The Love of loves discern. 

Proud in the Syrian sun. 
In gold and purple sheen, 
The dusky Ethiop queen 

Smiled on King Solomon. 

Wisest of men, he knew 
The languages of all 
The creatures great or small 

That trod the earth or flew. 

Across an ant-hill led 

The king's path, and he heard 
Its small folk, and their word 

He thus interpreted: 

" Here comes the king men greet 
As wise and good and just. 
To crush us in the dust 

Under his heedless feet." 
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The great king bowed his head, 
And saw the wide surprise 
Of the Queen of Sheba's eyes 

As he told her what they said, 

" O king ! " she whispered sweet, 
" Too happy fate have they 
Who perish in thy way 

Beneath thy gracious feet! 

** Thou of the God-lent crown, 
Shall these vile creatures dare 
Murmur against thee where 

The knees of kings kneel down ? " 

" Nay," Solomon replied, 

" The wise and strong should seek 

The welfare of the weak," 
And turned his horse aside. 

His train, with quick alarm. 
Curved with their leader round 
The ant-hill's peopled mound. 

And left it free from harm. 

The jeweled head bent low; 

" O king ! " she said, " henceforth 

The secret of thy worth 
And wisdom well I know. 
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^ Happy must be the State 
Whose ruler heedeth more 
The murmurs of the poor 

Than flatteries of the great." 

John Greenleaf Whittier 

For take the bee 
As instance, — copying King Solomon. 

Robert Browning, ** The Ring and the Book " 

n regard to bees, he was rather a man of word than deed, and 

e of his most striking sentences had the bees for text. " They 

indeed wonderfu' creatures, mem," he said once. '' They just 

^^•^d me o' what the queen of Sheba said to Solomon, — and I 

^ ^t:>k she said it wi* a sigh, — * The half of it hath not been told 

me.' " — Robert Louis Stevenson, " An Old Scotch Gardener*' 

E DEDICATION OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE 

|]One of the most famous buildings in the world was Solomon's 
^xnple. When after many years of labor it was built, there was a 
^mn service of dedication.] 

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all 
e heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers' houses 
the children of Israel, unto King Solomon in Jeru- 
alem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
of\thecityofDavid> which is Zion. And they brought 
"^ip^tberarkvofthe-Lord, and the tent af nieeting, an.d all 
he holy vessels that were in the tent. 
And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, 
^hat were assembled unto him, were with him before the 
ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told 
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nor numbered for multitude. And the priests brought 
in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto its place, 
into the sanctuary of the house, to the most holy place. 
There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of 
stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord 




A DISTANT VIEW OF JERUSALEM - 

made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they 
came out of the Land of Egypt. And it came to pass; 
when the priests were come out of the holy place, ^lal 
the cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests 
could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud; foir 
the giory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 
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Then spoke Solomon, "The Lord hath said that he would 

X^ell in the thick darkness. I have surely built thee a 

*^Ouse of habitation, a place for thee to dwell in forever." 

And the king turned his face about, and blessed all 

^tie congregation of Israel: and all the congregation of 

I srael stood. And he said, " Blessed be the Lord, the 

of Israel, who spoke with his mouth unto David 

father, and hath with his hand fulfilled it, saying, 

the day that I brought forth my people Israel out 

c>£ Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel 

build a house, that my name might be there; but I 

David to be over my people Israel.* Now it was 

in the heart of David my father to build a house for the 

:naine of the Lord, the God of Israel. But the Lord said 

xinto David my father, * Whereas it was in thine heart to 

iDuild an house for my name, thou didst well that it was 

in thine heart: nevertheless thou shalt not build the 

^ouse; but thy son, he shall build the house for my 

:«iame.' And the Lord hath established his word that he 

^]X)ke ; for I am risen up in the place of David my father, 

sind sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, 

sind have built the house for the name of the Lord, the 

<jod of Israel. And there have I set a place for the ark, 

^^herein is the covenant of the Lord, which he made 

"with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land 

of Egypt." — I Kings viii, 1-2 1 (in part) 

Silently as a dream the fabric rose ; 

No sound of hammer or of saw was there. 

William Cowper, " The Task," Book V 
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THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S 

The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof; 

The world, and they that dwell therein, 

For he hath founded it upon the seas. 

And established it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 

And who shall stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 

Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 

And hath not sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive a blessing from the Lord, 

And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

This is the generation of them that seek after him. 

That seek thy face, O God of Jacob. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 

And be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors: 

And the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is the King of glory? 

The Lord strong and mighty, 

The Lord mighty in battle! 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 

Yea, lift them up, ye everlasting doors: 

And the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The Lord of hosts. 

He is the King of glory ! Psalm xxiv 
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As those standing on the mountain top first discern the coming 
beams of morning, so may we frame the vantage ground of Hberal 
institutions, first recognize the ascending sun of a new era. Lift 
high the gates, and let the King of Glory in, — the King of 
True Glory, — of Peace ! 

" And let the whole earth be filled with His Glory ! " — Charles 
Sumner, ** The True Grandeur of Nations " 



" Open, ye everlasting gates." 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " Queen Mary " 

The tumult and the shouting dies — 
The captains and the kings depart - 

Still stands thine ancient sacrifice. 
An humble and a contrite heart. 

Lord God of Hosts be with us yet, 

Lest we forget — lest we forget ! 

RuDYARD Kipling, " Recessional " 

THE SONG OF SONGS 

[The *^ Song of Songs," sometimes called " Solomon's Song " or 
'* Canticles," is a collection of Hebrew wedding songs. These songs in 
form and spirit are examples of what we call in English literature " lyric 
poetry." In their freshness and charm they may be compared with the 
lyrical poetry of the Elizabethan age in English literature.] 

As a lily among thorns, 

So is my love among the daughters. 

As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, 

So is my beloved among the sons. 

I sat down under his shadow with great delight, 
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And his fruit was sweet to my taste. 
He brought me to the banqueting house, 
And his banner over me was love. 

Whither is thy beloved gone, 
O thou fairest among women? 






JERUSALEM FROM THE MOUNT OF OLIVES 

Jerusalem is situated upon a high, barren plateau surrounded by ravines. From 

the military standpoint its position is poor. It was often captured during Biblical 

times. Since then it has been attacked and stormed by many armies. From a 

photograph by Dr. John Finley, and used with his kind permission 

Whither hath thy beloved turned him, 

That we may seek him with thee ? 

My beloved is gone down to his garden, to 

the beds of spices. 
To feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies. 
I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine: 
He feedeth his flock among the lilies. 
[198] 
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am my beloved's, 
nd his desire is toward me. 
ome, my beloved, let us go forth into the field ; 
y beloved spake, and said unto me, 
ise up, my love, my fair one, and come away, 
or, lo, the winter is past ; 
he rain is over and gone; 
he flowers appear on the earth; 
ihe time of the singing of birds is come, 
—And the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land; 

The fig tree ripeneth her green figs, 
— And the vines are in blossom, 

ihey give forth their fragrance. 
— Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 
^O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the 
covert of the steep place, 
let us lodge in the villages, 
let us get up early to the vineyards ; 
^et us see whether the vine hath budded, and its 

blossom be open, 
^nd the pomegranates be in flower: 
"T"here will I give thee my love. 
T^he mandrakes give forth fragrance, 
-A.nd at our doors are all manner of precious fruits, 

new and old, 
\Vhich I have laid up for thee, O my beloved. 

IwCt me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; 
For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely. 
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Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the 

vineyards ; 
For our vineyards are in blossom. 
My beloved is mine, and I am his: 
He feedeth his flock among the lilies. 
Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, 
Turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart 
Upon the mountains of Bether. 

Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm : 

For love is strong as death; 

Jealousy is cruel as the grave: 

The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, 

A very flame of the Lord. 

Many waters cannot quench love, 

Neither can the floods drown it: 

If a man would give all the substance of his house for love. 

He would utterly be contemned. 

Our little sister of the Song of Songs. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " Queen Mary " 

She is like the woman of the Song of Solomon, **Thy lips 
are like a thread of scarlet ; honey and milk are under thy 
tongue ; the smell of Lebanon. Awake ! O north wind ; and come, 
thou south." From hill to hill Maine flaunts her ribands. From 
peak to peak flames the curve of her lips. In valley and on hill- 
sides spread her garments, of all the colors of the celestial 
dye pots. And there she stands, like the apocalypse of a sunset 
of the gods ! What pageantry ! what beauty, here in Maine ! — 

Lewiston (Maine) Journal 
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. ECCLESIASTES 

[The Book of Ecclesiastes is a book of the Bible in which a writer 
who calls himself "the Preacher" discourses upon the vanity of hu- 
manity. It is sad and pessimistic for the most part, but contains some 
fine poetical passages] 

REMEMBER ALSO THY CREATOR 

Remember also thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
or ever the evil days come, and the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, " I have no pleasure in them " ; or 
ever the sun, and the light, and the moon, and the stars, 
be darkened, and the clouds return after the rain : in the 
day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and 
the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders 
cease because they are few, and those that look out of 
the windows be darkened, and the doors shall be shut 
in the streets; when the sound of the grinding is low, 
and one shall rise up at the voice of a bird, and all the 
daughters of music shall be brought low ; yea, they shall 
be afraid of that which is high, and terrors shall be in 
the way; and the almond tree shall blossom, and the 
grasshopper shall be a burden, and the caper-berry shall 
fail because man goeth to his long home, and the 
mourners go about the streets: or ever the silver cord 
be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher 
be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the 
cistern; and the dust return to the earth as it was and 
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. Vanity of 
vanities, saith the Preacher, all is vanity* — Ecck«asfc5.'&Yii^\^-^ 
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And sad ** Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher," — 
Has he not stamped the image on my soul, 
In that last chapter, where the worn-out Teacher 
Sighs o'er the loosened cord, the broken bowl ? 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, " The Iron Gate " 

Reject, therefore, the false philosophy of those who will ask what 
does it matter, provided a thing be useful, whether it be beautiful or 
not : and say in reply that we will take one lesson from Almighty 
God, who in his works hath shown us, and in His Word also hath 
told us, that ** He hath made everything," not one thing, or another 
thing, but everything, ** beautiful in his time." Among all the 
devices of creation there is not one more wonderful, whether it be 
the movement of the heavenly bodies, or the succession of the 
seasons and the years, or the adaptation of the world and its 
phenomena to the conditions of the human life, or the structure 
of the eye, or hand, or any other part of the frame of man, — 
not one of all these is more wonderful than the profuseness with 
which the Mighty Maker has been pleased to shed over the works 
of his hands an endless and boundless beauty. — William Ewart 
Gladstone, " The Life and Works of Josiah Wedgwood " 

And here 's the silver cord which . . . what 's our word ? 
Depends from the gold bowl, which loosed (not ** lost ") 
Lets us from heaven to hell, — one chop, weVe loose ! 
**And not much pain i* the process," quoth a sage: 
Who told him ? Not Felice's ghost, I think ! 
Such "losing" is scarce Mother Nature's mode. 
She fain would have cord ease itself away. 
Worn to a thread by threescore years and ten, 
Snap while we slumber : that seems bearable. 

Robert Browning, " The Ring and the Book " 
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For the Bible, if one were cast away on a lonely island, he would 
exchange all other books ; from the Bible alone could such a cast- 
away get comfort and help. It is the only book in the world that is 
new every morning : the only one that brings balm to wounded 
hearts. — George Hamlin Fitch, " Comfort found in Good Old Books " 

THE STORY OF THE LITTLE CITY WHICH WAS 
SAVED BY THE POOR WISE MAN 

I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to 
the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to 
the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet 
favor to men of skill ; but time and chance happeneth to 
them all. For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes 
that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are 
caught in the snare, even so are the sons of men snared 
in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them. 

I have also seen wisdom under the sun, and it 
seemed great unto me: there was a little city, and few 
men within it; and there came a great king against 
it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: 
now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by 
his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered 
that same poor man. Then said I, " Wisdom is better 
than strength " : nevertheless the poor man's wisdom is 
despised, and his words are not heard. — Ecclesiastes ix, 11-17 

Not to the swift the race, 

Not to the strong the fight : 

Not to the righteous perfect grace, 

Not to the wise the light. 
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But often faltering feet 

Come surest to the goal ; 

And they who walk in darkness meet 

The sunrise of the soul. 

Henry van Dyke, " Reliance " 
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Though the race be to the swift 
And the battle to the strong. 
History must one day sift 
What is right from what is wrong. 

" X," " A Rhyme of Right or Wrong " 
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[The Book of Proverbs is a collection of the wise sayings of King 
Solomon and many other men of wisdom in ancient times. It is a littie 
library of these wise sayings. The subjects are various. All sides of life 
are treated. Mostly, however, they aim to show the value of wisdom, tem- 
perance, honesty, sobriety, thrift, and the common virtues, and the folly 
and danger of the opposite qualities. The " fool " who wastes his life, 
squanders his money and his health, is held up to derision and scorn. 
While these sayings may seem very practical and worldly-wise, they 
all teach in a very direct and telling way the virtues which are at the 
basis of right living for the individual and justice and righteousness 
in society.] 

My son, hear the instruction of thy father, 
And forsake not the law of thy mother: 

t^or they shall be a chaplet of grace unto thy head, 
And chains about thy neck. 

^^ly son, forget not my law; 
^ut let thine heart keep my commandments : 
For length of days, and years of life, 
And peace, shall they add to thee. 
lL.et not mercy and truth forsake thee: 
^ind them about thy neck; 
AVrite them upon the table of thine heart: 
So shalt thou find favor 

And good repute in the sight of God and man. 
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, 
And lean not upon thine own understanding: 
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In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
And he shall direct thy paths. 
Be not wise in thine own eyes; 
Fear the Lord and depart from evil: 

It shall be health to thy navel, 

And marrow to thy bones. 
Honor the Lord with thy substance, 
And with the first fruits of all thine increase: 

So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 

And thy vats shall overflow with new wine. 

My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; 

Neither be weary of his reproof: 

For whom the Lord loveth he reproveth; 

Even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom. 

And the man that getteth understanding. 

For the merchandise of it is better than the 

merchandise of silver, 
And the gain thereof than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies: 
And all of the things thou canst desire are to 

be compared unto her. 

Length of days is in her right hand; 
In her left hand are riches and honor. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness. 
And all her paths are peace. 
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She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her : 
And happy is everyone that retaineth her. 

The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; 
By understanding he established the heavens. 
By his knowledge the depths were broken up, 
And the skies drop down the dew. 




MANUSCRIPT 



Until the invention of printing the Bible was reproduced in manuscript. This was 

one of the principal occupations of the monks in the Middle Ages, and many vety 

beautiful copies e;iist illuminated in colors. Photograph from the muial painting 

by John W. Alexander in the Library of Congress 

Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; 
Consider her ways, and be wise: 

Which having no chief, 

Overseer, 

Or ruler, 
Provideth her meat in the summer, 
And gathereth her food in the harvest 
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How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? 
When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 

"Yet a little sleep, 

A little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to sleep " — 
So shall thy poverty come as a robber, 
And thy want as an armed man! 

There be six things which the Lord hateth, 
Yea, seven which are an abomination unto him : 

Haughty eyes, 

A lying tongue. 

And hands that shed innocent blood; 

And heart that deviseth wicked imaginations. 

Feet that be swift in running to mischief, 

A false witness that uttereth lies; 
And he that soweth discord among brethren. 

My son, keep the commandment of thy father. 
And forsake not the law of thy mother: 
Bind them continually upon thine heart; 
Tie them about thy neck. 

A wise son maketh a glad father: 

But a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 

Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: 
But righteousness delivereth from death. 

He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand : 
But the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 

[208] 



PROVERBS 

Hatred stirreth up strifes: 

But love covereth all transgressions. 

The tongue of the righteous is as choice silver: 
The heart of the wicked is little worth. 

The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich; 
And he addeth no sorrow therewith. 

As vinegar to the teeth, 
And as smoke to the eyes, 
So is the sluggard to them that sent him. 

The fear of the Lord prolongeth days : 

But the years of the wicked shall be shortened. 

A false balance is an abomination to the Lord: 
But a just weight is his delight. 

There is that scattereth, and increaseth yet more; 
And there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth only to want. 

A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast : 
But the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 

He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread : 
But he that followeth after vain persons is void 
of understanding. 

The way of the foolish is right in his own eyes: 
But he that is wise hearkeneth unto counsel. 
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Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord: 
But they that deal truly are his delight. 

The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: 
But the slothful shall be put under taskwork. 

A wise son heareth his father's instruction : 
But a scorner heareth not rebuke. 

Walk with wise men, and thou shalt be wise: 
But the companion of fools shall smart for it. 

A faithful witness will not lie: 
But a false witness uttereth lies. 

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man: 
But the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; 
And the end of mirth is heaviness. 

The simple belicveth every word: 

But the prudent man looketh well to his going. 

A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: 

But the fool beareth himself insolently, and is confident 

Righteousness exalteth a nation: 
But sin is a reproach to any people. 

A soft answer turneth away wrath: 
But a grievous word stirreth up anger. 

[2IO] 




THE GOLDEN GATE, JF.RUSA,r.EM 

In 1810 this gate, with the exception of one small opening, was built up enllreljr 

by the Arabs 
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The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
Keeping watch upon the evil and the good. 

A fool despiseth his father's correction: 

But he that regardeth reproof getteth prudence. 

A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: 
But by sorrow of heart the spirit is broken. 

Better is little with the fear of the Lord, 
Than great treasure and trouble therewith. 

Better is a dinner of herbs where love is. 
Than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. 

A wrathful man stirreth up contention: 

But he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife. 

A wise son maketh a glad father: 

But a foolish man despiseth his mother. 

He that refuseth correction despiseth his own soul : 
But he that hearkeneth to reproof getteth understanding. 

All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes : 
But the Lord weigheth the spirits. 

Commit thy works unto the Lord, 
And thy thoughts shall be established. 

Better is a little with righteousness 
Than great revenues with injustice. 
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A just balance and scales are the Lord's: 
All the weights of the bag are his work. 

How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! 
Yea, to get understanding is rather to be chosen than 
silver. 

Pride goeth before destruction, 
And a haughty spirit before a fall. 

The hoary head is a crown of glory, 

If it be found in the way of righteousness. 

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; 
And he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. 

Better is a dry morsel and quietness therewith, 
Than an house full of feasting with strife. 

A merry heart is a good medicine: 

But a broken spirit drieth up the bones. 

The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters; 
The wellspring of wisdom is as a flowing brook. 

A false witness shall not be unpunished; 
And he that uttereth lies shall perish. 

Hear counsel, 

And receive instruction, 

That thou mayest be wise in thy latter end. 
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Wine is a mocker, 
Strong drink a brawler; 
And whosoever erreth thereby is not wise. 

Divers weights, 
And divers measures, 
Both of them alike are an abomination to the Lord. 

Even a child maketh himself known by his doings, 
Whether his work be pure, and whether it be right. 

The hearing ear. 
And the seeing eye. 
The Lord hath made even both of them. 

Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; 

Open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread. 

Divers weights are an abomination to the Lord; 
And a false balance is not good. 

To do justice and judgment 

Is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 

Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, 
He also shall cry, but shall not be heard. 

He that foUoweth after righteousness and mercy 
Findeth life, righteousness, and honor. 

The horse is prepared against the day of battle: 
But victory is of the Lord. 
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A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, 
And loving favor rather than silver and gold. 

The rich and the poor meet together: 
The Lord is the maker of them all 
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INTERIOR OF THE GOLDEN GATE, JERUSALEM 

The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord 
Is riches, and honor, and life. 

Train up a child in the way he should go, 

And even when he is old he will not depart from it 

He that loveth pureness. of heart, ".. . ..-.- 

For the grace of his lips the king shall be his friend. 

Rob not the poor, because he is poor; 
Neither oppress the afflicted in the gate: 
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Foi* the Lord will plead their cause, 

And despoil of life those that despoil them. 

Make no friendship with a man that is given to anger; 

And with a wrathful man thou shalt not go: 
Lest thou learn his ways, 

And get a snare to thy soul; 

Remove not the ancient landmark, 
Which thy fathers have set. 

Seest thou a man diligent in his business ? 
He shall stand before kings; 
He shall not stand before mean men. 

Speak not in the hearing of a fool. 

For he will despise the wisdom of thy words. 

Buy the truth. 
And sell it not; 
Yea, wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. 

Who hath woe? 

Who hath sorrow? 

Who hath contentions? •. 

Who hath complaining ? 

Who hath wounds without cause? 

Who hath redness of eyes? 

They that tarry long at the wine ; 

They that go to seek mixed wine. 
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Through wisdom is a house builded; 
And by understanding it is established: 

And by knowledge are the chambers filled 

With all precious and pleasant riches. 

Fret not thyself because of evildoers; 

Neither be thou envious at the wicked: 
For there will be no reward to the evil man; 

The lamp of the wicked shall be put out. 

I saw, and received instruction. 

" Yet a little sleep, 

A little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to sleep " — 
So shall thy poverty come as a robber; 
And thy want as an armed man. 

A word fitly spoken 
Is like apples of gold 
In baskets of silver. 

As clouds and wind without rain, 

So is he that boasteth himself of his gifts falsely. 

A man that beareth false witness against his neighbor 
Is a maul, and sword. 
And a sharp arrow. 

Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble 
Is like a broken tooth, 
And a foot out of joint. 

[2171 



TALES OF CAPTAINS AND CONQUESTS 

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; 

And if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: 
For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head. 

And the Lord shall reward thee. 

As cold waters 
To a thirsty soul. 
So is good news from a far country. 

A whip for the horse, 
A bridle for the ass, 
And a rod for the back of fools. 

Answer not a fool according to his folly, 
Lest thou also be like unto him. 

Answer a fool according to his folly, 

Lest he be wise in his own conceit. 

Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? 
There is more hope of a fool than of him. 

For lack of wood the fire goeth out; 

And where there is no whisperer, contention ceaseth. 

As coals are to hot embers, 
And wood to fire. 
So is a contentious man to inflame strife. 

Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein; 

And he that roUeth a stone, it shall return upon him, 
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Boast not thyself of to-morrow; 

For thou knowest not what a day may bring forth. 

Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; 
A stranger, and not thine own Hps. 




BLIND BOYS IN THE STREETS OF JERUSALEM 

These boys are blind, and yet they look happy and intelligent. They would 

doubtless be glad to send a greeting to the boys and girls of America from the 

famous ci^ in which they live. From a photograph by Dr. John Finley, and used 

nith his kind pennission 

A stone is heavy, 

And the sand weighty: 

But a foors vexation is heavier than them both. 



As in water face answereth to face, 
So the heart of man to man. 
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Though thou shouldest pound a fool in a mortar 
With a pestle among bruised corn, 
Yet will not his foolishness depart from him. 

He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: 
But he that followeth after vain persons shall have 
poverty enough. 

He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: 

But he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse. 

Scornful men set a city in a flame: 
But wise men turn away wrath. 

Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? 
There is more hope of a fool than of him. 

There be three things which are too wonderful for me, 
Yea, four which I know not: 

The way of an eagle in the air; 

The way of a serpent upon a rock; 

The way of a ship in the midst of the sea; 
And the way of a man with a maid. 

There be four things which are little upon the earth, 

But they are exceeding wise: 
The ants are a people not strong, 

Yet they provide their meat in the summer; 
The conies are but a feeble folk, 

Yet make they their houses in the rocks; 
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The locusts have no king, 

Yet go they forth all of them by bands; 
The lizard thou canst seize with thy hands, 

Yet is she in kings' palaces. 

There be three things which are stately in their march, 
Yea, four which are stately in going: 
The lion. 

Which is mightiest among beasts, 
And turneth not away for any; 
The greyhound; 
The he-goat also; 
And the king when his army is with him. 

The fool doth think he is wise, but the wise man knows 
himself to be a fool. — Shakespeare, " As You Like It," v, i 

For now there is a lion in the way. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " The Holy Grail " 

Give to the poor, 
Ye give to God. He is with us in the poor. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, " Queen Mary " 
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THE PRAISES OF WISDOM 

WISDOM CRIETH ALOUD IN THE STREET 

Wisdom crieth aloud in the street; 

She uttereth her voice in the broad places; 

She crieth in the chief place of meeting; 

At the entering in of the gates, 

In the city, she uttereth her words: 

" How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity ? 

And scorners delight in scorning, 

And fools hate knowledge? 

Turn you at my reproof: 

Behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, 

I will make known my words unto you. 

Because I have called, and ye refused; 

I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 

But ye have set at nought all my counsel. 

And would none of my reproof: 

I also will laugh in the day of your calamity; 

I will mock when your fear cometh; 

When your fear cometh as a storm, 

And your calamity cometh on as a whirlwind; 

When distress and anguish come upon you. 

Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; 

They shall seek me diligently, but they shall not find me : 

For that they hated knowledge. 

And did not choose the fear of the Lord, 

They would not have my counsel; 
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They despised all my reproof: 

Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 

And be filled with their own devices. 

For the backsliding of the simple shall slay them, 

And the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 

But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell securely, 

And shall be quiet without fear of evil." 

♦ Proverbs i, 20-33 

Wisdom cries out in the streets and no man regards it. 

Shakespeare, " i Henry IV," i, 2 

THE GLORY OF WISDOM 

Doth not wisdom cry, 
And understanding put forth her voice? 
In the top of high places by the way. 
Where the paths meet, she standeth; 
Beside the gates, at the entry of the city. 
At the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud: 
" Unto you, O men, I call ; 
And my voice is to the sons of men. 
O ye simple, understand wisdom; 
*And, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. 
Hear, for I will speak excellent things : 
And the opening of my lips shall be right things. 
For my mouth shall utter truth; 
And wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 
All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; 
There is nothing crooked or perverse in thenu 

[223] 



TALES OF CAPTAINS AND CONQUESTS 

They are all plain to him that understandeth, 
And right to them that find knowledge. 




Wisdom is attended by Learning, Experience, Humility, and Love, and by Faith, 

Patience, Doubt, and Inspiration. Fliotograph from the mural painting by Heoiy 

Oliver Walker in the Appellate Court Building, New Vork 

Receive my instruction, and not silver; 
And knowledge rather than choice gold. 
For wisdom is better than rubies; 
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And all the things that may be desired are not to be 

compared unto her. 
I, Wisdom, dwell with prudence, 
And find out knowledge and witty inventions. 
The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: 
Pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, 
And the froward mouth, do I hate. 
Counsel is mine, and sound knowledge: 
I am understanding; I have might. 
By me kings reign. 
And princes decree justice. 
By me princes rule, 

And nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 
I love them that love me; 
And those that seek me early shall find me. 
Riches and honor are with me; 
Yea, durable riches and righteousness. 
My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; 
And my revenue than choice silver. 
I walk in the way of righteousness, 
In the midst of the paths of judgment: 
That I may cause those that love me to inherit 

substance, 
And that I may fill their treasuries. 



The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way. 
Before his works of old. 

I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, 
Or ever the earth was. 
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When there were no depths, I was brought forth; 

When there were no fountains abounding with water. 

Before the mountains were settled, 

Before the hills was I brought forth: 

While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, 




THE PRINTING PRESS 



The illustration shows the process of printing by the hand press. Johannes 
Gutenberg is generally given the credit for the invention of printing by movable 
types. One of the first books which he printed was the Latin Bible, about 1450. 
Photograph from the mural painting by John W. Alexander in the Library 
of Congress 

Nor the highest part of the dust of the world. 

When he established the heavens, I was there: 

When he set a circle upon the face of the deep: " 

When he made firm the skies above: 

When the ■foUhtain&- of the deep' beeatne- Strong;- '.'-': 

When he gave to the sea its bound. 

That the waters should not transgress his commandment: 

When he marked out the foundations of the earth; 
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Then I was by him, as a master workman: 

And I was daily his delight, 

Rejoicing always before him. 

Rejoicing in his habitable earth; 

And my delight was with the sons of men. 

Now therefore, my sons, hearken unto me: 

For blessed are they that keep my ways. 

Hear instruction, and be wise. 

And refuse it not. 

Blessed is the man that heareth me, 

Watching daily at my gates. 

Waiting at the posts of my doors. 

For whoso findeth me findeth life, 

And shall obtain favor of the Lord. 

But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul : 

All they that hate me love death." Proverbs viii 

ENTER NOT INTO THE PATH OF THE WICKED 

Hear, my sons, the instruction of a father, 

And attend to know understanding: 

For I give you good doctrine; 

Forsake ye not my law. 

For I was a son unto my father, 

Tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. 

And he taught me, and said unto me: 

** Let thy heart retain my words ; 

Keep my commandments, and live; 

Get wisdom, get understanding; 
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Forget not, neither decline from the words of my 

mouth ; 
Forsake her not, and she will preserve thee; 
Love her, and she will keep thee. 
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom; 
Yea, with all thy getting get understanding. 
Exalt her, and she will promote thee: 
She will bring thee to honor, when thou dost embrace 

her. 
She will give to thy head a chaplet of grace; 
A crown of beauty will she deliver to thee." 

Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings ; 

And the years of thy life shall be many. 

I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; 

I have led thee in paths of uprightness. 

When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; 

And if thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 

Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: 
Keep her ; for she is thy life. 

Enter not into the path of the wicked. 
And walk not in the way of evil men. 
Avoid it, pass not by it ; 
Turn from it, and pass on. 

For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; 
And their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some 
to fall: 
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For they eat the bread of wickedness, 

And drink the wine of violence. 

But the path of the righteous is as the light of dawn, 

That shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 

The way of the wicked is as darkness: 

They know not at what they stumble. 

My son, attend to my words; 

Incline thine ear unto my sayings. 

Let them not depart from thine eyes; 

Keep them in the midst of thy heart. 

For they are life unto those that find them, 

And health to all their flesh. 

Keep thy heart with all diligence; 

For out of it are the issues of life. 

Put away from thee a wayward mouth, 

And perverse lips put far from thee. 

Let thine eyes look right on, 

And let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 

Make level the path of thy feet, 

And let all thy ways be established. 

Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: 

Remove thy foot from evil. 

Proverbs iv 

A great many people have written " proverbs " in imitation of 
the proverbs of the Old Testament. One such writer was John 
Heywood, who was a courtier of Henry VIIL He was famous 
as a wit and as a musician. His works were published in 1562. 
He wrote many proverbs, some of which are in common use 
to-day. He was the author of such sayings as those about haste 
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making waste, looking before leaping, fat in the fire, making hay 
while the sun shines, striking when the iron is hot, the tide 
tarrying for no man, ruling the roost, better to bend than break, 
two heads are better than one, locking the stable after the horse 
is stolen, all is well that ends well, better late than never. 

Benjamin Franklin wrote many proverbs for his famous publica- 
tion ** Poor Richard's Almanac." The following are illustrations 
of the philosopher's skill in making proverbs : 

Drive thy business ; — let not that drive thee. 

Reading makes a full man, meditation a profound man, dis- 
course a clear man. 

Fear not death ; for the sooner we die the longer shall we 
be immortal. 

Read much, but not too many books. 

God helps them that help themselves. 

He that is rich need not live sparingly, and he that can live 
sparingly need not be rich. 
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THE HEBREW COMMONWEALTH AFTER THE CONQUEST 



NOTES 

STORIES OF THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN 

The Hebrew people were hardened and developed by the long dis- 
cipline of the desert. They came out of Egypt a mere mob of slaves. 
They spent a great deal of their time bewailing their hard fate and 
wishing themselves back in Egypt. They were a strong, resolute people 
when they crossed the Jordan and began the war of conquest. They did 
not occupy the land without a fierce struggle. The war of Joshua 
against the people of Canaan was conducted on both sides with the 
savage barbarity characteristic of those old times. It was not the custom 
to consider the lives of women and children as of any value, and the 
captives taken were made slaves of the victors. Yet the story of the most 
modem of wars is not much more pleasant reading. War is always 
a cruel thing. The world looks forward with hope to the time when war 
shall cease and all international difficulties shall be settied on a basis of 
justice and righteousness, in that 

Parliament of man, the Federation of the world 

of which the poet Tennyson sings. 

Joshua was a great general, one of the foremost captains of history, 
and he conducted his campaign with great skill. The battle of Beth- 
horon is classed as one of the decisive battles in history with Marathon, 
Hastings, Waterloo, and the Second Battle of the Mame. See Creasy's 
" Fifteen Decisive Battles of the World." 

After the partial conquest of Canaan came a time of trial for the 
Hebrew people, during which they were ruled by " judges." The story 
of these troublous pioneer days is told in "Tales of Pioneers and 
Kings," Vol. Ill of Stories of the Commonwealth of Israel 
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STORIES OF THE GREAT KINGS 

The three great kings of Israel were Saul, David, and Solomon. 
Under these kings the people emerged from the pioneer days, the 
capital was established at Jerusalem, — one of the most famous cities of 
the world, — and the Hebrew Commonwealth became a great nation, an 
empire. 

At first the new kingdom was very weak. War was almost constant 
with the powerful and hostile Philistines on the west, a confederacy of 
five strong cities. 

At last King Saul and his brave sons were defeated and killed in a 
great battle at Mount Gilboa. The story of this battle reminds one of 
the last great battle of King Arthur, when 

all day long the noise of battle rolled 
Among the mountains by the winter sea, 

as it is described by Tennyson in " The Passing of Arthur," or the last 
stand of the Saxon knights around King Harold at Hastings. Saul was 
wounded by the arrow flight of the Philistines as Harold was blinded by 
the arrows of the Norman archers. Saul was a stem, almost savage man ; 
perhaps, at the last, insane. He resembled William the Conqueror, who 
was called by the writers of the "Anglo-Saxon Chronicle" a "stark 
man." Compare the "mad" kings of Shakespeare with Saul, and 
compare the witch's scene in Macbeth with SauPs visit to the Witch 
of Endor. 

David is one of the most attractive characters in history. The fight 
with Goliath is perhaps the most famous story of a personal combat in 
literature. David was the first of those youthful champions who, like 
St. George in the story of " St. George and the Dragon," conquered the 
gross, heavy material giants and dragons. The friendship between David 
and Jonathan is one of the beautiful stories of these rough and savage 
times, lighting up the dark pictures of bloodshed and strife. It is the 
classic example of a true friendship. 
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Do these stories of David and his adventures remind you of the 
stories of King Arthur and his Knights or of the stories of King 
Richard and Robin Hood ? 

David was not the only king who has been obliged to wander in exile 
and to fight for his throne. Compare these stories with the tales of 
King Alfred and the Stuart princes. 

Compare David's lament for Saul and Jonathan with Tennyson's 
" Ode on the Death of the Duke of Wellington," " In Memoriam," and 
the classic story of Damon and Pythias. 

David was a great soldier, and under his leadership the neighboring 
people were conquered and the boundaries of the kingdom greatiy 
extended. The revolt of Absalom, at first successful, brought deep 
sorrow to the aging king. The dramatic description of how the news 
was brought to David is one of the masterpieces of literature, 
j'^ After David came the great king Solomon, most celebrated of all the 
kings of history. Innumerable stories are written about him not only in 
the Old Testament but in other literature of the East. These stories 
in the Arabic language resemble the stories of the Arabian Nights. 
Solomon is said in these stories to have traveled through the air on a 
magic carpet and to have built his palace as Aladdin built his, with the 
aid of genii. 

Solomon wrote many "proverbs." He was very wise and knew 
many facts about nature. Perhaps he was the first nature student I He 
was a great builder ; he encouraged arts and crafts. Jerusalem changed 
from a collection of huts, with perhaps a few stone houses, to a city em- 
bellished with palaces and shrines and with stately houses richly adorned 
and luxuriously furnished. We see great caravans coming and going, and 
a fleet upon the seas bringing the products of distant lands, gold 
and precious stones, " ivory, apes, and peacocks." Solomon is said to 
have had gold mines in the heart of Africa, and adventurers have searched 
for them. Rider Haggard has written a novel about such a search, called 
" King Solomon's Mines." Monarchs of other countries, like the Queen 
of Sheba, made ceremonious visits, and the streets of the city were filled 
with their magnificent trains. 
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A princess of Egypt became the wife of Solomon. It must have been 
very satisfying to national pride to have such an alliance with the proud 
people on the Nile, who once compelled the Hebrews to make " bricks 
without straw." 

The age of Solomon has been compared with the Augustan Age of 
Rome and the Elizabethan Age of England. 
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LIST OF PROPER NAMES 



KEY TO PRONUNCIATION 



a as in face 
i as in surface 
a as in fact 
a as in far 
a as in afire 
e as in be 



I as in bigin 
e as in beg 
g as in bakSr 
g as in get 
! as in fine 
i as in fin 



Abaniad (a Mnl 3,d) 
Abigail (^bl gal) 
Abinadab (a bin 'a d^b) 
Abishai (a bish'a i) 
Absalom (3,b'sa 16m) 
Achish (alcish) 
Adoni-zedek (a do'ni-ze'dSk) 
Adullam (a diil'^m) 
Ahijah (a hi'ja) 
Ahimaaz (a him 'a ^) 
Ahimelech (a him'e l€k) 
Ai (a'i) 

Amalekites (to 'a ISk its) 
Amorite (^m'6 rit) 
Araunah (a ro'na) 
Azekah (a zeTca) 

Beeroth (b^-e'roth) 
Benaiah (bSn a'ya) 
Besor (be'sor) 
Bether (be'ther) 



o as in bone 
6 as in 6bey 
6 as in b6rder 
5 as in b6nnet 
oo as in boot 
u as in muse 



d as in mdsician 
ii as in mOrky 
u as in must 
tu as in nature 
N as in French en- 
semble 



Bethlehem (beth'l^ hem) 
Beth-Shan (b^th'-sh^n') 
Bezek (be'z^k) 
Bozez (bo'zSz) 

Chephirah (k^ fi'ra) 

Dodai (do'da i) 

Ebenezer (Sb Sn e'zer) 
Eglon ($g'16n) 
Ekron (gk'ron) 
Elah (ela) 
Eleazer (€1 e a'zer) 
Endor (gn'd6r) 
Euphrates (u fra'tez) 
Ezion-geber (e'zi dn-ge^ber) 

Gaash (ga'^sh) 
Gath (g^th) 
Gaza (ga'za) 
Gibeah (gJb'e a) 
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Gibeon (gib'e 5n) 
GUboa (gil bo'a) 
GUgal (gfl'g^l) 
Gilgar (girgar) 
Goliath (go li'^th) 
Goshen (go'shSn) 

• 

Hachilah (h^k'i la) 
Hebron (hel^run) 
Heresh (he'r^sh) 
Heshbon (hSsh'bon) 
Hittite (hit'it) 
Hoham (ho'h^m) 

Ittai (it'a i) 

Japhia (ja fi'a) 
Jarmuth (jar'miith) 
Jehoiada (j6 hoi'a da) 
Jericho (jSr'i ko) 
Jesse (jSs'e) 
Joab (jo'^b) 
Joshua (josh'u a) 

Kadesh-bamea (ka'dSsh bilr'nS a) 
Keilah (ki'la) 
Kenites (kSn'itz) 
Kirjath-jearim (k](r'j3.th je'a rim) 
Kish (kish) 

Lachish (la'kish) 

Makkedah (m3. ked' a) 
Malchi-shua (m^l ki shoo'a) 



Maon (ma'on) 
Michal (mi'k^l) 
Michmash (mik'm^sh) 
Migron (mig'ron) 
Mizpah (miz'pah) 

Nabal (naljal) 
Nahash (na'h^sh) 
Naioth (nai'yoth) 

Og (6g) 

Perizzite (pSr'i zit) 
Philistines (fi lis'tinz) 

Rahab (rali^b) 
Ramah (ra'ma) 
Rephaim (rSf 'a im) 

Seneh (se'ne) 
Shammah (sh^m'ma) 
Shen (sh6n) 
Shittim (shit'tim) 
Shunem (shoo'nem) 
Sihon (si'h5n) 

Timnath-serah (tim'n^th se'ra) 

Uriah (u ri'a) 

Zadok (za'dok) 
Zaretan (z^r'e t^n) 
Zeboiim (ze boi'im) 
Ziklag (zikl^-g) 
Ziph (zif) 
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adjure (a joor') : to entreat ear- 
nestly 

apocalypse (a pok'a lips) : revela- 
tion 

Belial (be li'al) : spirit of evil ; men 

of Belial, wicked men 
blaspheme (blis fern') : to curse 
buckler (biikler): a small round 

shield 

caper-berry (ka'per b€r'y) : a brim- 

blelike shrub 
churlish (churlish) : rough, brutal 
clarion (klirl tin) : a trumpet 
clouted (klout'gd) : patched 
colter (kol'ter): an iron blade fixed 

in front of a plowshare 
contrite (kon'trit) : repentant 
cruse (kroos) : an earthenware jar 

or pot 
cycle (si' k'l) : a long period of time 

devise (dS vis*) : to plan 

devoted (dSvot'Sd): consecrated, 
set apart for some special pur- 
pose 



discomforted (d{s ktim'fert ^) : de- 
feated 

Druids (droo'idz) : priests of ancient 
Celts in Great Britain 

ephod (gf 'od) : a garment worn by 
the priests of Israel 

files (f ilz) : ranks of soldiers 

goad (god): a stick with a sharp 
point in the end used for driving 
cattle 

greaves (grevz) : armor for the legs 

haunt (haunt) : a place frequently 
visited 

implacable (Km plalca bl) : relentless 

jeopardy (jSp'ar dy) : danger 
jerboa (jerbo'a): a small ratlike 

animal with long hind legs and 

great jumping powers. 

lentils (ISn'tlls): a plant every- 
where grown in the East. The 
reddish seeds are often stewed 
with onions, rice, and oil, or 
small bits of meat 
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Levite (leVit) : one of the Hebrew 
tribe of Levi, especially that part 
of it which provided assistance 
to the priests 

levy (ISv'y) : enrolling of men for 
war, draft 

mattock (mSt'ttik): a tool like a 
pickax for loosening rough 
ground 

meseems (m^ seemz') : I think 

obeisance (6 ba' sans) : a bow ex- 
pressing respect or submission 

pestilence (pSs' ti ISns) : plague, a 
terrible disease which sweeps 
through a country destroying 
many people 

porphyry (por'fi ry) : a very hard 
rock anciently quarried in Egypt 

rearward (rer'word): the rear guard 
of an army 



sanctify (s^Nk'tl fy) : to make holy 

scrabbled (skr^bTd) : scratched 

serried (sSrlfd) : drawn up in close 
formation 

span (sp2,n) : a Hebrew measure, 
about nine inches 

spittle (spit"l) : saliva 

stave (stav) : stick, club 

stricken in years (strik'^n in yerz) 
made feeble by age 

subtle (siit'l) : crafty 

sycamore (sik'a mor) : a tree grow- 
ing in Palestine, the small puckery 
fruit of which was used by poor 
people for food 

threshing floor (thrgshfeg fl5r) : a 
hard, smooth piece of ground 
where the chaff was separated 
from the grain 

transgression (tr3.ns grSsh'tin) : 
wrongdoing, evil 

wilily(wi'li ly): cleverly, with deceit 
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